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JOIN THE CONVERSATION ONLINE!
@atlplanning		  #atlhousing
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ATLANTA 
CITY DESIGN 

HOUSING
+ =
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PURPOSE OF THE PROJECT

•	Assess the current state of housing in Atlanta

•	Research the history of housing policy in Atlanta and 
its continued impact

•	Propose Atlanta-specific solutions to build a healthy, 
diverse housing ecosystem for Atlanta’s future�
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PROJECT TIMELINE 
•	2018-2019: Held various public engagement sessions 

•	2019-2020: Used public input and research to assess 
the state of housing and propose options for greater 
affordability 

•	Oct. 2020: Hosted a virtual book club on Richard 
Rothstein’s the Color of Law about the history of 
housing policy in Atlanta 

•	Dec. 2020: Release of Atlanta City Design Housing
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ATLANTA IS THE   316TH  MOST DENSELY 
POPULATION CITY IN THE US.
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HOW DID WE GET HERE?

calindo
Text Box
14



calindo
Text Box
15



calindo
Text Box
16



calindo
Text Box
17




DIVERGING PATHS
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Today, 86% of redlined 
areas in Atlanta have either 
been destroyed or remain 

predominately low-income.
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WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE?
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1. Stimulate the development of 
naturally occurring affordable 
housing options.
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End exclusionary 
Single-Family 
Zoning and allow an 
additional dwelling 
unit citywide.
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Potential Impact: 
~11,500 new units would be 
created if just 15% of current 
Single-Family properties added  
a 2nd unit.
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ACCESSORY DWELLING UNIT

calindo
Text Box
35




Allow flag lots for ADUs
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UPDATE WITH ADU 
EXPANASION MAP
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SMALL APARTMENT BUILDINGS
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Allow the 
development of 
small apartment 
buildings by-right 
within 1/2 mile of 
MARTA stations.
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Remove residential parking 
minimums citywide.

calindo
Text Box
40



Proactively 
upzone low-
density residential 
properties in 
Growth Areas.

calindo
Text Box
41




Expand and Staff the 
Housing Innovation Lab
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2. Increase the development 
of dedicated affordable 
housing citywide.
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Develop publicly-owned vacant 
land for affordable housing.

calindo
Text Box
   44




GROVE PARK OVERLAY

Create a Westside 
Park Affordability 
Overlay to require 
rental and for-sale 
affordable housing.
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Goal: Distribute dedicated affordable housing units equitably 
across the city, focusing on areas with high growth capacity.
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UEZ UPDATE

Update the Urban 
Enterprise Zone 
Program to create 
affordable housing 
in Growth Areas.
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Check out the full Atlanta City 
Design Housing project at: 
bit.ly/acdhousing

Questions, feedback, inquiries? 
Email us at housing@atlantaga.gov 
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