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AN ORDINANCE
BY COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT & HUMAN RESOURCES COMMITTEE

AN ORDINANCE BY COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT/HUMAN RESOURCES COMMITTEE TO 
AMEND SECTION 110-55(A) OF THE ATLANTA CODE OF ORDINANCES TO PROVIDE A 
DETAILED DEFINITION OF THE TERM “PARKS”; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.

WHEREAS, section 110 of the Atlanta Code of Ordinances (“Code”), entitled “Parks and 
Recreation”, sets forth a variety of provisions pertaining to City of Atlanta (“City”) parks, including 
definitions, rules and fees; and

WHEREAS, Code section  110-55(a) defines a City “park” as: “any public park or camp, 
including any facilities, bodies of water, or other amenities thereon, owned or leased by the City of 
Atlanta”; and

WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of the City for the Code to present a more detailed definition 
of the term “park”.

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATLANTA, GEORGIA, HEREBY

ORDAINS that the Atlanta Code of Ordinances Chapter 110 (Parks and Recreation), Article III (Park 
Rules), Division 1 (Generally), Section 110-55 (Definitions) shall be amended by deleting in its entirety 
section 110-55(a) that currently reads: “the term ‘park’ or ‘parks’ shall mean any public park or camp, 
including any facilities, bodies of water, or other amenities thereon, owned or leased by the City of 
Atlanta, but shall not include those portions of Oakland Cemetery that are privately owned”, and 
replacing it with the following:

(a) the term “park” or “parks” shall mean any property owned or leased by the City of Atlanta that is 
designated in writing by the City or by the Department of Parks and Recreation to be a “city park”, “city 
campground” or a “city multi-use trail”, including any bodies of water and other amenities located 
thereon.  

(1) City property may be available temporarily for park and recreational use without becoming dedicated in 
perpetuity as a park, as follows:

(i) the City explicitly dedicates the property for future use that is not a park; or

(ii) the City explicitly reserves the right to use the property in the future for non-park purposes and provides 
that park and recreation use may be temporary only.

(2) City property that meets the criteria of subsection (a)(1) above shall be treated as a “park” for the 
purpose of being subject to the provisions of Code Chapter 110 and all other Code provisions pertaining 
to City parks, including without limitation provisions setting forth park rules and fees.  Such property 
shall be treated as a park until such time as the City, including without limitation any City department or 
contractor, closes the property to public recreational use.  Such closure must include on-site public 
notice that the property may no longer be used for recreational purposes.

(3) Privately-owned portions of Oakland Cemetery shall not be deemed a “park”.
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