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AN ORDINANCE BY COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT/HUMAN RESOURCES COMMITTEE TO 
AMEND THE ATLANTA CODE OF ORDINANCES SECTIONS 110-75, 142-2(N), 142-101(A), 142-
103(A), 142-103(C)(2) AND 110-60 TO DEFINE AND PROVIDE THE REQUIREMENTS FOR 
PERMITTED OUTDOOR EVENTS THAT MAY BE HELD IN WOODRUFF PARK, FINDLEY PLAZA 
AND GORDON WHITE PARK BETWEEN THE HOURS OF 11:00 P.M. THROUGH 6:00 A.M.; AND  
FOR OTHER PURPOSES.
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AN ORDINANCE
BY COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT & HUMAN RESOURCES COMMITTEE

AN ORDINANCE BY COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT/HUMAN RESOURCES COMMITTEE TO 
AMEND THE ATLANTA CODE OF ORDINANCES SECTIONS 110-75, 142-2(N), 142-101(A), 142-
103(A), 142-103(C)(2) AND 110-60 TO DEFINE AND PROVIDE THE REQUIREMENTS FOR 
PERMITTED OUTDOOR EVENTS THAT MAY BE HELD IN WOODRUFF PARK, FINDLEY PLAZA 
AND GORDON WHITE PARK BETWEEN THE HOURS OF 11:00 P.M. THROUGH 6:00 A.M.; AND  
FOR OTHER PURPOSES.

WHEREAS, the City of Atlanta (“City”) Code of Ordinances (“Code”) closes City parks during the 
nighttime hours of 11:00 p.m. through 6:00 a.m. (“Night Hours”) and prohibits people from being in 
parks during said hours; and

WHEREAS, the City receives requests to hold permitted outdoor festivals and permitted large 
gatherings in City parks during Night Hours; and

WHEREAS, the City prohibits park use during Night Hours for reasons that include public safety and 
disturbance of residential neighborhoods; and

WHEREAS, the City has identified three parks that do not abut residences and that are small enough to 
allow park users to be seen from the park’s perimeter; and

WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of the City to accommodate the requests of citizens wishing to have 
permitted events in City parks during Night Hours by allowing said events in the three parks identified 
above, and by restricting the conduct at  said events in a manner that minimizes residential disruption 
and public safety concerns. 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATLANTA, GEORGIA, HEREBY 
ORDAINS AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1: The Atlanta Code of Ordinances, section 110-75, entitled “Outdoor events occurring in 
parks”, which currently reads:

All rules regarding reservation of facilities located in city parks, and all types of outdoor events 
occurring in city parks, are located in chapter 142 of this Code of Ordinances. 

shall be deleted in its entirety and replaced with the following:

“Sec. 110-75. - Overnight and other outdoor events occurring in parks.
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(a) Facility reservations.  All rules regarding reservation of facilities located in city parks are located in 
Chapter 142 of this Code of Ordinances.

(b) Outdoor events generally.  Definitions and permitting requirements of outdoor events that occur in city 
parks are set forth in Chapter 142 of this Code of Ordinances. Additional rules for outdoor events that 
occur in parks during night hours are set forth in subsection (c) below.  

(c) Overnight events.  Section 110-60 of this Code of Ordinances shall be waived for the limited purpose of 
allowing certain outdoor events, as defined in chapter 142, to occur in select city parks between 11:00 
p.m. through 6:00 a.m. (for purposes of this section 110-75 only, “night hours” or “night”) or some 
portion thereof, but only under the following circumstances:

(1) For purposes of this Section 110-75, an “Overnight Event” is a permitted large gathering or outdoor 
festival (as defined in Chapter 142 of this Code of Ordinances), or any portion of a permitted large 
gathering or outdoor festival that occurs in a city park after 11:00 p.m. and prior to 6:00 a.m.  Where the 
outdoor festival or large gathering begins prior to 11:00 p.m. and/or continues after 6:00 a.m.,  the 
“overnight event” shall be only that portion of the festival or gathering that occurs during night hours.  
The term “overnight event” does not include outdoor festivals or large gatherings that occur during night 
hours at the Outdoor Activity Center or Lake Allatoona.  

(2) An overnight event must meet the “large gathering” or “outdoor festival” permitting requirements, as 
applicable, set forth in Chapter 142 of the Atlanta Code of Ordinances.  

(3) Overnight events may occur only in the following parks:  Woodruff Park; Findley Plaza; and Gordon 
White Park.   

(4) An overnight event must have one person who is responsible for the event during the night hours, and 
that person must be the applicant (or a co-applicant) for the outdoor festival or large gathering permit.  
The responsible party must be present throughout the night hours or must appoint a designee to be 
present and responsible.  Where a designee is appointed, the responsible party shall notify the city of 
said designation in writing at least 24 hours prior to the start of the overnight event.  

(5) The host of an overnight event in a park (either an individual or an organization as applicable) must wait 
at least ninety days after the end of the overnight event before beginning another overnight event of 
which she/he/it is the host in the same park.

(6) An overnight event may not be for the purpose of sleeping unless the sleeping is a material component 
of the host’s message.

(7) Duration of an overnight event:
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() An overnight event may utilize the entire park for a maximum of two consecutive nights.  The host’s 
park use shall be non-exclusive when the park is open to the public (6:00 a.m. through 11:00 p.m.).

() If an overnight event occurs on more than two consecutive nights, the City will require the overnight 
event to utilize a smaller, contained area that is pre-designated for such use by the Commissioner of the 
Department of Parks and Recreation.  The Commissioner will include the description of the designated 
locations in the Department’s written policies, and will use these locations for every overnight event 
lasting longer than two consecutive nights.   

() An overnight event shall last for no longer than six consecutive nights. 

(8) The following rules shall apply during overnight events:

() Generators are permitted, but only if they are non-combustion generators and have received the 
requisite permits and permissions from the city and other applicable  governmental entities.  

() Fire of any kind is prohibited except for hand-held candles.

() Amplified sound is prohibited.

() Sound arising from the overnight event must not be audible more than 100 feet from the park 
boundaries, including generator sounds, instruments and voices.

() Where a park already has lighting, no additional  lights may be used during the overnight event.  
Where a park does not have lighting, lighting may be used at the overnight event provided that it does 
not require electricity.  Nothing in this provision shall prohibit battery-operated flashlights which are 
expressly permitted during overnight events.  

() No alcohol is allowed at an overnight event.

() The overnight event must have a sanitation and recycling plan approved by the City’s Office of 
Sanitation.  

() All park rules apply to overnight events, including rules regarding tents.

() Overnight events cannot be gated.

() Anyone in a park during an overnight event must be participating in the event or a counter-
demonstration thereto.  An overnight event in a park does not open the park for general use.

 

(9) A security plan approved by the Atlanta Police Department is required for every overnight event.  
Where the overnight event is part of an outdoor festival or large gathering that begins prior to or 
continues after night hours, the security plan for the overnight event portion of the festival or gathering 
must be separate from the security plan for the remainder of the outdoor event, and the requirements of 
each security plan may be different.  The overnight event security plan must include the hiring of off-
duty law enforcement officers who are present throughout the overnight event in a quantity prescribed 
by the Atlanta Police Department pursuant to Atlanta Code of Ordinances section 142-55. The 
requirement of off-duty law enforcement officers at the overnight event shall not, in and of itself, create 
a requirement for off-duty law enforcement officers during daytime hours.

SECTION 2: The Atlanta Code of Ordinances, Chapter 142 entitled “Outdoor events”, shall be 
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amended to add the definition of “overnight event”.  Specifically, Atlanta Code of Ordinances section 
142-2, entitled definitions, shall be amended by adding a new subsection “n”, and by re-lettering the 
current 142-2(n) through 142-2(x) as 142-2(o) through 142-2(y) accordingly.  The new 

Code subsection 142-2(n) shall read as follows:

(n) Overnight Event means a permitted large gathering or outdoor festival (as defined in this chapter 142), 
or any portion of a permitted large gathering or outdoor festival that occurs in a city park after 11:00 
p.m. and prior to 6:00 a.m., and that meets the criteria set forth in Section 110-75(c) of this Code of 
Ordinances.  Where the outdoor festival or large gathering begins prior to 11:00 p.m. and/or continues 
after 6:00 a.m.,  the “overnight event” shall be only that portion of the festival or gathering that occurs 
between 11:00-6:00.  The term “overnight event” does not include outdoor festivals or large gatherings 
that occur at the Outdoor Activity Center or Lake Allatoona.

SECTION 3: The Atlanta Code of Ordinances, Chapter 142 entitled “Outdoor events”, shall be 
amended by modifying the definition of “Large Gathering”.  Currently the definition of “Large 
Gathering” requires a minimum attendance of 75.  The amendments set forth below expand the “Large 
Gathering” definition to include overnight events with fewer than 75 attendees.  Specifically, the 
following three changes shall be made:

(1)   Code subsection 142-101(a).  Code subsection 142-101(a) shall be revised so that overnight events 
are not exempt from the requirement to obtain an outdoor event permit, even where the overnight event 
has fewer than 75 attendees.  Specifically, Atlanta Code of Ordinances subsection 142-101(a) which 
currently reads:

An outdoor event occurring on public property, with an expected attendance of fewer than 75 people, 
and that is not an assembly, does not require an outdoor event permit, and no outdoor event application 
need be filed.

shall be amended by adding the underlined portion below, such that Code subsection 142-101(a) shall 
hereinafter read as follows:  

An outdoor event occurring on public property, with an expected attendance of fewer than 75 people, 
and that is not an assembly or an overnight event, does not require an outdoor event permit, and no 
outdoor event application need be filed.

(2)  Code subsection 142-103(a).  Code subsection 142-103(a) shall be modified so that the term “large 
gathering”, which currently requires an attendance of at least 75 people, also includes overnight events 
with fewer than 75 people.  Specifically Atlanta Code of Ordinances subsection 142-103(a) which 
currently reads:

A large gathering is an outdoor event on public property that lasts for more than one hour, has more than 
75 attendees, and does not meet the definition of outdoor festival nor assembly.
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shall be amended by adding the underlined portion below, such that subsection 142-103(a) shall 
hereinafter read as follows:  

A large gathering is an outdoor event on public property that lasts for more than one hour, has more than 
75 attendees, and does not meet the definition of outdoor festival nor assembly.  In addition, the term 
‘large gathering’ shall include an overnight event of any size, even with an attendance of fewer than 75 
people, provided that the overnight event meets all other elements of the large gathering definition.

(3)  Code subsection 142-103(c)(2).  Code subsection 142(103)(c)(2) shall be amended to require that 
overnight events submit permit applications no less than thirty days prior to the commencement of the 
event.   Certain large gatherings are exempt from the thirty-day requirement, but the exemption will not 
apply to overnight events.  Specifically, Atlanta Code of Ordinances subsection 142-103(c)(2) which 
currently reads:

If the timing of the large gathering is based upon the occurrence of an identifiable event or decision, the 
date of which could not have been predicted with certainty, including but not limited to an 
announcement regarding a military action, an announcement of a court decision, or a death, and if the 
large gathering occurs within 48 hours of the identifiable event, the 14-day requirement for filing the 
application shall be waived, as long as the large gathering does not interfere with nor impede the flow of 
vehicular and/or pedestrian traffic. This waiver shall not apply to sub-permit applications.”

shall be amended by adding the underlined portion below, such that subsection 142-103(c)(2) shall 
hereinafter read as follows:

If the timing of the large gathering is based upon the occurrence of an identifiable event or decision, the 
date of which could not have been predicted with certainty, including but not limited to an 
announcement regarding a military action, an announcement of a court decision, or a death, and if the 
large gathering occurs within 48 hours of the identifiable event, the 14-day requirement for filing the 
application shall be waived, as long as the large gathering does not interfere with nor impede the flow of 
vehicular and/or pedestrian traffic. This waiver shall not apply to overnight events or to sub-permit 
applications.

SECTION 4: The Atlanta Code of Ordinances, Section 110-60, entitled “Use of public parks at night”, 
shall be amended by adding a new subsection (f) as set forth below.  Code subsection 110-60(a) states in 
relevant part: “No person shall be in any park or upon any park lane or park drive between the hours of 
11:00 p.m. and 6:00 a.m. daily…”   The new subsection (f) shall read as follows:

(f) The park hours established in subsection 110-60(a) above shall not apply to overnight events as
defined in and meeting the criteria of section 110-75(c) of this code of ordinances.

F.7

Packet Pg. 97



F.7.a

Packet Pg. 98

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 O

u
td

o
o

r 
E

ve
n

ts
 A

tt
ac

h
m

en
ts

  (
13

-O
-1

24
3 

: 
A

n
 O

rd
in

an
ce

 t
o

 a
m

en
d

 c
o

d
e 

se
ct

io
n

s 
11

0-
75

, 1
42

-2
(N

),
 1

42
-1

01
(A

),
14

2-
10

3(
A

),
14

2-



F.7.a

Packet Pg. 99

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 O

u
td

o
o

r 
E

ve
n

ts
 A

tt
ac

h
m

en
ts

  (
13

-O
-1

24
3 

: 
A

n
 O

rd
in

an
ce

 t
o

 a
m

en
d

 c
o

d
e 

se
ct

io
n

s 
11

0-
75

, 1
42

-2
(N

),
 1

42
-1

01
(A

),
14

2-
10

3(
A

),
14

2-



F.7.a

Packet Pg. 100

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 O

u
td

o
o

r 
E

ve
n

ts
 A

tt
ac

h
m

en
ts

  (
13

-O
-1

24
3 

: 
A

n
 O

rd
in

an
ce

 t
o

 a
m

en
d

 c
o

d
e 

se
ct

io
n

s 
11

0-
75

, 1
42

-2
(N

),
 1

42
-1

01
(A

),
14

2-
10

3(
A

),
14

2-



F.7.a

Packet Pg. 101

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 O

u
td

o
o

r 
E

ve
n

ts
 A

tt
ac

h
m

en
ts

  (
13

-O
-1

24
3 

: 
A

n
 O

rd
in

an
ce

 t
o

 a
m

en
d

 c
o

d
e 

se
ct

io
n

s 
11

0-
75

, 1
42

-2
(N

),
 1

42
-1

01
(A

),
14

2-
10

3(
A

),
14

2-




