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Report:  The Buckhead Public Safety Task Force  

Summary of Purpose, Overview, Recommendations, and Plan 
 

Introduction 
 

The purpose of the Buckhead Public Safety Task Force was to 

respond to growing outrage and community concern over 

increasing crime, violence, and lawlessness in the Buckhead area. 

Atlanta City Councilmembers Mary Norwood and Michael Julian 

Bond put forth legislation (22-R-3001) for the Buckhead Public 

Safety Task Force (BPSTF). The BPSTF was a 90-day project 

enacted by the Atlanta City Council on January 18th, 2022. Valerie 

Sellers, retired Atlanta Police Sergeant and Buckhead resident, was 

selected as chairperson.  

 

The BPSTF’s primary objective was to convene stakeholders and 

partners to explore issues and influences on criminal incidents 

plaguing the community and to seek solutions. A second objective 

was to propose a crime reduction plan, crafted through use of 

feedback, suggestions, and recommendations from panelists, Task 

force members, and observers working together.  

 

The BPSTF held six Zoom meetings with members of more than 

20 representative groups and stakeholders from the community. 

Panelists presented expert information and offered 

recommendations on the root causes of Buckhead’s alarming crime 

surge. During the meetings, panelists shared information about 

their area of expertise, and the influence or impact it has on crime 

in the area. 

 

This report is the result of the activities of the Buckhead Public 

Safety Task Force and was compiled to share the information with 

citizens, neighbors, public and private stakeholders.  
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Presentations to the Panel 

 

First Meeting 

 
The first BPSTF meeting was held on February 10, 2022, at 6:30 

PM. The meeting opened with remarks from members of the 

Atlanta City Council, the Committee Chair, and Mayor Andre 

Dickens, who pledged his full support and commitment to the 

Buckhead Public Safety Task Force. The first contributors were 

Deputy Chief Timothy Peek and Major Andrew Senzer of the 

Atlanta Police Department (APD), followed by Major Kendrick 

Lowe and Captain Richie Howard of the Georgia State Patrol 

(GSP). 

 

The first presenter, Deputy Chief Peek, spoke about measures to 

provide police services in Buckhead and the rest of the city. Chief 

Peek presented an overview of crime in the city during 2020-2021, 

and shared data and analysis showing that beginning in July 2020, 

crime was up in every category (www.atlantapd.org). The 2020 

COVID 19 shutdown originally caused some crimes, such as 

burglary, to trend downward. However, social unrest, violent and 

non-violent crimes soon began to rise throughout the city and in 

Buckhead.  

 

Major Senzer reviewed data for 2020-2021that showed steady 

increases in Buckhead crime, though efforts in Zone 2 have 

decreased crime in the first quarter of 2022. Major Senzer has led 

the charge by cultivating relationships and utilizing all available 

tools and strategies to improve safety in the community. 

 

 Atlanta Police efforts to reduce Buckhead crime include: 

• Reducing Part 1 Crimes, such as murder, aggravated 

assault, and burglary, to improve quality of life; 

• Continuing vigorous apprehension and arrest of suspects; 

• Understanding that crime and criminal activity in Buckhead 

is transient; 
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• Coordinating Zone level enforcement strategies, 

implementation, and deployment of personnel 

• Opening the new Zone 2 Precinct with additional officers; 

• Gathering community input and ideas regarding the most 

important issues; 

• Increasing recruiting efforts to attract more officers; 

• Strengthening partnerships with other law enforcement 

agencies, businesses and community groups, governmental 

and non-governmental agencies, and stakeholders 

throughout the public-private sector.  

 

The Georgia State Patrol (GSP) was represented by Major 

Kendrick Lowe, the North Adjunct Commander, and Captain 

Richie Howard, Troop C Commander.  One of the significant 

partnerships with APD is the Georgia State Patrol, who are 

approved by Governor Brian Kemp to collaborate closely with 

police to prevent crime in Buckhead. Major Lowe spoke about 

joining resources to combat street racing, drifting, and related 

traffic offenses that many citizens have complained about, along 

with violent and gun-related crimes that have risen in the Buckhead 

community. 

   

The commitment to Zone 2 from Georgia State Patrol and other 

State law enforcement partners included: 

• Troopers lend resources to the Buckhead area every 

weekend or upon APD request; 

• GSP combines enforcement with Georgia Bureau of 

Investigation (GBI), Department of Natural Resources 

(DNR), and the Department of Community Supervision 

(DCS); 

• Actively on call to pursue street and drag racers. 

 

 

Questions and discussion from the panel following this session: 

• APD manpower strength: recruitment, retention, the need 

for more officers; 
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• Effectiveness of police deployment and tools strategies; 

• Benefits of Atlanta Police Foundation (APF), Buckhead 

Coalition, community, business, and Federal, State, and 

local law enforcement partnerships. 

 

Second Meeting 
 

The second BPSTF meeting took place on February 24, 2022, with 

presenters Jim Durrett, President of the Buckhead Coalition, Tony 

Peters, Capital Projects Implementation Manager for the Buckhead 

Community Improvement District (BCID), and Courtney Smith, 

Chairperson for Community Leaders on Enforcement 

Accountability and Responsibility (CLEAR).  

 

Mr. Durrett began by recounting disturbing events in 2020 that 

sounded the alarm on crime in the community and prompted an 

initiative to create the Buckhead Security Plan (BSP).  

 

The BSP was formed as a joint effort between the Atlanta Police 

Department (APD) the Atlanta Police Foundation, and several 

public-private sector stakeholders, including government officials, 

politicians, and neighborhood and civic organizations. 

 

At the core of the Buckhead Security Plan is supplemental security 

patrols utilizing off duty APD officers, with the use of bike and 

vehicular patrols. Additional measures include enhanced detection 

and support in vulnerable locations with privately owned video 

cameras and license plate readers (LPRs). The LPRs can be 

integrated into the Video Integration Center (VIC) and are 

monitored by APD, which assists in crime reduction and 

investigations.  

 

The BSP focuses on property and violent crimes, nuisance crimes, 

and other lawlessness causing great concern in the community and 

being widely reported in the media.  
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Mr. Durrett reviewed examples of crimes that the BSP focuses on, 

including: 

• Shootings and violence near Buckhead shopping malls and 

major retail centers; 

• Violence near restaurants and nightlife establishments; 

• Slider crimes and carjackings at area gas stations; 

• Street racing and drifting at intersections and main thorough 

ways; 

• Teens (Water boys) aggressively approaching drivers to sell 

bottled water, while occupying and obstructing busy 

intersections; 

• Thefts of vehicles, theft from vehicles, and vandalism of 

property. 

 

Tony Peters, BCID Capital Projects Implementation Manager, 

discussed the importance of partnerships with the Buckhead 

Coalition, APF, and APD regarding the operational and funding 

portions of the Buckhead Security Plan.  

 

Mr. Peters explained that BCID hires off duty APD officers and 

purchased new equipment to aid in their patrols throughout the 

BCID. The officers are responsible for general patrols and visibility 

in areas considered to be “hot spots.” Some of the areas requiring 

the increased patrols are near Pharr Road and along the Piedmont 

corridor near Lindbergh Drive at the MARTA Transit Station.  

 

Mr. Peters expressed the value of ongoing partnerships in the 

sustainability of the Buckhead Security plan and noted, “they are 

very expensive,” yet with dedicated fundraising, will be extended.  

 

Further, Mr. Peters offered that additional partnership projects with 

the Buckhead Coalition and the Atlanta Police Foundation, will be 

supported, such as one currently in the works; the opening of a new 

precinct in Buckhead at Peachtree and West Paces Ferry Roads. 
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Both Mr. Durrett and Mr. Peters emphasized that extra patrols offer 

increased visibility in Buckhead and have a positive impact on 

preventing crime in Zone 2.  However, the benefits are limited to 

geographical areas within the BCID due to their charter.  

 

The next presenter to the group was Courtney Smith, President of 

Community Leaders for Enforcement and Responsibility 

(CLEAR). Ms. Smith addressed problems and difficulties with 

alcohol licensing in the city and the negative impacts that they can 

have on crime. She highlighted difficulties in the City’s application 

and review processes that, in many instances, allow bad operators 

who serve alcohol to avoid or ignore important requirements.  

 

Ms. Smith explained to the Task Force members that the City’s 

alcohol licensing process is flawed and outdated and could be 

manipulated by “bad actors”, especially during the pandemic.  

 

To address challenges with alcohol licensing, Councilmember 

Michael Julian Bond partnered with community members around 

the city to form the Atlanta Technical Advisory Group (ATAG 3). 

ATAG 3 will address historical and current issues related to alcohol 

licensing. ATAG 3 is charged to make necessary improvements to 

the city’s policy, code, and procedure as they relate to alcohol 

licensing.  

 

Ms. Smith made direct correlations between responsible nightlife 

practices and public safety, noting that the best outcomes can be 

achieved in the following ways: 

 

• Fully staff the APD License and Permits Unit with police; 

• Strengthen License and Review Board to act in special 

circumstances; 

• Create a path where “Bad Actors” of clubs, who are 

permitted as restaurants, can be shut down; 

• Improve the application process through automation and 

closing of loopholes. 
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Questions and discussion at the panel following this session:  

 

• Propose policies geared toward accountability; 

• Require nightlife establishments to commit to employee 

training practices; 

• Require nightlife establishments implement safety plans as 

part of their business model.  

 

Third Meeting 
 

The third BPSTF meeting was held on March 8, 2022, with 

presenters Special Agent Ken Howard from the Georgia Bureau of 

Investigations (GBI) and Tom Ratchford, President of Formulytics, 

LLC Software Company, regarding increased gang activity around 

the State of Georgia, the City of Atlanta and in the Buckhead area.  

 

Special Agent Ken Howard supervises gang investigations at the 

GBI and explained that although not centralized in Buckhead, 

gangs have hundreds of members operating in Georgia. Agent 

Howard presented data showing that many of America’s most 

notorious gangs originated decades ago near southern California. 

 

Special Agent Howard stated that gang crime was once thought to 

be a West Coast problem but is now a big problem in Georgia. GBI 

focuses efforts on identification, tracking and disruption of gang 

activities. Howard emphasized that partnerships with APD and 

other law enforcement agencies is critical to gang suppression.  

 

Mr. Howard informed Task Force members that gangs impact 

crime and the quality of life in Buckhead and across Georgia by: 

 

• Conducting drug deals; 

• Committing thefts off all types; 

• Strong arm and violent robberies; 

• Human Trafficking; 

• Gun violence and homicides.  
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The next presenter in the session was Tom Ratchford, President of 

Formulytics, LLC, an anti-gang software developer who works 

with multiple agencies, like the Department of Justice (DOJ) to 

track gang activity and help them build criminal cases for 

prosecution. Mr. Ratchford characterized the gang presence in 

Atlanta very widespread, sophisticated, and well-funded. He 

explained that gang influence reaches across the entire United 

States and all around the world and that gangs use their vast 

resources to recruit regularly to increase their membership.  

 

Questions and discussion from panel following this session:  

 

• Which gangs operate in the Buckhead area; 

• Which gang crimes are the greatest danger to the 

community; 

• Importance of prosecution of gangs at every level;  

• Law enforcement dedicating specific resources to gang 

suppression; 

• Importance of multi-jurisdictional collaboration in tracking 

and prosecuting gangs. 

 

Meeting Four 
 

The BPSTF fourth meeting was held on March 24, 2022, with 

presentations from Fani Willis, Fulton County District Attorney, 

and Patrick Labat, Fulton County Sheriff, on their commitments to 

collaborate and partner with the APD to fight crime in Buckhead.  

 

DA Willis provided an analysis for murder cases in Fulton County 

and the City of Atlanta for 2021. She explained that there were 

significant increases in comparison to the previous year, and gang 

activity contributed to those increases.  

 

DA Willis explained that her office has worked together with 

government officials, law enforcement agencies, judges, 

community organizations, educators, and members of the private 
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sector to address the growing presence of gangs and their influence 

on crime in our communities.  

  

DA Willis has taken measures to ensure efficiency of prosecution 

by clearing the backlog of cases inherited from the previous 

administration, increasing her staff, and working to strengthen gang 

laws. To address the volume and complexity of cases, the DA’s 

office has been restructured to include the operation of two Grand 

Jury’s at one time, instead of one. DA Willis has initiated Gang 

Training for her staff and is partnering with stakeholders to track 

and prosecute repeat offenders.  

 

With the improved measures, the Buckhead community will 

benefit, said Willis, because more offenders will be prosecuted  

and taken off the streets.  

 

DA Willis reviewed the following goals for her office to combat 

crime in the community in 2022: 

 

• Sponsor legislation to strengthen gang laws; 

• Employ Formulytics software and new technologies to 

streamline information on gangs; 

• Complete new storage facility for prosecutorial evidence; 

• Administer Justice classes and diversion programs to guide 

youth away from the lure of gangs; 

• Promote Court Watch program to assure transparency.  

 

Sheriff Pat Labat was the next presenter; whose responsibility is to 

protect the Fulton County Courts and manage operations at the 

Fulton County Jail. The Fulton County Sheriff’s Office (FCSO) 

also plays a prominent role in public safety and as one of the 

stakeholders in the community, lends resources and manpower to 

fighting crime in the Buckhead area.  

 

Sheriff Labat said he is actively fighting crime all over Fulton 

County in partnership with the Atlanta Police Department and other 
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departments. The FCSO works with APD, to deter, detect, and 

apprehend criminals by deploying Crime Suppression and K-9 

Units in the Buckhead community.  

 

In addition to enforcement related activities, Sheriff Labat places 

emphasis on community projects that focus on diverting individuals 

from crime and gangs and tackling recidivism.  

 

Sheriff Labat is dedicated to continuing efforts in the Buckhead 

community by: 

 

• Supporting technological advances and integrating systems 

utilizing FUSUS (Real-Time Crime Center); 

• Offering greater accessibility from the community on 

Fulton County Sheriff’s Office online app; 

• Recruiting and hiring additional officers to increase 

available coverage in the community. 

 

Questions and discussion from panel following this session: 

• Improvement of court practices to get criminals to trial in a 

timely manner and sentenced appropriately.  

 

Meeting Five 
 

The fifth BPSTF meeting was held on April 7, 2022, and Task 

Force members heard from five (5) speakers during the session.  

The first presentation was made by Chief Judge Christopher 

Brasher of Fulton County Superior Court who gave a brief 

overview of the status at Fulton Superior Courts. Judge Brasher 

detailed the types of cases being handled in the courts and what 

challenges emerged during Covid and are persisting today. Judge 

Brasher noted that from March 2020 until April 2021 courts had 

been operating virtually, creating a backlog in indictments of jail 

inmates. 
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The next presentation was from Chief Judge Cassandra Kirk of 

Fulton County Magistrate Court. Judge Kirk spoke about the 

responsibilities of Magistrate Court and the type of functions the 

magistrates perform there. She explained that many cases heard at 

Magistrate Court are civic actions or small claims but may also be 

preliminary or health court hearings. A significant portion of cases 

are first appearance felony cases, where criminals may be bound 

over to pretrial, released on bond, or released on their own 

supervision. Judge Kirk said because the court is open 365 days a 

year 24/7, and no jury trials are held, most cases proceed quickly.  

 

The third presenter was Chief Judge Christopher Portis of Atlanta 

Municipal Court who told Task Force members about Municipal 

Court structure, operation, and case management. Judge Portis 

noted that cases specific to Atlanta are cycled through the courts 

and include hearings on city ordinances and traffic violations.  

 

Like other organizations, said Judge Portis, city courts fell behind 

in functions and operations due to Covid protocols, so they are 

working to clear increased caseloads.  

 

Judge Portis told the group that the court has several alternative 

sentencing measures available, depending on an offender’s 

circumstances and the nature of their violation.  

 

Regarding the rise in nuisance crimes like street racing, Judge 

Portis offered that he and other municipal judges would be 

adopting a Zero Tolerance policy, aimed at showing the court’s 

seriousness and hopefully deterring future violators. 

 

The fourth presentation was from Chief Judge Juliette Scales of 

Fulton County Juvenile Court, who as one of eight justices at 

Juvenile Court is tasked with complex issues involving youth that 

stem from delinquency, drug dependence, emancipation, and 

truancy. Judge Scales works together in partnership with the 

department of juvenile justice on more serious cases and criminal 



 

 12 

Report:  The Buckhead Public Safety Task Force  

Summary of Purpose, Overview, Recommendations, and Plan 
 

offenses involving youth which are mitigated through several 

programs and measures available to the court. 

 

The fifth and final speaker was MARTA Police Chief Scott Kreher.  

Chief Kreher, a former APD Commander, understands the crime 

profile in Buckhead and is committed to the partnership that 

benefits stakeholders and both departments. Chief Kreher explained 

that MARTA has a large presence in Buckhead, with its 

headquarters on Piedmont Road, in addition to rail stations located 

within the community.  

 

Chief Kreher spoke about staffing challenges in his department, 

decreased ridership on trains and buses, maintenance of safety and 

quality of life issues, particularly with homeless individuals, since 

the Covid outbreak in 2020. Chief Kreher authorized his officers to 

conduct joint crime suppression details with Zone 2 by utilizing 

Bike Patrols and off duty police. MARTA Police also supports 

enforcement strategies in the community and is dedicated to 

continued efforts to close coverage gaps and address future crime 

needs.  

 

Questions and discussion from panel following this session: 

 

• Concern over violent criminals obtaining bond too quickly 

without consideration for the danger to the community; 

• Lax or no punishment for violators of street racing and 

nuisance crimes; 

• Accountability for juvenile crime and gang affiliation.  

 

Meeting Six 
 

The sixth BPSTF meeting of the series was held on April 21, 2022, 

and the Task Force learned that Major Senzer had been promoted 

to Deputy Chief and re-assigned. To continue participation and 

efforts in this work group and in the community, newly promoted 

Major Ailen Mitchell was assigned as Zone Two Commander.  
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Presenters for meeting six were Greg McNiff, Vice President of 

Programs at the Atlanta Police Foundation, Mary Norwood, Atlanta 

City Council, Denise Starling, Executive Director of Livable 

Buckhead, and Lindsey Jones, Director of Marketing for Lenox 

Square.  

 

Mr. McNiff spoke about the ongoing efforts of the organization to 

bring awareness to technology and services that can make 

Buckhead safer. Mr. McNiff explained that through APF’s Connect 

Atlanta, public and private entities can register their surveillance 

cameras with the Atlanta Police Department so that APD can 

request footage from these cameras when an incident has occurred 

nearby.  The owner of the camera gives the department’s Video 

Integration Center (VIC) their permission to monitor the requested 

footage. 

 

Mr. McNiff reviewed opportunities for businesses and security 

companies wanting to improve communication amongst themselves 

about crime, or relay information between groups, they can, for a 

nominal fee, subscribe to Comnet which provides radios that 

transmit directly into the APD’s 911 call center.  

 

As a partner with numerous public-private partnerships, charitable 

and law enforcement agencies, Mr. McNiff is actively engaged in 

APF fundraising with the goal to bring more technology to 

Buckhead to assist police in crime fighting efforts. The APF also 

funds the rewards offered through Crime Stoppers to assist in 

apprehension of criminal suspects. 

 

The panel’s next speaker was Councilwoman Mary Norwood, who 

proposed the idea of expanding Buckhead security patrols in order 

to provide seamless off duty police protection beyond the borders 

of the Buckhead Community Improvement District.  

 

With the guidance and support of the Buckhead Coalition, the 

Atlanta Police Foundation and community partners, Norwood said 
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she believes gaps of coverage can be closed to consistently drive 

crime out of Buckhead.  

 

The plan would consist of: 

 

• Off-duty Atlanta police patrols beyond the boundaries of 

the BCID; 

• Additional of cameras and LPRs throughout Buckhead; 

• Memberships in Connect Atlanta and Operation Shield. 

 

Our next presenter was Denise Starling, Executive Director of 

Livable Buckhead, a nonprofit organization in Buckhead whose 

efforts are rooted in sustainability, greenspace, and quality of life, 

and plays a role in executing the Buckhead Security Plan. One of 

the largest campaigns that Mrs. Starling promotes is the Clean Car 

Campaign, which uses messaging and communications to 

encourage drivers to remove valuables from visibility when they 

park their cars in Buckhead, to reduce vehicle break-ins and 

vandalism.  

 

Additional programs that Ms. Starling oversees: 

 

• Security Council – a quarterly meeting of the security 

directors for all commercial properties in Buckhead, Zone 

2, and MARTA.  It facilitates relationships and promotes 

knowledge sharing to create a force multiplier for APD; 

• Providing of a housing subsidy to help police officers live 

in Buckhead; 

• Path 400 – a 5.2 mile greenway that includes a partnership 

with APD for bike patrols and security cameras. 

 

The final contributor for the session was Lindsey Jones, who 

showed a video presentation narrated by Russ Tuttle of Simon 

Properties, who owns Lenox Square. The video highlighted 

security practices in place at Lenox Square, which has one of the 

largest security programs in Buckhead and works closely with APD 
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and many public and private partners to ensure the best safety 

practices on their property.  

 

Ms. Jones explained that the Simon group has invested heavily in 

their Operations Intelligence Center, where property cameras can 

be viewed in real time from a remote location. There are hundreds 

of cameras and license plate readers at Lenox and at Phipps Plaza, 

which is also owned by Simon, all of which are linked and shared 

with APD.  

 

Lenox Square Mall is doing several things to maintain safety on the 

property.  They include: 

 

• 24/7 security patrols by off duty police and private 

security; 

• K-9 patrols and technology systems to detect firearms; 

• Youth Supervision Policy to combat delinquent and/or 

unattended minors; 

• Security escort to parking lot; 

• Police Precinct substation located on the property; 

• Website www.simon.com for customer support and a list 

of all safety measures. 

 

Questions and discussion from panel following this session: 

 

• Concern for crime breaking through security measures; 

• Exploration of crime and criminal behavior as more than a 

police problem; 

• Combating future Buckhead crime through continued 

teamwork. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

about:blank
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Recommendations and Suggestions 
 

After evaluating the information presented during the sessions, the 

panel members and observers made the following 

recommendations for lowering crime in the community and 

sustaining a safer Buckhead for the future.  

 

• Fully staff the APD License and Permits Unit with officers; 

• Strengthen License and Review Board to act in special 

circumstances; 

• Create a path where “Bad Actors” of clubs, who are 

permitted as restaurants, can be shut down; 

• Improve the alcohol licensing process through automation 

and closing of loopholes. 

• Improve APD recruitment and hiring to increase staffing; 

• Coordinate APD crime fighting strategies in Buckhead; 

• Support APD and GBI gang analysis and investigation;  

• Expand camera and LPR network and integration; 

• Continue multi-agency response and coordination fighting 

crime and street racing; 

• Staff nighttime police operations to deter violence crime 

and street racing; 

• Empower the Fulton District Attorney’s use of gang laws 

for prosecution;  

• Continue efficiencies in Fulton DA’s clearing of case 

backlog; 

• Expand off-duty security patrols beyond the BCID 

boundaries;  

• Recognize that the social aspects of crime are more than a 

police issue; 

• Support reforms to modernize the City’s alcohol license 

processes; 

• Increase accountability and responsibly of establishments 

that serve alcohol; 
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• Lobby for City of Atlanta Jail to reduce overcrowding at 

Fulton County; 

• Promote new and existing programs addressing repeat 

offenders; 

• Strengthen campaigns (Clean Car Campaign and Crime 

Stoppers) to increase awareness and aid police efforts; 

• Enhance observance of court activities in reference to bail, 

sentencing, outcomes; 

• Continue partnerships that make Buckhead safer and review 

regularly; 

• Create working group of Buckhead neighborhoods with off-

duty security to meet to share best practices; 

• Sponsor legislation to strengthen gang laws; 

• Employ Formulytics software and new technologies to 

streamline information on gangs; 

• Complete new storage facility for District Attorney’s 

prosecutorial evidence; 

• Administer Justice classes and diversion programs to guide 

youth away from the lure of gangs; 

• Promote Court Watch program to assure transparency.  
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The Plan 

 
For the purposes of a safer community and with the input from 

participants and contributors to the Buckhead Public Safety Task 

Force, the following plan was proposed to address current and 

ongoing crime issues in the area. 

 

Current Security Patrols and Camera Coverage Status 

 

Buckhead Neighborhoods 

• Security Patrols and Camera integration - 76% 

• Security Patrols or Cameras/LPR’s – 97% 

 

Existing supplemental security patrols in the Buckhead CID:  

• Bike patrol in the Lindbergh area 

• Vehicle patrols along BCID properties 

 

To improve auxiliary APD patrols and Community Policing: 

• Increase boots on the ground by Atlanta Police Department 

through recruitment and hiring (250 + Officers) 

• Regularly assign/deploy officers (not 911 Primary) in high 

traffic, commercial, entertainment areas of Buckhead 

• To raise police profile, coordinate on duty and off duty 

details aimed at community policing efforts 

• Fortify boundaries at jurisdictional lines through joint 

efforts with neighboring departments  

 

The plan will improve and expand Buckhead security patrols and 

camera integration to 100 percent, through the expansion of 

security patrols to outside of the BCID area.  

 

The plan will add commercial corridors for off duty patrols: 

  

Buckhead Public Safety Task Force Security Plan 
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• Northside Parkway at Moores Mill – up the city limits 

(Chattahoochee River); 

• Howell Mill at Collier Road – South to the Buckhead 

Southern boundary;  

• Peachtree Road at Brookwood Station – North to the BCID 

Southern border  

• Roswell Road at the BCID Northern border to the city 

limits;  

• Peachtree Road at the BCID Eastern border to the city 

limits.  

Include four levels of membership for expanded patrols:  

• Corporate  

• Retail 

• Neighborhood 

• Institutional  

 

Benefits of Membership 

1. Decal for participants; 

2. Access to Connect Atlanta (surveillance cameras): FUSUS;  

3. Access to Comnet radio dispatch communications; 

4. Supplemental security patrols; 

5. Phone number access provided for supplemental security 

patrols. 

 

Conclusion 

 
The Buckhead Public Safety Task Force project highlighted critical 

components of the criminal justice system and showed that 

cooperation combined with community partnerships, can serve 

everyone more efficiently. 

 

The sharing of communication between different entities and 

individuals was crucial to those who participated on the task force 

to show a unified response against lawlessness to secure a safer 

Buckhead. 
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It was also clear that each member of the Task Force cared for and 

respected the quality of life everywhere and were willing to work 

together by sharing strategies, resources, and tools with others to 

make things safer and better. The success and sustainability of 

safety in Buckhead depends on keeping the lines of communication 

open and by showing that words can and must become “actions”. 

 

The BPSTF allowed a forum for community stakeholders to engage 

with experts in dialog about how crime and criminal issues can be 

identified, deterred and in many instances, disrupted. 

 

Surely, the Task Force gave an opportunity to connect with others 

who are dedicated to preserving the quality and standard of life in 

Buckhead, but more importantly, became an initiative that 

presented crime as much more than a “police issue,” which should 

stand as a model that can be utilized anywhere.  

 

Buckhead Public Safety Task Force Members: 
• City Councilmember from District 7 or a designee 

• City Councilmember from District 8 or a designee 

• City Councilmember from District 9 or a designee 

• Buckhead Public Safety Task Force Committee Chairperson 

• Chief of the Atlanta Police Department or a designee 

• The Chief Executive Officer of the Atlanta Police 

Foundation or a designee 

• The Fulton County District Attorney or a designee 

• The Fulton County Sheriff or a designee 

• Georgia Bureau of Investigation (GBI) representative 

• Georgia State Patrol representative 

• Georgia State Senate designee 

• Georgia House of Representatives designee 

• Multi-Agency Criminal Enterprise Task Force (MACE) 

representative 

• Community Action Committee (CAC) member 

• NPU-A member 

• NPU-B member 
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• NPU-C member 

• Buckhead Council of Neighborhoods member 

• Buckhead Coalition member 

• Livable Buckhead member 

• Buckhead Community Improvement District (BCID) 

member 

• Buckhead Business Association member 

 

To access the agendas, presentation materials, enabling 

legislation, meeting minutes, and meeting videos, please 

click on the below link: 

 

Buckhead Public Safety Task Force Website 

 
 
 

https://citycouncil.atlantaga.gov/council-members/mary-norwood/buckhead-public-safety-taskforce

