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12- 0 -0563

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND ARTICLE V OF CHAPTER 154 OF THE ATLANTA
CITY CODE ENTITLED "SEWAGE DISPOSAL" (§ 154-196 et seq.); TO ADDRESS
FINDINGS OF A PRETREATMENT COMPLIANCE AUDIT CONDUCTED BY THE
UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY; AND FOR OTHER
PURPOSES.

WHEREAS, the City of Atlanta ("City") owns and operates the Publicly Owned Treatment
Works ("POTW") as defined by section 212 of the Clean Water Act, 33 U.S.C. § 1292; and

WHEREAS, the City is required to operate an Industrial Pretreatment Program under Part III of
its National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Permits for the discharge of
wastewater, issued pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 12-5-20 et seq. by the Georgia Department of Natural
Resources, Environmental Protection Division; and

WHEREAS, Ordinance 98-0-1835, adopted by Council October 5, 1998 and approved by the
Mayor October 13, 1998, rescinded Chapter , 154 Article V of the Code of Ordinances and
substituted in lieu thereof a new Article V of Chapter 154 to provide for regulations, rates and
charges, administration, inspection and entry, and enforcement authority for wastewater services;
and

WHEREAS, Ordinance 07-0-0937, adopted by Council June 4, 2007 and approved by the
Mayor June 12, 2007, amended Article V of Chapter 154 to provide for modification to the
Industrial Pretreatment Program and to set allowable pollutant levels; and

WHEREAS, the United States Environmental Protection Agency conducted a Pretreatment
Compliance Audit in June 2008 and transmitted the findings of this audit to the City of Atlanta in
a letter dated October 27, 2011; and

WHEREAS, the aforementioned audit generally found the City of Atlanta's pretreatment
program to be well implemented and its staff very knowledgeable of the federal pretreatment
requirements but it also identified deficiencies that it alleges require corrections that include
amendments to Article V of Chapter 154 of the Atlanta City Code; and

WHEREAS, it is in the best interests of the City of Atlanta to address the aforementioned
alleged deficiencies by amending Article V of Chapter 154 of the Atlanta City Code where
appropriate.

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATLANTA, GEORGIA HEREBY ORDAINS
as follows:

SECTION 1: Section 154-196 of the City Code of Ordinances, entitled "Definitions," is herby
amended to add the following:
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"(15.1) Dilute: To make any pollutant, pollution, waste or wastewater thinner or weaker
by adding water or any other substance.

(30.1) Indirect discharge: The discharge of treated or untreated wastewater to the
Publicly Owned Treatment Works (POTWs) of the City.

(70.1) Trucked or hauled pollutants: Any dredged material, spoil, solid waste, incinerator
residue, sewage, garbage, sewage sludge, munitions, chemical wastes, biological
materials, radioactive materials, heat, wrecked or discharged equipment, rock, sand,
cellar dirt and industrial, municipal, or agricultural waste discharge transported by truck,
rail or dedicated pipeline."

SECTION 2. Subsection (b) of Section 154-299 of the City Code of Ordinance, entitled
"General Discharge Prohibitions," is hereby amended to add the following:

"(17) Any trucked or hauled pollutants, except at discharge points designated by the
Commissioner.

SECTION 3. Section 154-299 of the City Code of Ordinance, entitled "General Discharge
Prohibitions," is hereby amended to add a new subsection which shall read as follows:

(c) No user shall ever increase the use of process water, or in any way attempt to dilute or
dilute a discharge, as a partial or complete substitute for adequate treatment to achieve
compliance with the limitations contained in the federal categorical pretreatment
standards, or for any other pollutant-specific limitation developed by the City or the State
of Georgia."

SECTION 4. Subsection (b)(4) of Section 154-214 of the City Code of Ordinance, entitled
"Reporting Requirements for the Permittee," is hereby deleted in its entirety.

SECTION 5.	 Section 154-214 of the City Code of Ordinance, entitled "Reporting
Requirements for the Permittee," is hereby amended to add the following:

"(b.1) Compliance with categorical pretreatment standard deadline: Within 90 days
following the date for final compliance with applicable pretreatment standards or, in the
case of a new source following commencement of the introduction of wastewater into the
wastewater treatment facility, any industrial user subject to pretreatment standards or permit
requirements shall submit to the commissioner a report containing the information
described in subparagraphs (a)(5) through (a)(8) of this section. For industrial users subject
to equivalent mass or concentration limits, this report shall contain a reasonable measure of
the user's long-term production rate. For all other industrial users subject to pretreatment
standards expressed in terms of allowable pollutant discharge per unit of production (or
other measure of operation), this report shall include the user's actual production during the
appropriate sampling period."
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CTION 6. Section 154-267 of the City Code of Ordinance, entitled "Penalty for Violation,"
is hereby added and shall read as follows:

"A person convicted of a violation of this article shall be punished by a fine not
exceeding $1,000.00, imprisonment for a term not exceeding six months, or any combination
thereof. With respect to violations of this article that are continuous with respect to time, each
day the violation continues is a separate offense."

SECTION 7.	 If any provision, clause, sentence or paragraph of this ordinance, or the
application thereof to any person or circumstances, shall be held invalid, such invalidity shall not
affect the other provisions or application of the provisions of this ordinance which can be given
effect without the invalid provisions or application and, to this end, the provisions of this
ordinance are hereby declared to be severable.

SECTION 8. That this ordinance shall be effective upon approval by the Mayor or upon its
becoming law without the Mayor's approval.

SECTION 9. That all existing ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict with this ordinance
shall be waived to the extent of the conflict
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