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Atlanta City Councilmember Michael Julian Bond Unveils
Historic Markers Honoring the Atlanta Student Movement

City Councilmember
Michael Julian Bond
unveiled a series of markers on Oct. 18 charting the
path students took on the
Atlanta University Center’s
campus to protest injustice
and segregation.

A total of 15 historic markers were erected to identify
the trail of events that led
to the formation of the
Atlanta Student Movement.
In early 1960, Morehouse College
students Lonnie King, Julian Bond
and Joseph Pierce sought to challenge
Atlanta’s racial segregation by replicating the tactics used during the wellknown Greensboro, North Carolina
sit-ins, but were influenced by AUC
college presidents to consider a more
subtle approach by composing a document outlining their concerns.
The students eventually published a
document titled “An Appeal for Human Rights,” detailing the demoralizing effect of racial segregation in all
aspects of American society.
When the document did not yield
much movement, students began
organizing a series of sit-ins to derail
segregation in Atlanta. Around 200
students fanned out into the city to
carefully selected lunchrooms, including the cafeterias at the state capitol,
Atlanta City Hall and Fulton County
Courthouse.

The unveiling ceremony
was held at the Robert W.
Woodruff Library at the
Atlanta University Center.

The markers allow for the
voices and stories of those
who took part in the movement to be heard on any
smartphone or tablet by
swiping a QR code at the
bottom corner each marker.
“There had never been this type of
massive onslaught of students on the
system at one time,” said
Councilmember Bond. “It
sent shockwaves through
Atlanta’s white and black
communities. The students were arrested and
newspapers carried their
full names and where they
were from to encourage
economic reprisals. The sitins and arrests continued
during 1960 as protests
paralleled a national movement.”
The idea for commemorating the student movement with
historic markers began eight years
ago, encouraged by Bond whose late
father, Julian, was part of the original three who decided to take action.
The concept started to become a
reality when a dedication ceremony
was held to rename Fair Street to
Atlanta Student Movement
Boulevard in 2010.

Atlanta City Council Reduces Penalties for False Burglar Alarm
Activations and Fines for Failure to Register Burglar Alarm Systems
The Atlanta City Council approved
an ordinance Monday reducing
false burglar alarm fines and cutting the fines for failure to register
burglar alarm systems with the city.
The legislation was sponsored by
District 8 City Councilmember
Yolanda Adrean.
“This legislation lessens the burden
on homeowners and business owners when an alarm system goes off
accidently, while providing for increased education to our residents,”
Adrean said. “We should not
excessively penalize our residents
when too often a burglar alarm can
go off due to improper arming and
disarming of the system, power
outages and weak batteries, severe
storms, wandering pets, and unsecured doors and windows.”
In accordance with the city’s false
alarm ordinance, residents must
register their alarm systems. While
there is no fee imposed for either
the initial issuance or the first
renewal of an alarm registration,
there was a penalty for failure

thereafter to renew the registration
of an alarm system. Previously the
fines had been $100 for the failure
to renew registration. It has been
reduced to $50. Under the old
ordinance, fines for instances of
false alarms incrementally increased
for the second through fifth false
alarms. Under the new ordinance,
there are no charges for the first
and second offenses and for additional offenses the fines have been
cut in half.
“The goal of registering alarm
systems is to reduce the use of
911 services for false alarms and
allow the police to focus on the
safety of our residents. The use of
a registration program has been
effective in achieving this goal,
but changes were needed to make
sure it’s a program that encourages registration and participation,”
said Adrean. “I’m looking forward
to seeing this program used as it
should be - to reduce false alarms
while not unnecessarily penalizing
our residents who are trying to protect their homes and property.”

Furthermore, Councilmember
Adrean requested that CryWolf
Solutions, which manages the city’s
false alarm ordinance requirements,
make improvements to the overall
system used for the Atlanta program, including the development of
improvements to the standard mail
and email flow to each alarm user,
engaging the alarm monitoring
companies operating in the City to
encourage them to register each of
their clients whether in a new or
renewal status, updating its Atlanta
website to the newest version and
most customer-friendly version
available, and improving the top
line communication that the alarm
users can see on the CryWolf
Atlanta website.

Atlanta City Councilmember Joyce Sheperd and the Atlanta Police Department Hold Groundbreaking for
the New Zone 3 Police Precinct on Metropolitan Parkway

District 12 Councilmember Joyce Sheperd and the Atlanta
Police Department broke ground on a new Zone 3 precinct on
Oct. 21. Buildout for the $7 million facility off Metropolitan
Parkway will take place in 2018.
The Zone 3 precinct is currently located on Cherokee Avenue
in Grant Park. The precinct serves Capitol View, Lakewood
Heights, Mechanicsville, Peoplestown, Perkerson, Hammond
Park, Pittsburgh and Summerhill.
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“This new precinct moves
our officers to the community they serve,” said Sheperd. “It will
be situated right in the heart of the community, on Metropolitan Parkway, which was once considered a red-light district.
Not only will the new precinct offer space for the community
to meet, but it will also improve service to southeast Atlantans
by reducing response times and establishing police presence.
This state-of-the-art building will spur further economic development along the Metropolitan corridor, and encourage the
public safety that is important for our success as a community.”
				
Continued on page 4...

City Councilmember Michael Julian Bond Hosts Forum
on Affordable Housing in Atlanta
Two community forums were
held in September on affordable housing. Attendees
discussed knowing one’s rights
when it comes to housing and
housing discrimination.

The forums were sponsored by
Post 1 At-Large City Councilmember Michael Julian Bond.
Atlanta finds itself in a building
and growth spurt, with a population increase of 12.5 percent between 2010 and 2016—the most
recent year for which population
estimates are available—according to the U.S. Census Bureau.
However, this development boom
has been primarily geared toward

luxury housing. Re/Max Georgia
reports Fulton County as having the highest median price for
homes sold in the Atlanta region
between April 2016 and April
2017, making affordable housing a
challenge.

Atlanta City Council approved an ordinance proposed
by Bond to issue the Atlanta
Housing Opportunity Bond’s
remaining $40 million to
fund homeowner renovations, single- and multifamily
loans, nonprofit development
loans and land assemblage
for affordable and workforce
housing development. He is currently sponsoring legislation to sell
surplus properties in the City of
Atlanta to precleared developers
for a nominal fee so that they may
build affordable housing.

Councilmember Bond has long
been a proponent of affordable
housing in Atlanta. In March, the

City Councilmember Howard Shook Announces Extension of
Blue Heron Nature Preserve, Inc.’s Partnership with the City of Atlanta
Blue Heron Nature Preserve,
Inc., the non-profit organization largely responsible for
managing the popular 30-acre
green space of the same name
in north Buckhead, will have
its stewardship extended for
at least another five years
thanks to legislation that
passed unanimously at the
Oct. 16 meeting of the
Atlanta City Council.

look forward to a continued
collaboration as we seek to
bring understanding and
appreciation to the natural
world.”
“Helping to grow this Buckhead treasure has been a great
pleasure,” said Councilmember Howard Shook. “It’s a
unique natural oasis in our
busy world.”

The partnership with the Department of Parks and Recreation
will enable “the parties to further
their common goal of refurbishing, enhancing and maintaining
the preserve in its natural environment.”

ronmentally friendly landscape
improvements, maintenance of the
preserve so that its natural condition is preserved and it is consistently in a safe condition, and organization of limited educational
programs in the preserve.

The non-profit is specifically authorized to engage in the design,
installation and maintenance
of limited improvements to the
preserve, maintenance of envi-

“Blue Heron values the partnership we have developed with the
City of Atlanta to preserve and
enhance this valuable resource for
the community,” said Executive
Director Kevin McCauley. “We

Blue Heron, a non-profit organization that manages the acreage
and related programming in partnership with the City of Atlanta
Parks Department, hosts hundreds
of visitors each year for educational opportunities, including
field trips, workshops and summer
camps, and recreational pursuits
including fitness, art and community gardening.
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Atlanta City Councilmember Kwanza Hall Sponsors Resolution
Supporting DREAMers, Opposing End of DACA
On Sept. 5, the Trump Administration announced plans to
rescind the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA).
If implemented, the decision would leave 800,000 people
nationally--including 28,000 in Georgia--vulnerable to raids,
detention centers and life-altering deportations that already
affect immigrants not benefiting from the program.
Later that day, during a meeting of the Atlanta City Council,
Councilman Kwanza Hall asked his colleagues to support a
resolution to protect Atlanta’s immigrant community and oppose the end of DACA.
“These
young people are students and entrepreneurs, they are our
neighbors and our colleagues,” said Hall. “Atlanta is a welcoming city, home to two Nobel Peace Prize winners. Our
strength is in our diversity and our commitment to civil and
human rights. It is incumbent upon us as the City of Atlanta
to use all available tools to uphold and protect the rights of
our residents as established by the U.S. Constitution.”
The resolution passed 9-1.

New Zone 3 Precinct ...continued from page 2
The LEED Silver designed
facility will serve as a prototype for all future Atlanta
police precincts.
The new 20,000 squarefoot building will feature
two levels. The main entry
will include a small public
conference room, a 50-seat
community meeting room,
waiting area, reception area,
public restrooms and holding areas.
The second level will be
reserved for administrative
operations and includes offices,
a break room, conference room,
staff area and space designated for
detectives.
“We are very excited about moving
into a new state of the art police
precinct in Zone 3,” said Maj. Jonathan Durant of the Atlanta Police
Department’s Zone 3 precinct.
“Our current precinct is in a small
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house in Zone 6. The logistics of
roll call, vehicle parking and overall
functionality of that space is a challenge on a day to day basis. We’ve
met with the architects and helped
design the new location to meet the
needs of a professionally functioning police precinct. Our precinct
will be located within the zone, in
the Perkerson community, providing better accessibility and service
to the citizens of Zone 3. It will

also boost the morale of our
officers when they come to
work at a facility that is designed to make their jobs a
little more enjoyable as they
deal with the stress from
their profession. Thanks to
Mayor Kasim Reed, Councilmember Joyce Sheperd,
Chief Erica Shields and
members of the city council
who made this day a reality.”
Zone 3’s crime rate is down
11 percent overall since last
year and homicides have
dropped 48 percent during
that same time frame, according to
police data. The zone’s crime rate
has dropped 27 percent since 2009.

Bill Lessens Penalty for Possession of One Ounce or
Less of Marijuana

The Atlanta City Council
approved legislation on Oct. 2
that dramatically reduces the
penalty for marijuana possession in the city code. The vote
passed unanimously.

One of the most powerful
speakers during the vote was
Charnette Trimble of Council
District 4. “You destroy the
black male, and you destroy
the black family unit.”

The bill was introduced by
City Councilmember Kwanza
Hall.

The ordinance changes
the penalty in the Atlanta
Municipal code for possession of marijuana less than
an ounce from the “general
penalty” --which is a fine
of up to $1,000 and up
to six months in jail--to a
maximum fine of $75 and
no jail time.

Hall thanked the city’s civil
rights, criminal justice reform and social justice leaders for helping propel the
legislation in a surge of momentum in the final week
that sealed passage of the
historic legislation.
In praising the leadership of his fellow Council
members, Hall also thanked
Atlanta Mayor Kasim Reed
for supporting the opportunity for
this reform to become a reality.
“Today we stand with every parent
of Atlanta who is fearful of or has
seen their children’s lives destroyed,
or careers ruined because of a
racist policy that unjustly incarcerated minorities by more than 90
percent,” stated Hall. “Reforming
the racist marijuana laws on the
book in Atlanta has been just one
in a number of reforms that I have
fought for.”

This legislation was one in a series
of justice reform policies Councilman Hall has introduced, including
the 2014 “Ban the Box,” ordinance,
the creation of the Pre-Arrest
Diversion Pilot Program in 2015,
a law enforcement transparency
and accountability measure and
legislation to end broken windows
policing in 2016.

The legislation had been
held since May. A key
fact presented during the
debate is that in Atlanta,
the overwhelming number
of arrests for marijuana-related
offenses are African Americans (92
percent), even though studies have
determined usage is at similar levels
across racial demographics.

“And one of the leaders who recognized the unfairness and harshness
of the law was Dr. George Napper,
who was our city’s first African
American Chief of Police, and I’d
like to thank him for his support,”
said Hall.
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Hundreds Attend 22nd Semi-Annual College Prep Series

Atlanta City Council President
Ceasar Mitchell, in partnership
with The Princeton Review,
held his 22nd Semi-Annual
College Prep Series on Oct. 14
at Atlanta Metropolitan State
College.

Outreach Manager for College
Prep Programs at the Princeton
Review. “Ceasar Mitchell has
provided a great forum for facilitating this and Princeton Review is so
happy to be able to do what we can
to help in this effort.”

“We had another great crowd
of students for our fall session,” Mitchell said. “Since we
started this program, thousands of
Atlanta’s middle and high school
students gained the testing experience that ultimately helped them
gain admission to the college of
their choice.

Students will be able to get their
practice test scores back at the end
of the month as part of the “Scores
Back Celebration.” The event will
be held at Atlanta Metropolitan
State College from 9 a.m. to 12
p.m. on Oct. 28.

“We have students who started participating in this program as middle
schoolers, who are now college
graduates. It is rewarding to have
played a role in their educational
achievement.”

More than 700 students registered
for the free event, which provided
SAT and ACT practice exams in a
simulated testing environment. The
event was open to middle and high
school students.
“Princeton Review believes that
gaining experience in the testing
process is the first step in helping
to achieve college admissions goals,
and thus better outcomes for all
individuals,” said Franklin Rabon,

During the follow-up event,
Princeton Review advisors will
provide test feedback along with
tips and strategies to help students
improve overall performance. This
year’s CPS partners include Hojeij
Branded Foods, STEM Wars and
TRiO Georgia.

Community Events from Across Atlanta
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Atlanta City Councilmember Joyce Sheperd joins artist Ashley
D. Thomas for the unveiling of a mural on Cleveland Avenue that
celebrates the diversity of the Perkerson Park community.

Atlanta City Councilmember Ivory Lee Young, Jr. and Council
President Ceasar Mitchell join Dan Cathy, CEO of Chick-Fil-A,
at the groundbreaking ceremony for a new restaurant in District 3.

Atlanta City Councilmember Kwanza Hall joins family members
of the late Hosea Williams and the community for the dedication
of a mural in honor of the civil rights leader.

Atlanta City Councilmembers Natalyn Archibong and Carla
Smith judge fabulous costumes and floats in the 2017 East Atlanta
Strut festival and parade.

Moratorium Extended at Pratt-Pullman Yard
District 5 Councilmember Natalyn
Archibong introduced legislation
requesting a 60-day extension on
the interim controls which would
prohibit any alteration or structure demolition at the historic
Pratt-Pullman Yard as the Atlanta
City Council prepares to vote on
designating the area as a landmark
district.
In June, the Atlanta Urban Design
Commission approved a resolution nominating the century-old
Pratt-Pullman Yard as a landmark
district. As a result, an interim

control period was established to
prevent alterations and demolitions of any onsite building without

consent from the City
of Atlanta’s Office of
Design’s Historic Preservation staff. The interim
control period was set to
expire Oct. 18.
Archibong’s legislation
will extend that date to
Dec. 17. The bill was
approved by the Atlanta
City Council on Oct. 2.
“This extension is in the community’s best interest,” Archibong said.
“It gives city preservationists and
new property owners additional
and much-needed
time to develop a preservation and redevelopment plan that will
be in the best interest
of the community as
well as the developer.”
The Pratt-Pullman
Yard was nominated
to receive designation
as a landmark district
due to its cultural and architectural
significance in the City of Atlanta
and its rail transportation history.

The 25-acre site was purchased this
year by Atomic Entertainment.
Company CEO Adam Rosenfelt
said construction would begin
within the next 12 months.
The new property owners will kick
off construction of a mixed-use
district that will include one sound
stage, a boutique hotel, an outdoor
concert venue, residential, office
and coworking space and an incubator. The project will cost more
than $100 million to complete.

Early Voting Ends Friday, Nov. 3 - Municipal General Election Takes Place Tuesday, Nov. 7
Early voting for the 2017 City of Atlanta Municipal General Election
concludes on Friday, Nov. 3, 2017. Those who have not cast a ballot on
or before Nov. 3 can do so in person on Election Day, Tuesday, Nov.
7 at their assigned polling places within the City of Atlanta in both
Fulton and DeKalb Counties.
The polls will remain open from 7 a.m. until 8 p.m.
At that time, registered voters within the City of Atlanta, who have
registered by October 10, 2017, will vote to fill the Offices of Mayor,
City Council President, City Council, Board of Education, and vote
to retain Municipal Court Judges. All seats are non-partisan, and are
elected or retained for 4-year terms.

“Voting is how we participate in a civic society - be it
for president, be it for a municipal election. It’s the way we teach our
children - in school elections - how to be citizens,
and the importance of their voice.”

		

- Loretta Lynch, the 83rd Attorney General of the United States
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