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AN ORDINANCE BY COUNCILMEMBER MARY NORWOOD TO AMEND PART II ("GENERAL 
ORDINANCES"), CHAPTER 50 ("CIVIL EMERGENCIES"), ARTICLE II ("EMERGENCY 
MANAGEMENT"), SECTION 5-31 ("POWERS, DUTIES OF DIRECTOR") OF THE CODE OF 
ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF ATLANTA, GEORGIA, SO AS TO AMEND SECTION 50-31 
SPECIFYING COMMUNICATION PROTOCOLS WITH THE CITY COUNCIL; AND FOR OTHER 
PURPOSES.
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AN ORDINANCE BY COUNCILMEMBER MARY NORWOOD TO AMEND PART II ("GENERAL 
ORDINANCES"), CHAPTER 50 ("CIVIL EMERGENCIES"), ARTICLE II ("EMERGENCY 
MANAGEMENT"), SECTION 5-31 ("POWERS, DUTIES OF DIRECTOR") OF THE CODE OF 
ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF ATLANTA, GEORGIA, SO AS TO AMEND SECTION 50-31 
SPECIFYING COMMUNICATION PROTOCOLS WITH THE CITY COUNCIL; AND FOR OTHER 
PURPOSES.

WHEREAS, As enumerated in the City of Atlanta's Charter, all powers necessary and proper to promote 

the safety, health, peace, and general welfare of the city and its inhabitants are vested in the City; and, 

 

WHEREAS, Chapter 50 of the Code of Ordinances enumerates the policy, purpose, powers, duties, 

organization and services of emergency management within the City of Atlanta; and, 

WHEREAS, It designates the Atlanta-Fulton County Emergency Management Agency as the office of 

emergency management to carry out all emergency management functions for the city in accordance 

with the Federal Civil Defense Act of 1950 and the Georgia Emergency Management Act of 1981 

(O.C.G.A. § 38-3-1 et seq.); and, 

WHEREAS, The office of emergency management shall be under the direction and control of a director 

of emergency management who shall be appointed by the governor upon nomination by the mayor and 

the chair of the Fulton County Board of Commissioners; and, 

WHEREAS, Included among the duties of the director of emergency management is maintaining an 

adequate emergency communications system encompassing all city departments and other agencies and 

an emergency operations center; and, 

WHEREAS, It is necessary to amend the duties of the director of emergency management to include 

additional communications protocol. 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATLANTA, GEORGIA, HEREBY 

ORDAINS as follows: 

Section 1: That Part II ("General Ordinances"), Chapter 50 ("Civil Emergencies"), Article II 
("Emergency Management"), Section 50-31 ("Powers, duties of director") shall be amended to read as 
follows (see underlined type): 

Sec. 50-31. Powers, duties of director. 
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The director of emergency management is authorized and directed to: 

(1) Represent the city in all matters pertaining to emergency management; 

(2) Utilize all bureau and department heads and all municipal officers of the city in the preparation and 
implementation of emergency management plans and coordinate them into an effective plan of 
operation; 

(3) Assist city officials in planning the organization of city departments for emergency operations; 

(4) Develop and maintain emergency management plans, in conjunction with city departments, for 
emergency functions in consonance with state and federal emergency plans and implement these plans 
in any such emergency; 

(5) Establish an emergency management plan for the continuity of city government in an enemy attack 
or other emergency; 

(6) Maintain and, where feasible, improve public fallout shelters and the attack warning system; 

maintain a community shelter plan and a crisis relocation plan in readiness for publication on short 

notice; train fallout shelter managers and radiological monitoring personnel; take such other readiness 

steps toward preparedness against enemy attack as are prudent and practical; and institute equivalent 

readiness measures and planning against manmade and natural disasters; 

(7) Maintain an adequate emergency communications system encompassing all city departments and 
other agencies and an emergency operations center, which shall also include establishing and 
maintaining communication with all members of the City Council including the Council President prior 
to, during and after weather emergencies. 

(8) Establish and maintain an organization of sufficient staff and operating agencies to implement 
approved emergency plans, set forth in Sections 50-32 and 50-33.

(9) Develop and publish an annual snow and ice response and preparedness report. Review the previous 
year's snow and ice removal efforts and propose new measures where problems are identified. 

(l0) Develop district-based snow and ice removal plans. To include: defining, designating and 
publishing the breakdown of primary, secondary and tertiary streets and making this information 
available on-line; improving communication between residents, elected officials, on-the-ground workers 
and appropriate public works personnel; compiling and publishing an inventory of snow management 
equipment and personnel by district. 

Section 2: All code sections, ordinances, and parts of code sections and ordinances in conflict herewith 
are hereby waived for the sole purpose of this ordinance only and shall otherwise remain in full force 
and effect. 
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