
CITY COUNCIL
ATLANTA, GEORGIA
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AN ORDINANCE BY FINANCE/EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 10-O-
1171 ADOPTED BY THE ATLANTA CITY COUNCIL ON JULY 6, 2010 AND APPROVED ON JULY 
15, 2010 PURSUANT TO CITY CHARTER SECTION 2-403, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT THE CHIEF 
FINANCIAL OFFICER MAY EXPEND COMMITTED FUNDS FROM THE ANNUAL HOTEL/MOTEL 
AND RENTAL CAR TAXES FOR THE STARTUP AND OPERATIONS AND MAINTENANCE OF 
THE ATLANTA STREETCAR SYSTEM (“ATLANTA STREETCAR”) PRIOR TO THE ACTUAL 
COLLECTION OF FARES FROM RIDERS; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.

Workflow List:
Santana Kempson Wright Completed 04/30/2014 4:45 PM
Rita Braswell Completed 04/30/2014 5:11 PM
Richard Mendoza Completed 05/01/2014 2:47 PM
Stefanie Grant Completed 05/01/2014 3:35 PM
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AN ORDINANCE BY FINANCE/EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 10-O-
1171 ADOPTED BY THE ATLANTA CITY COUNCIL ON JULY 6, 2010 AND APPROVED ON JULY 
15, 2010 PURSUANT TO CITY CHARTER SECTION 2-403, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT THE CHIEF 
FINANCIAL OFFICER MAY EXPEND COMMITTED FUNDS FROM THE ANNUAL HOTEL/MOTEL 
AND RENTAL CAR TAXES FOR THE STARTUP AND OPERATIONS AND MAINTENANCE OF 
THE ATLANTA STREETCAR SYSTEM (“ATLANTA STREETCAR”) PRIOR TO THE ACTUAL 
COLLECTION OF FARES FROM RIDERS; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.

WHEREAS, pursuant to Ordinance 10-O-1171, the City of Atlanta (“City”) executed an 
intergovernmental agreement with the Metropolitan Atlanta Rapid Transit Authority, the Downtown 
Atlanta Community Improvement District, and the Atlanta Downtown Improvement District, Inc., 
which committed the City to pay up to One Million Dollars ($1,000,000.00) annually for the operations 
and maintenance of the Atlanta Streetcar for a period not to exceed twenty (20) years from the date of 
execution; and

WHEREAS, the source of the City’s annual funding obligation for the operations and maintenance of 
the Atlanta Streetcar are those Rental Motor Vehicles taxes authorized pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 48-13-90 
et seq. and imposed by City Code Sec. 146-111 et seq. and Hotel/Motel Taxes authorized pursuant to 
O.C.G.A. § 48 -1350 et seq. and imposed by City Code Sec. 146-76 et seq.; and

WHEREAS, Ordinance 10-O-1171, Section 5 states in part, that “…no funds for operations and 
maintenance shall be expended until the streetcar line is constructed and in operation collecting fares 
from riders”; and

WHEREAS, the Department of Public Works desires to implement a promotional ridership phase for a 
period of approximately three (3) months for the operations of the Atlanta Streetcar, during which time, 
the fares shall be waived for all riders; and 

WHEREAS, the Streetcar will necessarily incur expenses related to the startup, operation and 
maintenance of the Streetcar prior to collecting fares from riders; and 

WHEREAS, the Department of Public Works desires to be able to allocate funding for startup,  
operations and maintenance costs incurred prior to the collection of fares from riders; and 

WHEREAS, the Department of Public Works and the Atlanta Streetcar would benefit from having such 
a “free fare” promotional period.

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATLANTA, GEORGIA HEREBY 
ORDAINS AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1: That Ordinance 10-O-1171 be amended by deleting Section 5 its entirety and inserting in 
its place a new Section 5 to read as follows:

The Mayor is authorized to execute an intergovernmental agreement with MARTA for the purpose of 
the TIGER II Discretionary Grant application to be sent to USDOT pursuant to the April 26, 2010 
Federal Register notice set forth in Vol. 75, No. 79 at pp. 21695 et seq and as amended which shall 
commit the City to pay up to One Million Dollars ($1,000,000.00) annually for operation and 
maintenance of the streetcar system for a period not to exceed twenty (20) years from the date of 
execution, provided however that no funds for operations and maintenance shall be expended for any 
purpose other than the expressed and direct startup and operations and maintenance of the Streetcar. In 
no case shall any portion of the funds be used to fund any startup and operations and maintenance not 
directly attributable to operations for a streetcar in the City of Atlanta and that has been built in whole or 
in part with TIGER II Discretionary Grant funds. The source of such funds shall be those Rental Motor 
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Vehicles taxes authorized pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 48-13-90 et seq. and imposed by City Code Sec. 146-
111 et seq. and Hotel/Motel Taxes authorized pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 48 -1350 et seq. and imposed by 
City Code Sec. 146-76 et seq.; provided, however, that the proportion of the funding commitment from 
each tax source shall be at the Mayor's discretion as approved in an annual budget.

SECTION 2: That this ordinance shall become effective immediately upon signing by the Mayor or as 
otherwise provided by the operation of law.

SECTION 3:  That all ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict with this ordinance are hereby 
repealed to the extent of the conflict. 
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