
LAKE CHARLOTTE

MAINTENACE AND MANAGEMENT

DEPARTMENT OF                               
PARKS AND RECREATION



PURPOSE

TO PROVIDE ADDITIONAL GUIDANCE AT THE REQUEST OF COUNCIL 

REGARDING THE MAINTENANCE PLAN FOR LAKE CHARLOTTE: A 216 ACRE FORESTED PROPERTY



LAKE 
CHARLOTTE 

SITE AERIAL
APPROXIMATELY 

216 ACRES



 Ordinance 20-O-1215, passed by City Council on 4/20/2020, approved the use  of Tree 
Trust Fund dollars for the purchase of approximately 216 acres of forested land. The 
purchase is authorized under Sec. 158-66(b) of the Tree Protection Ordinance. It 
represents the first time that the City through the Department of City Planning and the 
Department of Parks and Recreation has utilized this purchasing authority to acquire a 
mature forest.  

 Under Sec. 158-66(b), the Tree Protection Ordinance also authorizes the City to use Tree 
Trust Fund dollars for maintenance of the forested property if the City authorizes this as a 
separate expenditure. 

TREE PROTECTION ORDINANCE
SECTION 158-66(b)



TREE PROTECTION ORDINANCE REQUIREMENTS 

SECTION 158-66(b)  REQUIREMENTS (SECTION 2 ITEMS A-D)

a. The property must explicitly be dedicated and preserved in perpetuity as forested land;

b. The property must be available for public use without cost (subject to City of Atlanta's park rules and 
other applicable City ordinances);

c. Use of the property must be restricted to passive recreational activities with minimal 
environmental impact

d. The Department of Parks and Recreation Commissioner shall provide a property maintenance plan as an 
attachment to the ordinance.  
The plan will describe:
 the types of maintenance that may be needed at the property, 
 will estimate the property's annual maintenance cost,
 identify the source of funding for the estimated annual maintenance cost.

To the extent that the Commissioner identifies the tree trust fund as the source of maintenance funding, any 
specific allocation of maintenance dollars from the tree trust fund shall be authorized as a separate 
procurement or expenditure.



FIVE-YEAR MAINTENANCE AND OPERATIONAL COST

 5 YEAR MAINTENANCE PLAN  = $2,294,834.32

* Invasive species cover 150 acres of the 216 acre site, indicating some level of invasive vegetation over 69% of the property. Invasive species in the 
shrub layer comprise the majority of the infestation, including Autumn olive (118 acres), privet (140 acres) and bamboo (49 acres). The recommended 
primary removal technique will be cut-and-treat. Invasive control will also be achieved by removing invasive trees (44 acres), climbing vines such as 
English ivy, wisteria and kudzu among other invasive species.


