
Troubling Waters 
 

As you may know by news 

reports, many of our citizens in 

District 9 were affected by the 

flood of the Chattahoochee River, 

RM Clayton Wastewater 

Treatment Plant, Peachtree, 

Proctor and Sandy Creeks.  After 

assessing the damage and needs, it 

was noted that the following 

areas/communities were affected: 

Battleview Drive, Bohler Road, 

Bolton Hills, Commodore Drive, 

Cross Creek, Fernleaf Court, 

Hanover West, Lincoln Homes, 

Ridgewood Heights, Riverside 

and Westover Plantation. 
 

For more than three weeks, 

volunteers have gathered to help 

flood victims remove items from 

the homes damaged by the flood.  

Special thanks goes out to Lead 

Pastor Jim Haskell and the First 

Baptist Church Chattahoochee 
for lending their facility to be the 

headquarters and storage area for 

volunteers and donors to provide 

assistance to the flood victims.  The 

church houses all donated items, 

accepts all financial donations and 

provides space for the Southern 

Baptist Convention Disaster Relief 

volunteers.  (See Flood Relief 

Information on page 2) 
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A Tribute to Sara J. Gonzalez 

Georgia’s First Hispanic Memorial Park 

 

In September, Coronet Way 

Park was renamed Sara J. González 

Memorial Park, the first-ever 

Hispanic/Latino memorial in the 

State of Georgia.  The dedication 

was held in Ms. Gonzalez’s former 

neighborhood of Ridgewood 

Heights and kicked-off National 

Hispanic Heritage Month in the City of Atlanta. 
 

Long-time Atlanta resident, Sara J. González, was an 

entrepreneur, advocate and leader for Hispanic and immigrants.  

She was the founder and President of the Georgia Hispanic 

Chamber of Commerce and a champion of minority-based 

economic growth.  Ms. González established pioneering services 

and programs to aid the newly-arrived as well as those seeking 

betterment through entrepreneurship. 
 

Sarah was a passionate supporter of minority rights and 

worked at the grassroots level and with corporate America, 

including some of the country’s largest blue chip companies.  

“Sara was a friend whose vision for Georgia included everybody.  

She dedicated her life to her family and worked tirelessly to form 

alliances and partnerships for the betterment of the Hispanic 

community all the while advancing business opportunities for all 

minorities.” says Atlanta Mayor Shirley Franklin. 
 

The dedication 

ceremony included 

several speakers such as Councilmember Felicia Moore in whose 

District the park is located, Commissioner Dianne Harnell 

Cohen, Department of Parks, Recreation and Cultural Affairs, CEO 

of AT&T Mobility and Consumer Markets Ralph de la Vega, and 

Ms. Gonzalez’s daughters, Mrs. Isabel C. González Whitaker and 

Ms. Ofelia de La Valette.  Councilmember Clair Muller was 

also in attendance.  
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Flood Relief Information 
 

If you are a flood victim in need of food, clothing, personal care items and/or cleaning 

supplies, please visit: 
 

First Baptist Church Chattahoochee 
(Pickup items in the white building on the west side of the church) 

1950 Bolton Road, NW 

Atlanta, GA 30318 
 

Monday ï Thursday 

12 Noon - 3:00 P.M. 
 

Sunday 

9:00 A.M. ï 12 Noon 

 

 

FULTON COUNTY 

EMERGENCY HOUSING INFORMATION 
 

If you are in need of emergency transitional housing, contact: 
 

Leonard Westmoreland or Ann Isaac 

(404) 730-6779  (404) 224-0126 
 

 

Southern Baptist Convention Disaster Relief 

The following services FREE OF CHARGE 
 

 Home damage assessment 

 Remove damaged drywall 

 Treat wood for mold 

 

For more information, call 1-800-460-6881 

 

 

  



 

DISASTER ASSISTANCE IS AVAILABLE NOW 
 

If you sustained losses or damage in one of the counties declared a federal disaster area 

following the September storms and flooding, you may be eligible for federal and state disaster 

aid. 
 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, TO APPLY BY PHONE OR TO CHECK ON 

YOUR CLAIM, CALL: 
 

1-800-621-FEMA (3362) 

TTY 1-800-462-7585 (For the speech-or-hearing impaired) 

APPLY ON-LINE: 

www.disasterassistance.gov 
 

Please have the following information available when you call: 
 

• A phone number in case we need to call you back • Address of the damaged property 

• Social Security number • Brief description of damages 

• Current mailing address • Insurance information (if you have insurance) 

 

YOU MAY BE ELIGIBLE, BUT YOU MUST APPLY 
 

Recovery assistance for individuals impacted by the floods will be initiated by Fulton County on Thursday, 

October 1
st
 at 8:00 am.  Fulton County will open a Recovery Center on the street level of the Fulton County 

Government Building accessible via the 141 Pryor Street entrance.  There will be representatives from 

FEMA, Fulton County Human Services, Red Cross, Food Stamps Assistance, small business loans, and other 

services.  Fulton County will validate parking for applicants who park at underground.  The facility is expected 

to be opened during the entire month of October (and first week of November depending upon the level of 

service demand) from 8:00 am to 7:00 pm Monday through Friday. 

 

For individuals that sustained damages information and application for assistance can be obtained via 

phone by calling 1-800-621-3362.  They can also apply on-line at www.disasterassistance.gov Eligible 

expenses include (but are not limited to): 
 

 Temporary housing assistance 

 Essential Home repairs 

 Grants for public transportation expenses 

 Medical and dental expenses 

 Funeral and burial expenses 
 

Small Business Loan applications (low interest loans) must be submitted for assistance regarding personal 

property, vehicle repairs or replacement and moving and storage expenses.  Individual applications are 

followed by inspector’s visits via appointment and a decision of approval or denial is made within 14 days of 

the visit.  You do not have to take out a loan, but without a completed application you will not be eligible 

for assistance! 
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For more information: 

• Visit: www.flu.gov 

• Contact CDC 24 Hours/Every Day 

• 1 (800) CDC-INFO (232-4636) 

• TTY: (888) 232-6348 

• cdcinfo@cdc.gov 

Historic Designation Recognized by City and County 
 

Councilmember C. T. Martin along with Councilmember 

Moore and the entire Atlanta City Council honored the residents of 

the Collier Heights Community.  Collier Heights has been listed 

on the National Register of Historic Places because of its 

preeminence nationally as a mid-20th-century African-American 

residential suburban development.  Several residents were in 

attendance and reflected on the history of the neighborhood that 

began development in 1941.  Remarks were made by former 

Georgia State Representative Billy McKinney, Antavius Weems, 

President of the community and senior resident Gilbert Evans. 

Commissioner Emma Darnell, along with the 

Fulton County Board of Commissioners also presented 

the Collier Heights representatives with a proclamation 

during its board meeting held September 16
th

.  

Commissioner Darnell was joined by her colleagues as 

well as State Representative Shelia Jones whose family 

home is located in Historical Collier Heights. 

The community will celebrate the designation 

October 18,
 
2009, 4:00 p.m. at Berean Seventh Day 

Adventist Church, located at 291 Hamilton E. Holmes 

Drive. 
 

A New School, A New Principal 
 

The Business Engineering, Science and Technology Academy (B.E.S.T.) at Ben Carson 

celebrates the start of the 2009-2010 school year.  Parents and community leaders will have an 

opportunity to meet the new principal and staff members, tour the new facility and learn about 

new programs implemented this school year. 
 

LePaul Shelton is the new principal at B.E.S.T. Academy, the single-gender (boys) academy 

that opened in 2007.  Shelton has served APS students for over 14 years as a teacher, school 

facilitator and most recently, principal of Ed.S. Cook Elementary School.  Shelton was also a 2009 recipient of 

the Atlanta Families Award for Excellence in Education. 
 

The new four-story building is located at 1890 Donald Lee Hollowell parkway and is outfitted with state of 

the art technology.  Each classroom has a promethean smart board installed that allows teachers to deliver 

engaging lessons.  In addition there are four computer labs and two mobile laptop carts that are supported by a 

school-wide wireless network.  The school has a new two-story media center that is replete with books, 

computers, meeting rooms, small offices ideal for studying. 
 

Preparing for the Flu, Including 2009 H1N1 
 

The Center for Disease Control, the US Department of Health and Human Services and the US Department of 

Homeland Security have jointly published a communication 

toolkit, “Preparing for the Flu, A Communication Toolkit 

for Businesses and Employers.ò  The purpose is to provide 

information and communication resources to help businesses 

and employers implement recommendations from CDC’s 

Guidance for Businesses and Employers to Plan and Respond 

to the 2009-2010 Influenza Season. 


