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Atlanta Regional Commission Quarterly Report 
 
The Atlanta Regional Commission held the 2024 State of the Region event on Friday, November 1. More than 
1,500 metro Atlanta leaders attended to take stock of metro Atlanta and explore key regional challenges through 
the theme of the “Power of Connection.” 
 
Metro Atlanta Speaks 
At the breakfast, ARC released results from the 2024 Metro Atlanta Speaks public opinion survey, which found the 
economy is the Atlanta region’s top concern. When asked about the biggest problem facing metro Atlanta, 32% of 
the respondents said the economy, followed by crime at 20%, and human services at 12%. 
 
Other survey highlights: 

• Housing affordability remains a challenge for many: Nearly two of three respondents (64%) said they 
could not afford to move to another house or apartment in their current neighborhood, about the same 
as last year 

• Transportation takes a “back seat” to other regional issues: Prior to the pandemic, transportation 
consistently ranked as the region’s top challenge. This year, transportation came in fourth, with 11% of 
respondents choosing it as the region’s biggest problem. That’s the same as last year’s survey. 

• Majority are concerned about climate change: More than half of respondents (53%) said climate change 
is a “major global threat” in the next 10 years. That compares to 59% a year ago, the first year ARC asked 
this question. 

• Emergency health care access challenges: In a new question this year, nearly one in four respondents 
said they “strongly disagreed” or “agreed” that an ambulance would arrive in a timely fashion in case of a 
medical emergency. 

• Concerns over AI: In another new question, 42% of respondents said they felt that artificial intelligence 
would have a “mostly negative” effect on society, while 30% said it would be “more balanced” and 22% 
said “mostly positive.” 

 
For additional information about the 2024 survey, including county level results, please 
visit atlantaregional.org/metroatlantaspeaks. 
 
Regional Excellence Awards 
This year’s Regional Excellence Award winners show how bold ideas, and visionary thinking can transform a 
community. The 2024 winners included:  

• Great Places: Midtown Alliance for the Midtown Public Space Network. This 1.2 square mile, mixed-use 
district provides free amenities and creative activities such as a dog park, green spaces, and a plaza that 
hosts artists markets and yoga classes. Public art anchors open spaces, and tree canopies provide a shady 
respite. 

http://www.atlantaregional.org/metroatlantaspeaks


 

• Innovative Development: Partners for Home, City of Atlanta, and Atlantica Properties for The Melody. 
The Melody is an innovative, 40-unit tiny home community near the Garnett MARTA station in 
downtown Atlanta that is designed to care for the city’s unhoused population. Tenants can stay as long 
as they need in the homes, which are built from repurposed shipping containers. 

 

Harry West Visionary Leadership Award 
Finally, the 2024 Harry West Visionary Leadership Award was presented to longtime civic leader Jack Hardin. 
Hardin stands apart as a regional leader for his longtime work tackling some of the most difficult issues our region 
faces – homelessness and equal access to healthcare. 
 
Hardin, a corporate attorney who led his own firm and now is a partner at Smith, Gambrell & Russell, has been a 
leader in the Atlanta region’s philanthropic community. He currently chairs the Fulton County Board of Health, 
and co-chairs the Regional Commission on Homelessness. He serves as president of the Georgia Legal Services 
Foundation, and as Chair Emeritus of Gateway LLC, a homeless services center he helped create in 2005. 
 
Hardin also serves on the boards of the Grady Memorial Hospital Corporation and of Partners for Home, Inc., and 
is Vice-Chair of the Board of Georgia Works, a workforce program for the chronically homeless.  


