
The Chattahoochee RiverLands
George Dusenbury, Georgia State Director
Walt Ray, Michael J. Egan Chattahoochee Conservation Fellow

Community Development & Human Services Committee
December 1, 2020





200+ Land for People Projects in Georgia



Martin Luther King, 
Jr. National 
Historic Park

Chattahoochee RiverLands

Atlanta 
BeltLine





Developing Community Schoolyards to Increase Park 
Access



Benefits of Parks for People

Mental health

Social well‐beingPhysical health

Environmental health







•THE CHATTAHOOCHEE RIVERLANDS 



•PROJECT MANAGEMENT TEAM 

ATLANTA REGIONAL 

COMMISSION 

THE TRUST FOR 

PUBLIC LAND 

COBB COUNTY CITY OF ATLANTA 



•BUFORD DAM 

THE CHATTAHOOCHEE RIVER GREENWAY STUDY 

The Chattahoochee River is a shared historic, 
economic, cultural, and ecological resource of 
extraordinary value for Metro Atlanta Region and 
the State of Georgia. The river traverses the 
region, forms the boundary of many counties and 
cities, and provides recreation and ecological 
services for communities along its course. 



ENGAGEMENT IN NUMBERS 
The Design Team met with over 700 people 
and over 5,000 online, including: 

• 120 •Chattahoochee Working 
Group Participants 

• 350 •Community Members 

• 200 •Local Stakeholders 

• 5000 •Website Users 

The Design Team held over 80 engagement 
events, including: 

• 02
• 03
• 08
• 67

•River Rambles 

•Public Forums 

•Sub-Area Committee Meetings 

•Local Stakeholder Meetings 



THE GREENWAY
and River Destinations

THE BLUEWAY
and River Ecosystems

TRIBUTARY TRAILS
and Wider Communities

THE RIVERLANDS

THE CHATTAHOOCHEE RIVERLANDS
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GOAL: A COMMON GROUND FOR ALL 
The Chattahoochee RiverLands will be 
accessible to people of all backgrounds, 
abilities, and ages. 



GOAL: AN ECOLOGICAL REFUGE FOR THE REGION 

The Chattahoochee Riverlands will 
improve the ecological health of the 
river basin. 



GOAL: A LIVING LEGACY FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS 
The Chattahoochee RiverLands is a 
generational project that establishes a new, 
positive identity for the Chattahoochee 
River. 



GOAL: A SAFE, CONNECTIVE CORRIDOR 
Connected trails, new parks, and an active public realm 
will provide opportunities for better health, physical 
activity, transportation, private reflection, and 
community cohesion. 











RIVERLANDS IN NUMBERS



A CONTINUOUS PUBLIC REALM



A COMMON GROUND FOR ALL





• Champion Region-Wide Implementation – Attempt to ensure that all projects 
completed, singular experience that reflects RiverLands Goals and Vision

• Lead Projects – Great need, but low jurisdictional capacity

• Fiscal Partner – Support RiverLands goals & guidelines on projects by others

• Advocate – Support community

• Shepherd – Steer the project from a distance

• Advise – Consult with jurisdictions to ensure consistent experience

• Observe – Record and amplify accomplishments by others 

• Administer – Maintain online platforms & Track investments

TPL’s Role – Implementing the 
RiverLands



Northern End: Chattahoochee 
Camp & Paddle Trail
S u w a n e e ,  J o h n s  C r e e k ,  C o b b
• Description: This project represents a unique opportunity to activate 48 

miles of the Chattahoochee through a 4-day and 3-night camping 
excursion . Put-in at Lower Pond Park (Buford Dam). Three nights of 
camping at 3 Park Units of the CRNRA: Suwanee Creek, Johnson Ferry 
(CREEC), and Gold Branch. Take-out at existing ramp at Paces Mill. 
Improvements at each of the 3 camping sites will include: kayak/boat 
access, picnic shelter, tent platforms, restrooms, pedestrian circulation, 
signage, and invasive species removal. 

• Budget:
• Total: $2,755,000
• GOSP Grant: $2,040,000
• TPL: $615,000
• NPS: $100,000

• Project Pros: Bulk of funding already secured, 
High profile activation

• Project Cons: Large, complex, bureaucratic partner

• Partners:
• National Park Service
• Georgia River Network
• Atlanta Audubon Society (Native habitat restoration)

• Notes:
• GOSP Grant Awarded 2019 
• GOSP Grant Agreement Pending (Aug. 2020)
• 2-Year Timeline for Grant from Grant Agreement



Southern End: Chattahoochee 
Hills Parks
C h a t t a h o o c h e e  H i l l s ,  G A
• Description: Two signature parks in Chatt Hills are on the banks of the 

Chattahoochee. Campbellton Park is already getting a much needed boat 
ramp and small parking area. Opportunity to add camping, restrooms, 
park amenities. The Demonstration Project called ‘Chattahoochee Hills 
RiverLands Park’ is also primed for new amenities.  In conjunction with 
each other, improving even water access and minimal amenities would 
open a significant stretch of the River to water access. 

• Budget:
• Campbellton Park: $3 million to $5 million
• Chatt Hills RiverLands Park: $5 million to $10 million

• Project Pros: Eager, willing municipal partner, 
Notable lack of access in this area

• Project Cons: Limited capacity of project partner

• Partners:
• City of Chattahoochee Hills
• Serenbe/Steve Nygren
• Chattahoochee NOW

• Notes:
• Opportunity to invest meaningfully in southern end of study area 

– traditionally under-served (by TPL and others)
• Very willing partners – simple bureaucratic processes and 

permitting. 



Urban Core



Urban Core: Pilot Project Site
M a b l e t o n ,  G A
• Description: Pilot Project used to test RiverLands ideas and design against 

regulatory framework and opportunity to develop RiverLands goals and 
vision on a real site with detailed survey information. Already far along in 
plan development, specific details already debated and detailed cost 
estimate.

• Budget:
• Total: $12,000,000 (just trail) $2 to $ 3 million for amenities
• Cobb County: $1 million, 
• GOSP possibly $3 million
• ARC: Perhaps $3 million
• TPL Contribution: Significant

• Project Pros: County ownership and support – park next door
Perfect site to demonstrate potential
Already 30% const. docs. (environmental)
Mableton P’Way Trail Pending (to Silver Comet)

• Project Cons: Few residents nearby – not a built-in user group 

• Partners:
• Cobb County

• Notes:
• Requires TPL role
• Pilot Project Site needs to demonstrate the RiverLands concept to 

the Metro-Atlanta region
• Opportunity to catalyze other RiverLands developments 



Urban Core: Paul Avenue Trail
A t l a n t a ,  G A
• Description: Riverwalk Atlanta, in partnership with Park Pride and TCF, 

have been working for several years to acquire the dilapidated residential 
properties separating Paul Avenue from the River (through GA Power  
land). If partners are willing, a trail along the River connecting Paul 
Avenue (Whetstone Trail and even abandoned PATH on DWM property) 
to at least James Jackson P’way, possibly (with Braden Parcel) to 
Whittier Mill Park/Chattahoochee Brick and then Proctor Creek.

• Budget:
• Paul Avenue Park Development: $4,000,000
• Trail Head: $3,000,000
• Boat Ramp: $   500,000
• Trail: $6,000,000

• Project Pros: First time public access in disinvested community, 
Visible, early win

• Project Cons: Requires cooperation from GA Power & N.S.

• Partners:
• Georgia Power
• City of Atlanta
• Groundwork Atlanta
• Riverwalk Atlanta
• Park Pride

• Notes:
• 3,100 linear feet of trail Paul Avenue to James Jackson P’way 

(0.6 miles) – Evolving opportunities downstream to Whittier Mill 
Park or  Proctor Creek (2.0 miles)

• Requires TPL Role, but several supportive partners likely to be 
engaged. 



Urban Core: Proctor Creek Greenway
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