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By a vote of 13-1, the Atlanta City Council approved the 
city’s 2017 fiscal year’s budget, which comprises of a $2 bil-
lion operating fund and $607.3 million general fund budget. 

The 2017 budget also includes salary increases for many 
public safety employees.

“The Atlanta City Council passed a strong, fiscally respon-
sible budget that addresses the needs of our citizens,” said 
City Council President Ceasar C. Mitchell. “Together, we 
increased our code enforcement capacity, and strengthened 
our dedication to parks. Most notably, we made a significant 
investment in quality pay for our Police and Fire Depart-
ments.  Our first responders are crucial to the success of our 
city, and our commitment to them must reflect their demon-
strated commitment to our city.”

“I am excited about our capacity to work together with the 
administration and our employees in reaching such a positive 
consensus for the citizens of Atlanta,” Mitchell said.  

The budget, which takes effect July 1, continues the rollout 
of road improvements authorized by Atlanta voters in last 
year’s $250 million infrastructure bond.
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“I am completely heartbroken over the senseless and tragic attack on our brothers and sisters in the LGBT 
community in Orlando. My thoughts and prayers go out to the families and loved ones of  those affected by this 
horrific incident.

I know that the LGBT community, our family and friends will come together to comfort and support each other 
as we absorb this devastating news. May we all come through it stronger and more united than before.” 

– Atlanta City Councilmember Alex Wan, District 6, on Sunday, June 12, 2016
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Atlanta City Councilmember Natalyn Archibong 
paid a visit to the latest creation by local artist Fahamu 
Pecou at King Memorial MARTA Station on June 13. 
Pecou worked five long days in order to complete the 
mural while upon a sky lift at King Memorial MARTA 
station. The mural is the first of four planned public 
art projects for En Route — a collaboration between 
MARTA, WonderRoot, Fulton County Arts & Cul-
ture, and The TransFormation Alliance. 

Fahamu Pecou concept behind the mural was created 
with a particular respect to both the history of the 
neighborhoods surrounding the station and the feed-
back gathered by the residents who live there. 

The mural features an image that references a quote 
from Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.: “An individual has 
not started living until he can rise above the narrow 
confines of his individualistic concerns to the broader 
concerns of all humanity.”

Pecou and two supporting artists, Joe Dreher and 
Fabian Williams, also created three additional murals 
that will appear at the Oakland City and H.E. Holmes 
MARTA stations in Westview and West End respec-
tively. Addtional projects will also be unveiled through-
out the year.

City Councilmember Natalyn Archibong visits the latest creation 
by local artist Fahamu Pecou at King Memorial MARTA Station

City Councilmember Andre Dickens sponsors bill calling for the reorganization 
of the City of Atlanta’s Department Planning & Community Development

The Atlanta City Council has ap-
proved legislation that will result 
in the reorganization of the city’s 
Department of Planning and Com-
munity Development.

“The City Council’s vote to reorga-
nize the Department of Planning 
and Community Development is an 
important step to offering higher 
quality, sustainable and equitable 
growth for Atlanta,” said City 
Councilmember Andre Dickens. 
The measure was approved on June 
20.

“I was proud to sponsor this ordi-
nance because of its thoughtful and 
comprehensive approach to plan-
ning and community development 
and how the city can improve the 
lives of our people and businesses. 
It was a collaborative effort between 
the Administration, Commissioner 
Tim Keane and his department 
and my colleagues on City Council, 
especially the co-sponsors Council-

members Ivory Young, Cleta Win-
slow, Natalyn Archibong0 and Joyce 
Sheperd. The committee sought 
input from all Councilmembers and 
the community to try and get the 
best results possible,” Dickens said.

The City Council’s action could 
bring major changes to how At-
lanta builds — and a much swifter 
permitting process.

“I was particularly pleased with 
the department’s focus on provid-
ing high quality housing options 
especially for our low and moderate 
income citizens. It also intends to 
ensure the wonderful quality of our 
neighborhoods while addressing 
community and economic develop-
ment at the neighborhood level,” 
Dickens said.

“Improving the Office of Building’s 
process should increase our effi-
ciency and affordability and should 
help everyone – from developers 

building high rises to homeowners 
building a fence or deck,” he said.

“Our city is also poised to be even 
greater as we embark on new best 
practices in zoning, mobility plan-
ning and design. We are positioning 
Atlanta to grow smarter, improving 
our competitiveness and guarantee-
ing our role in the global economy 
while we continue to remember and 
invest in what has made Atlanta 
great,” said Dickens.
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City Councilmember Kwanza Hall attends Sweet Auburn Gala 
hosted by Sweet Auburn Works, Inc.

Atlanta City Councilmember 
Kwanza Hall attended the inaugural 
Sweet Auburn Gala on 
June 2 hosted by Sweet Auburn 
Works, Inc.

Sweet Auburn Works (SAW)has 
been active in the preservation of 
historic structures and the growth 
of local businesses in the area, in 
partnership with invest Atlanta and 
the Atlanta Downtown Improve-
ment District.

Sweet Auburn remains home to 
longtime businesses, residents and 
institutions, including the Na-
tional Park Service, Georgia State 
University, and a number of his-
toric churches. More than 1 million 
visitors come each year to visit the 
Martin Luther King Jr. National 
Historic Site alone and Georgia 
State’s 30,000-plus students pass 
through this neighborhood every 
day. 

The historic area is also home to the 
Atlanta Streetcar, which provides 
a convenient way to travel between 
the Sweet Auburn historic districts, 
the heart of downtown, attractions, 
and Georgia State University. 

Auburn Avenue was once a regular 
stop for musicians, sharecroppers, 
and dispossessed residents after 
the American Civil War. In the 
early 1900s an entrepreneurial class 
emerged, forming some of the busi-

nesses that would endure long into 
the 21st century.    
  
As one of the earliest African 
American enterprise areas in the 
country, the Sweet Auburn area 
flourished from the mid-nineteenth 
century to early twentieth century.  

The revitalization of the historic 
district has begun to pick up and 
many efforts have been made in the 
past few decades to preserve Sweet 
Auburn’s history as well as activate 
economic development.
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Atlanta City Council and staff receive 
2016 Transparent Diamond Award from the Department of Ethics

The City of Atlanta Board of Ethics and the Ethics 
Office held the 2016 Transparent Diamond Awards 
ceremony on June 8 at Atlanta City Hall. 

This year, 10 city departments and 38 city boards 
received the Diamond Award for having 100% compli-
ance with the City’s financial disclosure filing require-
ments. To receive the Diamond Award, every required 
filer in the department, including former employees, 
must meet the April 1 deadline for filing. In addition, 
five departments received the Honorable Mention 
Award for having met the filing requirement before the 
grace period which ended on April 16.

Diamond Award Recipients Among 
City Departments

•	 Atlanta	Fire	Rescue	Department
•	 Atlanta	Municipal	Court
•	 Atlanta	Police	Department
•	 Atlanta	Workforce	Development	Agency
•	 City	Auditor’s	Office
•	 City	Council
•	 Department	of	Corrections
•	 Department	of	Law
•	 Department	of	Procurement
•	 Public	Defender’s	Office

Diamond Award City  Recipients Among 
City Boards

•	 Airport	West	Community	Improvement	Board		
 (CID)
•	 Atlanta	Beltline,	Inc.
•	 Atlanta	Citizen	Review	Board
•	 Atlanta	Development	Authority	(INVEST	
 Atlanta)
•	 Atlanta	Sister	Cities	Commission
•	 Atlanta-Fulton	Public	Library	System	Board
•	 Audit	Committee
•	 Board	of	Ethics
•	 Board	of	Zoning	Adjustment
•	 Buckhead	Community	Improvement	District		
 Board
•	 Campbellton	Road	TAD	Advisory	Committee
•	 Commission	on	Aging
•	 Downtown	Atlanta	Community	Improvement		
 District

•	  Fire Fighters Pension Fund Board
•	 Fulton	County-City	of	Atlanta	Land	Bank	
 Authority
•	 In	Rem	Review	Board
•	 Keep	Atlanta	Beautiful	Board
•	 License	Review	Board
•	 Little	Five	Points	Community	Improvement		
 District
•	 Municipal	Market	Board-Municipal	Market		
 Company
•	 People	TV	Board
•	 Piedmont	Park	Conservancy
•	 Police	Officers	Pension	Fund	Board
•	 Procurement	Appeals	Hearing	Officer
•	 Renew	Atlanta	Infrastructure	Bond	Technical		
 Advisory Committee
•	 SPI-1	Downtown	Development	Review		
 Committee
•	 SPI-9	Buckhead	Village	District	Development		
 Review Committee
•	 SPI-12	Buckhead-Lenox	Station	District		
 Development Review Committee
•	 SPI-16	Midtown	Development	Review			
 Committee
•	 Stadium	Neighborhood	TAD	Advisory			
 Committee
•	 Taxicabs	and	Vehicles	for	Hire	Hearing	Officer
•	 Tree	Conservation	Commission
•	 Water	and	Sewer	Appeals	Board
•	 Westside	TAD	Downtown	Advisory	Board
•	 Westside	TAD	Neighborhood	Advisory	Board
•	 Zoning	Review	Board

Honorable Mention Awards
•	 Atlanta	Information	Management	(AIM)
•	 Department	of	Aviation
•	 Department	of	Finance
•	 Department	of	Watershed	Management
•	 Office	of	the	Solicitor

Left photo: The City of Atlanta Board of Ethics and the Ethics 
Office presents the 2016 Transparent Diamond Award to the 
Atlanta City Council and staff. Accepting the award on behalf of the 
legislative body is City Council Staff Director Tangela Williams
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Atlanta City Hall will be closed on Monday, July 4, 2016

In observance of Independence 
Day, Atlanta City Hall will be 
closed on Monday, July 4, 2016.

Government operations will 
resume on Tuesday, July 5 during  
normal business hours.

The Atlanta City Council will 
also convene on Tuesday, July 5 
for its bi-monthly meeting at 
1 p.m. in the City Council 
Chamber, Atlanta City Hall, 55 
Trinity Avenue, S.W.

Atlanta City Councilmember Keisha Lance Bottoms and 
Mayor Kasim Reed celebrated the grand opening of Splash 
Island, the city’s newest splash pad at Adams Park on June 
21.

Splash Island features a spray pool, water cannons, a dumping 
water bucket, new lifeguard chairs, and deck space for large 
crowds. 

The event was emceed by former Atlanta Hawks player 
Dominique Wilkins.

The Adams Park splash pad is the City of Atlanta’s sixth 
spray pool.

Atlanta City Councilmember Keisha Lance Bottoms and the 
Department of Parks and Recreation celebrated the renaming 
of the Ben Hill Recreation Center to the Center of Hope at 
Coach William Walker Recreation Center on June 22.

“Coach Walker spent more than 40 years coaching southwest 
Atlanta children and giving them an excellent start towards a 
bright future,” said Councilmember Bottoms.  “He provided 
lifelong learning opportunities that enhanced the success of 
students and their families.”

The	ceremony	was	hosted	by	V-103’s	Ryan	Cameron	with	spe-
cial guests from the Atlanta Hawks, Hawks cheerleaders, and 
Harry the Hawk. In addition to a new name, the facility also 
features a newly renovated basketball court.
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On June 20, Atlanta City Councilmember Cleta Winslow 
announced an increase in the reward for information leading 
to an arrest in the death of 19-year-old Bridget Shiel.

Winslow is contributing $5,000 to the reward fund with a 
matching amount from the Atlanta Police Foundation.

Police say the Shiel had multiple gunshot wounds to her 
back, legs and arms when her body was found at James Or-
ange Park at Oakland City Park in District 4 in May.

Police located Shiel’s stolen red 2009 Ford Fusion on Geor-
gia 400, near Northridge/Roswell. Anyone with information 
can call 404 577-Tips (8477) or text tip to    
  “CRIMES” (274637)

City residents encouraged to give feedback through online 
survey.

Cities across the country—large and small—are posting all of 
their expenditures on the Internet, where they are accessible to 
the public for review.

Several members of the Atlanta City Council have proposed 
legislation to implement a similar system in Atlanta. This 
quick survey is intended to find out the support for this type 
of financial transparency in Atlanta.  

All responses are confidential.

To complete the Transparency Survey or visit: 
http://marynorwood.com/transparency-survey/

By a vote of 14-1, the Atlanta City 
Council passed a citywide af-
fordable housing ordinance as an 
important first step in providing 
affordable housing options for the 
people across the city. 

The measure was authored by 
Atlanta City Councilmember 
Andre Dickens.

“With passage of this ordinance, 
any multi-family residential prop-
erty for lease that receives a grant, 
incentive, or subsidy in the City of 
Atlanta will be obligated to adhere 
to the housing set asides,” Dickens 
said. “That means that either 10% 
of the units at 60% Area Median 

Income (AMI) and below or 15% 
of the units at 80% AMI and below 
meet the provisions of the ordi-
nance. The greater collaboration on 
this effort provided options for even 
deeper affordability standards.”
 
Dickens said mixed income com-
munities have a proven track record 
of improving our overall commu-
nity. 

“We ensured in the ordinance that 
the affordable housing units would 
be similar in construction and ap-
pearance (e.g., square footage, type 
and brand of appliances, materials 
used for countertops, flooring, etc.) 
to the market rate units and would 

not be in isolated areas in the de-
velopment, but interspersed among 
the market rate units,” he said.”I 
am committed to ensuring devel-
opment without displacement and 
providing practical diverse hous-
ing options for our diverse com-
munity. I share the real concern of 
the Mayor and the Council about 
inequity and unbalanced growth in 
Atlanta.”
 
“This ordinance is a tangible step 
forward to help Atlantans today 
and into the future,” said Dickens.

Mary Norwooed Felicia Moore
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Atlanta City Councilmember Joyce Sheperd announces increased 
funding to assist in the redevelopment of Ft. McPherson and 

for code enforcement
Atlanta City Councilmember Joyce 
Sheperd announced the allocation of 
$750,000 for technical assistance in 
the redevelopment of Ft. McPher-
son and an additional $325,000 to 
help in the city’s code enforcement 
efforts.

The funds will be made available in 
the city of Atlanta’s FY 2017 budget 
which was approved June 20.

The $750,000 funding is a result of a 
ULI technical assistance panel study 
focused on the 145 acres and ARC 
Livable Centers Initiative Study that 
was just completed for the larger 
Oakland City/Fort McPherson area. 
Both of those exercises involved a 
significant amount of community 
input and were informed by market 
data.

Significant technical development 
expertise is needed to support at-
tracting redevelopment that isn’t 
substantially represented on the 
McPherson Implementing Local 
Redevelopment Board, and current 
funding is stretched with the carry-
ing costs of maintaining the base.
Sheperd said there are many assets 
in place that create great opportu-
nities (for example, two MARTA 
Stations, proximity to Beltline, 
continued economic development 
conversations with Mr. Perry).  The 
technical expertise will guide the 
City of Atlanta to take maximum 
advantage and put this property to 
its highest and most productive use 
for the benefit of the surrounding 
communities, job creation, economic 
development and City of Atlanta tax 
rolls.

Councilmember Sheperd, who is 
also Chair of the Code Enforcement 
Commission, secured an additional 
$325,000 funding for Code En-
forcement.

This funding will assist the Atlanta 
Police Department to significantly 
increase staffing within the Code 

Enforcement Office.  This is in 
addition to $4,200,000 for Code 
Enforcement for FY17.

The plan will deliver the following 
resources: 

•	 Eight (8) additional researcher 
positions

•	 A new operations manager
•	 A new customer service/
communications specialist

The new positions will also deliver 
the following benefits: 

•	 Free up inspectors’ time to 
pursue proactive housing code 
enforcement

•	 Improve title research capa-
bilities and shorten time resolve 
cases

•	 Overall coordination of back-
office work flows, service level 
agreements (SLAs) and imple-
mentation of operational and 
financial strategies

•	 Increase reporting to inter-
nal and external stakeholders 
regarding case status and overall 
activity levels

•	 Enhanced liaison with key 
partners including City Coun-
cil, City Departments, Fulton 
County and other partner orga-
nizations
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