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AN ORDINANCE
BY COUNCILMEMBER(S) WINSLOW, SHEPERD

AN ORDINANCE BY COUNCILMEMBERS JOYCE SHEPERD AND CLETA WINSLOW TO 
AMENND ARTICLE III, “GENERAL RULES OF VEHICLE OPERATION” SECTION 150, OF THE 
CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF ATLANTA FOR THE PURPOSE OF INSERTING A 
DEFINITIONS FOR “MOTORIZED PLAY VEHICLE” AND ALL TERRAIN VEHICLES (ATV); TO 
REGULATE THEIR USE; TO ESTABLISH OPERATING STANDARDS; AND FOR OTHER 
PURPOSES

WHEREAS, the City of Atlanta and other major cities are experiencing a proliferation of all-terrain 

vehicles (ATV) in neighborhoods and parks; and

WHEREAS, the neighborhoods  and residents are seeking solutions as to how to stop this unwanted 

form of recreation on their neighborhood streets and parks; and

WHEREAS, State Law O. C. G. A. §40-6-331 gives local governing bodies the authority to designate 

who, how and where ATVs can be operated safely; and

WHEREAS, there are no rules as to what the appropriate age is to operate an ATV, our research is 

showing that parents are allowing 3 and 4 year olds to operate an ATV in Georgia; and

WHEREAS, the Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta advocate that kids under 16 shouldn’t be operating 

ATVs because they don’t have the upper body strength or physical control to prevent rollovers; and 

WHEREAS, the U. S. Consumer Product and Safety Commission reports approximately 135,000 

injuries and 800 deaths occur in the U. S. each year from ATVs accidents, a 16 year old girl was killed 

June 23, 2013 in central Georgia and the driver a 17 year old boy was seriously injured in this accident; 

and

WHEREAS, ATVs are designed to operate on soft ground and not hard pavement/asphalt and are hard 

to control on these surfaces; and

WHEREAS, some states and cities (i.e. Kentucky, Georgia, Philadelphia, Peachtree City) it is illegal to 

operate an ATV on public streets; and

WHEREAS, the city of Atlanta currently does not have any laws in place to combat the proliferation of 

these vehicles and nothing in place that identifies the owner(s); and

WHEREAS, the citizens of Atlanta have asked its elected officials to deal with the issue of ATVs in the 

public right-of-way and the public safety issue this phenomena poses to all of Atlanta’s neighborhoods.

NOW THEREFORE BE AND IT IS HEREBY ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
ATLANTA, GEORGIA, as follows:

SECTION 1: Amends Section 150-1 Definitions, by inserting the following language:

Motorized Play Vehicles: means a coaster, scooter, pocket bike, any other alternatively fueled device, or 

other motorized vehicle that is self-propelled by a motor engine, gas or electric, and is not otherwise 

defined in this code.
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All terrain vehicles (ATV): means any motorized vehicle designed for off-road use which is equipped 

with three or more low pressure tires and with a seat to be straddled by the operator and with handlebars 

for steering control. Also described in O. C. G. A. Section 40-1-1(3).

SECTION 2: Amends Section 150 by adding a new Section 150-70 entitled Operation of Motorized 

Play Vehicles, which reads as follows: 

A. No person shall operate, park, stop, stand, place or maintain any all-terrain vehicle on any public 
sidewalk or any public property, including without limitation any park or recreation facility, except 
where expressly authorized by law; provided that the owner or a person with lawful permission of the 
owner may temporarily place an all-terrain vehicle on the sidewalk abutting his or her house or abutting 
any premises where the vehicle is lawfully stored, for purposes of lawfully transporting the vehicle to a 
location outside the City. Nothing in this Section prohibits the lawful transport of an all-terrain vehicle 
on a licensed trailer or other safe carrier, or the manual transport of a vehicle onto or off of such carrier, 
so long as the motor or engine of the all-terrain vehicle remains off at all times.

B. No motorized play vehicle may be operated on any public street, public roadway, public sidewalk, 
public park, public or private parking lot, public trail, public shared multi-use path, public bicycle path, 
and all other public property. 

C. Motorized play vehicles are permitted on private residential property with the permission of the property 

owner. In the case of residential property commonly owned by a homeowners association, the 

homeowner association may regulate such use or govern them by covenant.

D. No person shall operate a motorized play vehicle on any private property in a manner causing excessive, 

unnecessary, or offensive noise which disturbs the peace and quiet of any neighborhood or which causes 

discomfort or annoyance to a reasonable person of normal sensitivity.

E. No motorized play vehicle may be operated on any private commercial/industrial property unless the 

location where the vehicles are to be operated is inaccessible to normal pedestrian or vehicular traffic 

(such as an enclosed warehouse or fenced parking lot with a locked gate). Motorized play vehicles may 

be operated on private commercial/industrial property meeting these restrictions with the written 

permission of the owner, the person entitled to immediate possession of the property, or the authorized 

agent of either.

F. No minor under the age of 16 shall operate an all terrain vehicle.

SECTION 3: Amends Section 150 by adding a new Section 150-71 entitled Penalties, which reads as 
follows: 

The penalty for a violation of this Section, or for violation of any regulation of the Department of Parks 
and Recreation relating to operating, parking, stopping, standing, placing or maintaining any all-terrain 
vehicle, shall be $1,000 for the first offense, and the second offense shall be forfeiture of the vehicle; 
provided that, if the value of the vehicle, in its current condition, is in excess of two thousand dollars 
($2,000), or if the defendant does not own the vehicle and the owner did not know and could not 
reasonably have known that the vehicle would be used in violation of this Section, a civil penalty of two 
thousand dollars ($2,000) shall be imposed.

SECTION 4: Amends Section 150 by adding a new Section 150-72 entitled Enforcement, which reads 
as follows: 
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(a) Notices of violation shall be issued by police officers or any other person authorized to enforce 
ordinances, pursuant to the procedures set forth in Chapter 98 of the Code of Ordinances. Contested 
charges shall be resolved, penalties shall be imposed, and payments shall be collected and processed by 
the Chief Financial Officer and the Department of Finance (or such other office as the Chief Financial 
Officer shall designate, except that:

(1) Any person to whom a ticket is issued may, within eight (8) days of receipt, agree to forfeit the 
vehicle in lieu of contesting the violation and in lieu of any other fines or penalties.

(2) An order by default may be vacated only within sixty days after its entry.

(b) A motor vehicle that is used in any violation of this chapter shall be subject to seizure and 
impoundment under this subsection. The owner of record of such vehicle shall be liable to the city for an 
administrative penalty equal to the total cost incurred by the city for the towing and storage of the 
vehicle and in addition to any other penalties imposed under this section. 

(c) Whenever a police officer has probable cause to believe that a vehicle is subject to seizure and 
impoundment pursuant to this section, the police officer shall provide for the towing of the vehicle to a 
facility controlled by the city or its agents. When the vehicle is towed, the police officer shall notify the 
person who is found to be in control of the vehicle at the time of the alleged violation, if there is such a 
person, of the fact of the seizure and of the vehicle owner's right to request a preliminary hearing. 

(d) If forfeiture is not awarded, the Police Department shall return the vehicle to the owner upon 
payment of all applicable fines, penalties and fees and compliance with all applicable laws relating to 
the vehicle.

(e) If forfeiture is awarded, the Police Department shall dispose of the vehicle in an appropriate 
manner, which may include destruction of the vehicle or such other manner of disposition that, in the 
judgment of the Department, reduces, to the greatest extent practicable, the opportunities for the vehicle 
to be used in any manner that violates the provisions of this Section of the Vehicle Code.

SECTION 5: That all ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict with this ordinance shall be waived to 
the extent of the conflict only.
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AN ORDINANCE

BY COUNCILMEMBER JOYCE SHEPERD

TO AMEND ARTICLE III, “GENERAL RULES OF 
VEHICLE OPERATION” SECTION 150, OF THE 
CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF 
ATLANTA FOR THE PURPOSE OF INSERTING A 
DEFINITIONS FOR “MOTORIZED PLAY VEHICLE” 
AND ALL TERRAIN VEHICLES (ATV); TO 
REGULATE THEIR USE; TO ESTABLISH 
OPERATING STANDARDS; AND FOR OTHER 
PURPOSES

WHEREAS, the City of Atlanta and other major cities are experiencing a proliferation of all-

terrain vehicles (ATV) in neighborhoods and parks; and

WHEREAS, the neighborhoods and residents are seeking solutions as to how to stop this 

unwanted form of recreation on their neighborhood streets and parks; and

WHEREAS, State Law O. C. G. A. §40-6-331 gives local governing bodies the authority to 

designate who, how and where ATVs can be operated safely; and

WHEREAS, there are no rules as to what the appropriate age is to operate an ATV, our research 

is showing that parents are allowing 3 and 4 year olds to operate an ATV in Georgia; and

WHEREAS, the Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta advocate that kids under 16 shouldn’t be 

operating ATVs because they don’t have the upper body strength or physical control to prevent 

rollovers; and 

WHEREAS, the U. S. Consumer Product and Safety Commission reports approximately 

135,000 injuries and 800 deaths occur in the U. S. each year from ATVs accidents, a 16 year old 

girl was killed June 23, 2013 in central Georgia and the driver a 17 year old boy was seriously 

injured in this accident; and

WHEREAS, ATVs are designed to operate on soft ground and not hard pavement/asphalt and 

are hard to control on these surfaces; and

WHEREAS, some states and cities (i.e. Kentucky, Georgia, Philadelphia, Peachtree City) it is

illegal to operate an ATV on public streets; and

WHEREAS, the city of Atlanta currently does not have any laws in place to combat the 

proliferation of these vehicles and nothing in place that identifies the owner(s); and
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WHEREAS, the citizens of Atlanta have asked its elected officials to deal with the issue of 

ATVs in the public right-of-way and the public safety issue this phenomena poses to all of 

Atlanta’s neighborhoods.

NOW THEREFORE BE AND IT IS HEREBY ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF ATLANTA, GEORGIA, as follows:

SECTION 1: Amends Section 150-1 Definitions, by inserting the following language:

Motorized Play Vehicles: means a coaster, scooter, pocket bike, any other alternatively

fueled device, or other motorized vehicle that is self-propelled by a motor engine, gas or

electric, and is not otherwise defined in this code.

All terrain vehicles (ATV): means any motorized vehicle designed for off-road use

which is equipped with three or more low pressure tires and with a seat to be straddled by

the operator and with handlebars for steering control. Also described in O. C. G. A.

Section 40-1-1(3).

SECTION 2: Amends Section 150 by adding a new Section 150-70 entitled Operation 

of Motorized Play Vehicles, which reads as follows:

A. No person shall operate, park, stop, stand, place or maintain any all-terrain vehicle on 
any public sidewalk or any public property, including without limitation any park or 
recreation facility, except where expressly authorized by law; provided that the owner 
or a person with lawful permission of the owner may temporarily place an all-terrain 
vehicle on the sidewalk abutting his or her house or abutting any premises where the 
vehicle is lawfully stored, for purposes of lawfully transporting the vehicle to a 
location outside the City. Nothing in this Section prohibits the lawful transport of an 
all-terrain vehicle on a licensed trailer or other safe carrier, or the manual transport of 
a vehicle onto or off of such carrier, so long as the motor or engine of the all-terrain 
vehicle remains off at all times.

B. No motorized play vehicle may be operated on any public street, public roadway,
public sidewalk, public park, public or private parking lot, public trail, public shared
multi-use path, public bicycle path, and all other public property.

C. Motorized play vehicles are permitted on private residential property with the

permission of the property owner. In the case of residential property commonly

owned by a homeowners association, the homeowner association may regulate such

use or govern them by covenant.

D. No person shall operate a motorized play vehicle on any private property in a manner

causing excessive, unnecessary, or offensive noise which disturbs the peace and quiet

of any neighborhood or which causes discomfort or annoyance to a reasonable person

of normal sensitivity.
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E. No motorized play vehicle may be operated on any private commercial/industrial

property unless the location where the vehicles are to be operated is inaccessible to

normal pedestrian or vehicular traffic (such as an enclosed warehouse or fenced

parking lot with a locked gate). Motorized play vehicles may be operated on private

commercial/industrial property meeting these restrictions with the written permission

of the owner, the person entitled to immediate possession of the property, or the

authorized agent of either.

F. No minor under the age of 16 shall operate an all terrain vehicle.

SECTION 3: Amends Section 150 by adding a new Section 150-71 entitled Penalties, which
reads as follows:

The penalty for a violation of this Section, or for violation of any regulation of the 
Department of Parks and Recreation relating to operating, parking, stopping, standing, 
placing or maintaining any all-terrain vehicle, shall be $1,000 for the first offense, and 
the second offense shall be forfeiture of the vehicle; provided that, if the value of the 
vehicle, in its current condition, is in excess of two thousand dollars ($2,000), or if the 
defendant does not own the vehicle and the owner did not know and could not 
reasonably have known that the vehicle would be used in violation of this Section, a 
civil penalty of two thousand dollars ($2,000) shall be imposed.

SECTION 4: Amends Section 150 by adding a new Section 150-72 entitled Enforcement,
which reads as follows:

(a) Notices of violation shall be issued by police officers or any other person authorized to 
enforce ordinances, pursuant to the procedures set forth in Chapter 98 of the Code of 
Ordinances. Contested charges shall be resolved, penalties shall be imposed, and 
payments shall be collected and processed by the Chief Financial Officer and the 
Department of Finance (or such other office as the Chief Financial Officer shall 
designate, except that:

(1) Any person to whom a ticket is issued may, within eight (8) days of receipt, agree to 
forfeit the vehicle in lieu of contesting the violation and in lieu of any other fines or penalties.

(2) An order by default may be vacated only within sixty days after its entry.

(b) A motor vehicle that is used in any violation of this chapter shall be subject to seizure and 
impoundment under this subsection. The owner of record of such vehicle shall be liable to the 
city for an administrative penalty equal to the total cost incurred by the city for the towing and 
storage of the vehicle and in addition to any other penalties imposed under this section. 

(c) Whenever a police officer has probable cause to believe that a vehicle is subject to seizure
and impoundment pursuant to this section, the police officer shall provide for the towing of the 
vehicle to a facility controlled by the city or its agents. When the vehicle is towed, the police 
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officer shall notify the person who is found to be in control of the vehicle at the time of the 
alleged violation, if there is such a person, of the fact of the seizure and of the vehicle owner's 
right to request a preliminary hearing. 

(d) If forfeiture is not awarded, the Police Department shall return the vehicle to the owner 
upon payment of all applicable fines, penalties and fees and compliance with all applicable laws 
relating to the vehicle.
(e) If forfeiture is awarded, the Police Department shall dispose of the vehicle in an 
appropriate manner, which may include destruction of the vehicle or such other manner of 
disposition that, in the judgment of the Department, reduces, to the greatest extent practicable, 
the opportunities for the vehicle to be used in any manner that violates the provisions of this 
Section of the Vehicle Code.

SECTION 5: That all ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict with this ordinance shall be 
waived to the extent of the conflict only.
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