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AN ORDINANCE BY ZONING COMMITTEE AMENDING CHAPTER 16 OF THE CODE OF 
ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF ATLANTA GEORGIA FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEFINING 
CERTAIN TERMS RELATING THE CHARGING OF ELECTRIC VEHICLES AND ALTERNATIVE 
FUEL STATIONS; SETTING FORTH REGULATIONS CONCERNING THE INSTALLATION AND 
USE OF CHARGING STATIONS FOR ELECTRIC VEHICLES; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.
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AN ORDINANCE BY ZONING COMMITTEE AMENDING CHAPTER 16 OF THE CODE OF 
ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF ATLANTA GEORGIA FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEFINING 
CERTAIN TERMS RELATING THE CHARGING OF ELECTRIC VEHICLES AND ALTERNATIVE 
FUEL STATIONS; SETTING FORTH REGULATIONS CONCERNING THE INSTALLATION AND 
USE OF CHARGING STATIONS FOR ELECTRIC VEHICLES; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.
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Zoning Number Z-14-26

NPU / CD City Wide Text Amendment

Staff Recommendation

NPU Recommendation

ZRB Recommendation

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 16 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY 
OF ATLANTA GEORGIA FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEFINING CERTAIN TERMS RELATING TO 
THE CHARGING OF ELECTRIC VEHICLES AND ALTERNATIVE FUEL STATIONS; SETTING 
FORTH REGULATIONS CONCERNING THE INSTALLATION AND USE OF CHARGING 
STATIONS FOR ELECTRIC VEHICLES; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.

WHEREAS, electricity is a sustainable and domestically produced source of transportation fuel that may 
be used to power motor vehicles with zero or ultra-low tailpipe emissions; and 

WHEREAS, the market for electric vehicles in the United States, including the Atlanta metro area, has 
steadily increased since the introduction of commercially available models in 2011 with new industry 
standards for universal compatibility between vehicle manufacturers making it easier for the City to 
provide regulations which will be useful in achieving certain policy goals; and

WHEREAS, the City of Atlanta is committed to increasing and improving sustainability, improving air 
quality by reducing pollutants, and adopting  land use and transportation policies that are appropriate for 
urban uses; and

WHEREAS, the driving distance between battery charges in current, commercially available electric 
vehicle models limits broader consumer adoption of electric vehicles, and in order to increase consumer 
acceptance and usage of electric vehicles, as well as to further the City’s policy goals, an infrastructure 
of convenient electric vehicle charging opportunities is desirable; and

WHEREAS, the development of regulations for electric vehicle charging infrastructure in the City of 
Atlanta will contribute to an urban environment in which residents and visitors to have greater access to 
safe personal electric vehicle charging equipment at their place of residence and employment and at 
commercial and recreational locations throughout the City; and
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WHEREAS, charging for private electric vehicles tends to take place mostly in residential settings, and 
mixed-used districts and defining regulations for an electric vehicle charging infrastructure in these 
districts of Atlanta is in the public interest; and

WHEREAS, incentives for the installation of electric vehicle charging equipment by allowing each 
electric vehicle parking space to count as two spaces when evaluating the parking required in certain 
commercial and mixed use districts will more quickly increase the number of electric vehicle charging 
stations; and

WHEREAS, facilitating the use of electricity as an alternative fuel for transportation purposes can better 
assist the City in achieving its goals of reducing air pollution and greenhouse gas emissions by 
encouraging the transition to this alternative fuel; and

WHEREAS, facilitating the use of electricity as an alternative fuel for transportation purposes aligns the 
City with a national policy of reducing air pollution and greenhouse gas emissions and reducing 
dependence on fossil fuels much of which is imported from foreign sources; and 

WHEREAS, the development of an electric vehicle charging infrastructure will create jobs and foster 
economic growth as the automobile industry transitions to this technology because local retailers and 
contractors will be required to sell, install, maintain, and repair these electric vehicles and the charging 
equipment; and

NOW THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATLANTA, GEORGIA HEREBY 
ORDAINS AS FOLLOWS::

SECTION 1. Section 1 of Chapter 29, Definitions, of Part 16, Zoning, of the Code of 
Ordinances, City of Atlanta, Georgia, is hereby amended to read as set forth in Attachment A. New text 
is shown by underline. Deletions of text are shown by strikethrough. All other provisions of Chapter 29 
shall remain unchanged and in full force and effect.

SECTION 2. The uses allowed in various zoning districts as governed by various chapters in Part 16, 
Zoning of the Code of Ordinances, City of Atlanta, Georgia, are hereby amended to read as set forth in 
Attachment B. New text is shown by underline. Deletions of text are shown by strikethrough. All other 
provisions of Part 16 shall remain unchanged and in full force and effect.

SECTION 3: Section 16-28.014 of the Code of Ordinances, City of Atlanta, Georgia, is hereby 
amended to read as set forth in Attachment C. New text is shown by underline. Deletions of text are 
shown by strikethrough. All other provisions of Part 16 shall remain unchanged and in full force and 
effect.
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SECTION 4: The Code of Ordinances, City of Atlanta, Georgia, is hereby amended at Part 16, Zoning 
by adding a section to be numbered Section 16-28.017.which section reads as set forth in Amendment 
D.

SECTION 5: This ordinance shall become effective when signed by the Mayor or as otherwise 
provided by operation of law.
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