
Office of the Public Defender
Quarterly Report

Kenneth Days
DIRECTOR AND CHIEF PUBLIC DEFENDER



Our Goal 

To represent citizens with their 
legal matters and solve collateral 

issues through community outreach 
and holistic, client-centered legal 

service. 



THE ECONOMIC IMPACT OF 
PUBLIC DEFENDER COMMUNITY 

LEGAL SERVICES



APPOINTMENTS BY JUDGE: July to Dec. 2018

Judge Appointments
Judge Baker 349
Judge Bey 855
Judge Carlisle 402
Judge Cooper 72
Judge DuPre 543
Judge Gaines 603
Judge Graves 1876
Judge Gundy 1008
Judge Harris 80
Judge Patterson 110
Judge Jackson 662
Judge Malicki 198
Judge Mickle 159
Judge Pitts 137
Judge Portis 2189
Judge Shah 47
Judge Sloan 2115
Judge Ward 649



Cost of Misdemeanor Cases

 Police

Corrections

Defense Counsel

 Equipment and Supplies

MISDEMEANOR CASE AVERAGE EXPENSE = $151 - $413
*(National Institute of Justice)

 Judge

 Solicitor

Court Administration



Cost of Misdemeanor Cases
AVERAGE IN-CUSTODY CALENDER = 40 CASES

DAILY COST: x $100 = $4,000.00 x $400 = $16,000.00

WEEKLY COST: x $100 = $20,000.00 x $400 = $80,000.00

MONTHLY COST: x $100 = $80,000.00 x $400 = $320,000.00



Recommended 
Sentence

Client’s name



180 DAY JAIL SENTENCE = $15,287.40 TOTAL 
*at $84.93/day (Vera Institute)



DUI 
REPRESENTATION

• Approx. 1000+ Cases Per Attorney Annually

• Specialized Training Required:
DUI Detection 

Course/Standardized Field 
Sobriety Test

ARIDE: Advanced Roadside 
Impaired Driving Enforcement

DRE: Drug Recognition Expert 
Training



CODE COMPLIANCE 
REPRESENTATION

Principal Goal:  Elimination Of 
Blighted Properties

• Need To Expand Legal Services In:
 TITLE CLEARANCE
 PROBATE

Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental 
Disorders Specialist
 Clinical Hoarding Disorder Treatment



From July 1, 2018 to December 31, 
2018 the Public Defender assisted 
1,708 individuals experiencing 

homelessness

Here’s How the Office of the Public 
Defender Helped…



1,708 Citizens Identified as Homeless Provided 
Legal Services

1,563 Provided Individual, Unduplicated Social 
Service Assistance 

91%



The Demographics:  By Age
Total Homeless Population Served: 1,708
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The Demographics:  By Gender
Total Homeless Population Served: 1,708
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The Demographics:  By Race
Total Homeless Population Served: 1,708
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Community Partnerships

Public Defender’s Office
Community Partnerships

Hope House

First 
Presbyterian 

Church

Salvation Army 
ARC

Salvation Army 
Red Shield

Viewpoint 
Behavioral 

Health

Emergency 
Shelter 

Partnerships

PATH Services

Grady Act 
Services

City of Refuge

Pre-Arrest 
Diversion

Veterans 
Empowerment 

Outreach

@Promise 
Center



PARTNERSHIP WITH ATLANTA POLICE 
HOPE TEAM

OFFICERS WALKER AND SIMMONS



HOPE Team 
Outreach

The Public Defender Office Donated:

• 15 Cases of Water
• 30 Blankets

• 200 Safe Sex Kits
• 150 Pair of Socks
• 30 Hygiene Kits

PDO will assist City of Atlanta’s HOPE Team with Street Outreach 1‐2X a month



Community 
Partnerships

@Promise Center

City of Refuge

First Presbyterian

Hope House

Atlanta Mission



Trust Building:
Donated Snack Packs & Hygiene Kits As 

Engagement to Atlanta’s Homeless 
Population



Street Outreach to 
Aid Atlanta’s 

Homeless 
Population



36 Clients Were 
Transported by Van to 
Shelters, Treatment, or 
Medical Appointments



Economically Prudent to 
Advise All Atlanta 

Communities



RADIO SHOWS REGARDING:
• HANDS FREE LAW – TEXTING AND DRIVING

• POSSESSION OF MARIJUANA CITY ORDINANCE



@Promise Center
Mentoring & Tutoring

Weekly Cooking Class



City of Refuge & 
First Presbyterian Church

•Driver’s License Restoration 
•Benefit Reinstatements
•Legal Clinics & Referrals

• “Know Your Rights” Presentations



418 Atlanta Citizens Sought 
Services and Referrals

from the Office of the Public Defender

*JUL – DEC 2018

Post-Adjudication Walk-Ins



• 266 in Emergency Shelters or Provided 
Emergency Housing Assistance

• 37 in Substance Abuse Treatment

• 90 Received Mental Health 
Counseling/Services/Advocacy

• 48 Connected to Mental Health 
Treatment

• 4 Domestic Violence Shelters

• 9 Permanent Supportive Housing

• 10 Sex Trafficking Housing

• 8 Reunited with Family

• 6 Veterans in Housing

Employment 
and Benefit 
Specialist

Mental 
Health 

Specialist

Social 
Worker

Client 
Advocate

Criminal 
Defense 
Attorney

DUI 
Attorney

Immigration 
Attorney

Code 
Compliance 
Attorney

Clients Placed:



A Collaborative Practice



Questions?


