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Land for People – how The Trust for 
Public Land works with local partners 
to strengthen communities





SINCE 1972

5 thousand+ 
places created

3 million+ 
acres protected

70 billion+ 
public funds generated

8 million+ 
people within a 10-min walk

Through 1979Through 1989Through 1999Through 2009

Impact of The Trust for Public Land



200+ Land for People Projects in Georgia



Martin Luther King, Jr., National Historic Park



Atlanta BeltLine



Atlanta BeltLine



Chattahoochee River Greenway









Atlanta Community Schoolyards



2019‐20 SCHOOLYARD SITES

D Dobbs Elementary  (South Atlanta)
K Kimberly Elementary  (Therrell)

2020‐21 SCHOOLYARD SITES

Park  School Cluster
Need*
1 Centennial Place Academy  (Grady)
6 Harper‐Archer Elementary School  (Douglas)
25 Miles Intermediate Elementary School (Mays)
28 Sarah Smith Elementary School  (North Atlanta)

* Based on TPL 10 minute‐walk analysis
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Thrive Outside Atlanta



Rodney Cook, Sr. Park in Historic Vine City



1930s     Area is developed with single‐family, multi‐family homes
2002        Neighborhood is victim to catastrophic flood displacing residents
2008 PNA study creates park system masterplan for area focused on managing stormwater 
2010            NMF engages community in design for the park
2015 Blank Foundation offers to provide initial funding to TPL to implement Cook Park
Dec 2015 Atlanta City Council adopts MOU between TPL & City stating TPL will fundraise, lead community

engagement, design, & manage construction of park
Spring 2016 TPL begins community engagement that will progress over the course of the project

City and TPL begin collaborative design and engineering process informed by feedback from community
and previous design efforts

June 2017 Original site remediation commences
Dec 2017 TPL meets $12.7mm fundraising goal (Eventually raising $13.4mm)
Aug 2018 TPL hires same general contractor as City and begins park construction
2019 TPL collaborates with non‐profit partners and volunteers in park’s implementation

Extensive utility coordination required over course of project
Construction of park includes coordination with adjacent and separate ongoing Boone Blvd
streetscape and project

Fall 2020 Cook Park slated for completion

Rodney Cook, Sr. Park in Historic Vine City



TPL Budget for Cook Park - $13.4 Million
Passive Recreation and Park Landscaping $2,918,000

Lawns $ 1,583,000
Green Infrastructure Enhancements  $    400,000
Park Landscaping & Irrigation $    935,000

Architecture & Park Hardscape $4,640,000
Boone Blvd Plazas  $    200,000
Restrooms and Shelter Pavilions  $    650,000
Streetscape Improvements $    415,000
Terraced Pools and Pond (Supplement to DWM) $    500,000
Bridge over Pond  $ 1,500,000
Electrical, Lighting, and Security Cameras $ 1,225,000
Site Furniture $    150,000

Park Enrichment and Activation  $3,142,400
Splash Pad  $    750,000
Tot Lot & Playground  $ 1,500,000
Multi‐Use Sports Court Area $    300,000
Outdoor Classroom & Performance Space $    341,000
Climbing Boulder Area $    180,000
Park Identification, Rules Signage, and Donor Recognition $      35,700

Project Management and Stewardship  $2,699,600
Staffing  $   841,000
Office Costs  $     78,000
Professional Services  $1,727,000
Other Expenses  $     53,600



Rodney Cook, Sr. Park in Historic Vine City





Cook Park 
January 9, 2020







Exploring Gun Club Park



Questions?

George Dusenbury
State Director

Trust for Public Land
(404) 604‐7803

George.Dusenbury@tpl.org


