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Atlanta City Council President Ceasar Mitchell Hosts
Sixth-Annual Back to Business Conference

Atlanta City Council President
Ceasar Mitchell hosted his
sixth-annual Back to Business
Conference (B2B) August 8
through August 10.
The free, three-day event, was
for entrepreneurs and smallbusiness owners who want to
learn about innovative ways of
growing their businesses.

City of Atlanta and Fulton
County.
In addition to giving minority business owners access to
critical resources, the B2B
Conference provided an
opportunity to network and
learn best practices.

“Regardless of how innovative
and well-crafted a business
The conference exposed attendplan may be, an entrepreees to the depth and breadth
neur’s success can hinge on
of the city’s business ecosystem
access to the right intellectual
City Council President Ceasar Mitchell joins participants in
through interactive workshops,
capital, financial resources and
the
2017
Back
to
Business
Conference
panel discussions and a procurement
decision-makers,” President Mitchell
representing Fortune 500 companies
fair. To date, the annual event has atsaid. “Through the Back to Business
and federal, state and local government Conference, I set out to help make
tracted nearly 4,000 participants.
organizations, among others.
that access a reality for minority-, vetThe first night’s panel discusion at
eran- and women-owned businesses.”
More than 90 exhibitors from private
Ponce City Market focused on social
media strategies for small to mid-sized and public corporations as well as
federal, state and local government
businesses. The second night’s panel
agencies were on hand. Corporate
discussion focused opportunties in
exhibitors include The Home Depot,
Georgia exploding movie and televiPorsche Cars North America,
sion industry for potential suppliers.
UPS, The Coca-Cola Company, Georgia Power, SunTrust, the Army Corps
The three-day event culminated with
of Engineers, the Environmental Proinsights from procurement officers
tection Agency, Delta Air Lines, the

Atlanta City Council Approves Federal Grants for More Than 100 Local
Nonprofit Agencies; $26 Million in Homeless Opportunity Bond
More than 100 local nonprofit
community agencies and projects
will get a huge financial boost. The
Atlanta City Council unanimously
approved a resolution on July 17
enabling them to receive a portion
of $31.8 million in federal funding
assistance.
The U. S. Department of Housing
and Urban Development (HUD)
offers annual grants to benefit
housing and community development programs and projects that
focus on local needs and priorities.
Grants include the Community Development Block Grant
(CDBG), the Home Investment
Partnership program (HOME),
the Emergency Solutions Grant
(ESG), and the Housing Oppor-

tunities for Persons With AIDS
(HOPWA) program.
This year, the City of Atlanta will
receive $6,613,822 in CDBG
funding, $603,531 in ESG funding, $1,525,065 in HOME funding, and $23,085,738 in HOPWA
funding. To receive federal funding,
the City of Atlanta must include
qualifying agencies in its Annual
Action Plan, which emphasizes the
overriding principle of assisting
low- and moderate-income persons and households. This plan is
submitted to HUD annually.
Also during its July 17th regularly
scheduled meeting, the Atlanta
City Council approved an ordinance to enter into an intergovernmental contract with Invest Atlanta

to secure a $26 million Homeless
Opportunity Bond. The bond will
be used to finance projects, primarily in housing, with the goal of
making homelessness rare, brief
and non-recurring in the City of
Atlanta.
The bond will be matched by a $25
million philanthropic donation
from the United Way of Greater
Atlanta and will leverage $66 million in public resources for a total
investment of more than $115
million. The funds will assist with
the purchase of new emergency
shelter beds, housing for homeless
youths and families, permanent
housing for chronically homeless
individuals, and a homeless prevention program for families.

Fulton County Animal Control Services Increases
Patrols in the City of Atlanta

The Atlanta City Council has authorized the
immediate expenditure of $72,500 for additional
Fulton County animal control services personnel, equipment and training. Fulton County
contracts with the LifeLine Animal Project, an
organization dedicated to finding homes for
homeless pets.
The City of Atlanta currently has an agreement
with Fulton County under which the city has
agreed to pay approximately $2 million annually
for animal control services. The funding will allow for two additional full-time officers to patrol
Atlanta areas, including at school bus stops.

Fulton County Animal Control Services capture two dogs
after
an attack
on two
students $62,500
The city has
also
reserved
anschool
additional

for enhanced animal control services for the first six months
of calendar year 2018. Starting in August, animal control operating hours will be from 7 a.m. until 7 p.m. to
accommodate school schedules. Previously, operating
hours were from 8 a.m. until 7 p.m.
The increased patrols a January dog attack which killed
a 6-year-old boy and injured a 5-year-old girl as they
walked to school.
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Mercedes-Benz USA and Laureus Announces
$3 Million Investment Westside Atlanta Youth

Atlanta City Councilmembers
Ivory Lee Young, Jr., District
3, and Cleta Winslow, District
4, joined Mercedes-Benz USA
and Laureus USA for the official kickoff of Sport for Good
Atlanta, a $3 million investment into the youth of the
Westside community.

The sports-related investment will
help fund grants to 14 youth

development organizations
in the English Avenue, Vine
City, and Washington Park
neighborhoods.

The July 12 event took place
in Washington Park with the
children participating in a
myriad of sporting activities
aided by Mercedes-Benz USA
TOP: City Councilmembers Ivory Lee Young, Jr.
and
Laureus employees, as 		
and Cleta Winslow joines Mercedes-Benz USA
and Laureus USA for the kick-off of Sport for well as the grantee programs.
Good Atlanta. BOTTOM: Area children enjoya
day of sports and games at Wahington Park.

City Councilmember Howard Shook Completes Fix-It List
Walking Tour

On August 2, District 7 Councilmember Howard Shook completed a walking tour of every street in
his Buckhead borough compiling
a municipal fix-it list. His trek
noted cracked sidewalks, potholes,
sinkholes, collapsed storm drains,
open water meter lids, missing
signs, steel plates, damaged curbing grades and other city infrastructure issues.
“The city often relies on consultants to rate and prioritize various
conditions, and experience shows
that some of the results raise
questions about how projects are
prioritized,” Shook said. “I need to
know that every dollar is going to
where it should.”

the location of each problem directly to the commissioner of each
issue’s appropriate department,
and he is tracking the progress—
or lack thereof—in correcting the
problems.

This is not the first time Shook
compiled a fix-it list for his district. In 2010, he logged more than
32 miles walking each of the 258
streets in District 7.
“Except for the occasional copperhead, it was a very useful and
gratifying experience,” he said.

City Councilmember Howard Shook

Shook emailed a photograph and
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Atlanta City Council Approves Solar Panel
Installation on Atlanta BeltLine’s Westside Trail

The Atlanta City Council approved $50,000 in funding to
purchase and install solar panels on the BeltLine’s Westside
Trail at Aluma Farm, the trail’s first agriculture site.

“Solar power is both cost-effective and efficient,” said Councilmember Joyce Shepherd. “I’m very excited about having
these panels installed along the BeltLine within Council
District 12. Among other roles, these panels will create
power for refrigeration. Renewable energy is the future and
it’s time for us to use the ultimate energy source, the sun, to
our advantage.”
The panels will be installed by Sept. 30 and generate 2.8
kilowatts of solar energy using photovoltaic panels. Aluma
Farm will be totally off-grid and not pull power from the
BeltLine’s main public utility provider. A nearby dashboard
will provide real-time updates on energy usage.

BeltLine’s Westside Trail at Aluma Farm

The Georgia Environmental Facilities Authority (GEFA) offered the City of Atlanta a rebate on the panels,
covering up to 50 percent, or $50,000, of materials, design and installation costs.
The Atlanta BeltLine’s Westside Trail is a three-mile multi-use corridor that spans Southwest Atlanta from University Avenue to Washington Park. Scheduled to open in late summer, it includes Aluma Farm, a 14-foot wide
multi-use trail, 40 acres of greenway and easy access to MARTA bus and train stations.

New Legislation Increases Fines and Penalties for Operating
All-Terrain Vehicles on Public Roads

The Atlanta City Council
passed legislation increasing the minimum fines and
penalties for operating an
all-terrain vehicle (ATV)
on a public road or highway
within the city of Atlanta.

Introduced by District 12
Councilmember Joyce Sheperd, the amended ordinance received unanimous
support during the July 5 meeting.
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“The operation of an ATV is currently prohibited on city-owned
property, parks and residential city
streets, but we are still witnessing
an alarming amount of violations,”
Sheperd said. “Not only are ATV
drivers risking their own lives by
driving recklessly and performing
dangerous stunts, they are also risking the lives of other drivers and
even pedestrians.”

The amended ordinance gives
Atlanta Municipal Court
judges some level of discretion
in sentencing.

Violators of the city’s ATV ordinance would be subject to the
following fines or penalties:
• $750 fine for the first violation
(up from $250);
• $1,000 fine for a second violation
(up from $500);
• 30 days to six months in jail for a
third violation; and
• 60 days to six months in jail for
all subsequent violations.

In the 2015-2016 legislative
session, the Georgia General
Assembly passed House Bill
579, which gives municipalities the ability to prohibit or
limit the operation of ATVs or
personal transportation vehicles on public roads and highways within their jurisdictions if it
is determined that such operation
endangers the safety of the traveling public.
The increase in Atlanta’s penalty for
operating such vehicles in the city
right-of-way comes after a recent
proliferation of ATVs on Atlanta
public streets.

Atlanta City Councilmember Kwanza Hall Joins
Community to Dedicate Mural

District 2 Councilmember Kwanza
Hall has joined community members throughout the Old Fourth
Ward in celebrating Atlanta’s newest murals.

Several murals have arrived to
beautify the O4W neighborhood
this spring and summer. In May,
local artist Laura Pallotta Stumberg
designed a mural on the Highland Avenue bridge overlooking
Freedom Parkway based on artwork from Hope-Hill Elementary
School fourth graders. The second mural, located on Edgewood
Avenue, honors Atlanta rapper
Quentin “Grip Plyaz” Hood, who
lost his two-year long battle with
cancer in June. Crafted by Atlantabased muralist “Dr. Dax” Rudnak,
Hall’s dedication on Saturday, July
22, coincided with the declaration
by Hall of “Grip Plyaz Day” in the
City of Atlanta. Hall dedicated the
third mural, created by local artist
Will Mitchell and conceptualized
by Old Fourth Ward resident Cara
Snow, at the intersection of Irwin
and Hilliard Streets on Sunday, July
23.
“District 2 residents love works of
public art and the artists who create
them,” Hall said. “Each of these
murals creates a sense of place,
inspires us as a community and
enhances the neighborhood.”

The Irwin–Hilliard mural incorporates natural elements including magnolia blossoms and the
images of two hawks that call the
area home. The mural also features
the statement “I Am Somebody,”
the title of Reverend William H.
Borders, Sr.’s seminal 1947 sermon, which Snow learned about
through her neighbor Eric Borders,
grandson of the famous minister.
The statement is meant to inspire

pride was palpable,” Snow said.

Stumberg also lauded the sense
of collaboration in creation of the
Highland Avenue bridge mural. “It
was a community effort,” Stumberg
said: “designed by kids, facilitated
by me, and painted by members of
the community.” Funding for the
mural came from a Neighborhood
Arts Grant from the Mayor’s Office
of Cultural Affairs.

I Am Somebody mural located at Irwin and Hilliard Streets

conversation, according to Snow.
As volunteer artists gathered to
contribute their work to the mural
and passersby—many of
them former or current
O4W residents—shared
memories of the community and discussed
what “I Am Somebody”
meant to them, “the
sense of neighborhood

Councilmember Kwanza Hall poses in front of the mural
commemorating Reverend William H. Borders, Sr.’s 1947 sermon

The late Reverend William H. Borders, Sr.
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City Councilmember Andre Dickens Hosts
25 African Fellows During Special Leadership Luncheon
Post 3 At-Large City
Councilmember Andre
Dickens hosted 25 African
fellows at a special leadership luncheon for Mandela Day on Tuesday, July
18, at Atlanta City Hall.
The fellows are visiting
Atlanta as part of the
Mandela Washington Fellowship for Young African
Leaders Initiative, an international
competitive program that provides
outstanding business leaders from
Sub-Saharan Africa the opportunity to hone their leadership skills
at a U.S. college or university with
support for professional

2017 Mandela Washington Fellows
development after they return
home.
The Mandela Washington Fellowship for Young African Leaders
Initiative is a partnership between

Clark Atlanta University
and the U.S. Department of State. Fellows
represent several African countries, including
Botswana, Democratic
Republic of the Congo,
Ethiopia, Kenya, Madagascar, Nigeria, South
Africa, Uganda and Zimbabwe.
Guest speakers were Atlanta Public
Schools Chairman Courtney English and Business Leader & Army
Veteran Quincy Springs.

Scenes from A Night of Jazz Under the Stars at The Wren’s Nest

Jazz Matters @ The Wren’s Nest, Experiencing Jazz Concert Series
Every third Friday between
July 21, 2017 and September 15, 2017
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Pratt-Pullman Yard Recieves Historic Landmark Status
The Atlanta Urban Design Commission has designated the century-old Pratt-Pullman Yard as a
historic site due to its cultural and
architectural significance.
A public hearing on the designation took place before the commission on July 26 at Atlanta City
Hall. For years, the site faced an
uncertain future, having passed
through several ownerships and
uses.
“This is a giant leap forward in our
quest to preserve such a unique
piece of our city’s history,” said

Pratt-Pullman Yard

District 5 City Councilmember Natalyn Archibong, who represents
this historic Kirkwood
neighborhood in which
Pratt-Pullman Yard
resides. “I am pleased that
a process is underway to
allow for the preservation of the buildings at
the Pratt-Pullman Yard.
Some of the buildings on this
property are more than 100 years
old and today serve as a testament
to Atlanta’s railroading history and
to contributions made by AfricanAmerican workers.”
In 1904, the site began
as the home of Pratt
Engineering and
Machine Company,
a parts manufacturer
for sugar and fertilizer
processing plants, and
the property served as
a plant that manufactured munitions used
by soldiers in World
War I in 1917.

Pratt-Pullman Yard
In 1922, the Chicago-based Pullman Company purchased the
property and turned it into a rail
car repair station. At the time, the
site was a major employer in Atlanta. In a segregated South, Pullman’s Atlanta shop manager began
recruiting black workers from
local porters and car cleaners. The
company became one of the largest
employers of African-Americans in
the country.
The Pratt-Pullman Yard is comprised of 100,000 square feet of
historic buildings and sits on 26.9
acres.
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Atlanta City Council Contacts

ATLANTA CITY COUNCIL MAIN NUMBER
(404) 330-6030
Hon. Ceasar C. Mitchell, President
Phone: (404) 330-6052 Email: ccmitchell@atlantaga.gov

Hon. Yolanda Adrean, District 8
Phone: (404) 330-6051 Email: yadrean@atlantaga.gov

Hon. Carla Smith, District 1
Phone: 404-330-6039 Email: csmith@atlantaga.gov

Hon. Felicia A. Moore, District 9
Phone: (404) 330-6044 Email: fmoore@atlantaga.gov

Hon. Kwanza Hall, District 2
Phone: (404) 330-6038 Email: khall@atlantaga.gov

Hon. Clarence T. Martin, District 10
Phone: (404) 330-6055 Email: cmartin@atlantaga.gov

Hon. Ivory Lee Young, Jr., District 3
Phone: (404) 330-6046 Email: ilyoung@atlantaga.gov

Hon. Keisha Lance Bottoms, District 11
Phone: (404) 330-6054 Email: kbottoms@atlantaga.gov

Hon. Cleta Winslow, District 4
Phone: (404) 330-6047 Email: cwinslow@atlantaga.gov

Hon. Joyce M. Sheperd, District 12
Phone: (404) 330-6053 Email: jmsheperd@atlantaga.gov

Hon. Natalyn Mosby Archibong, District 5
Phone: (404) 330-6048 Email: narchibong@atlantaga.gov

Hon. Michael Julian Bond, Post 1 At-Large
Phone: (404) 330-6770 Email: mbond@atlantaga.gov

Hon. Alex Wan, District 6
Phone: (404) 330-6049 Email: awan@atlantaga.gov

Hon. Mary Norwood, Post 2 At-Large
Phone: (404) 330-6302 Email: mnorwood@atlantaga.gov

Hon. Howard Shook, District 7
Phone: (404) 330-6050 Email: hshook@atlantaga.gov

Hon. Andre Dickens, Post 3 At-Large
Phone: (404) 330-6041 Email: adickens@atlantaga.gov
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