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AN ORDINANCE	 1/1A
BY COUNCIL MEMBER NATALYN MOSBY ARCHIBONG 2 _ /0..,3

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND SECTION 16-25.002(3)(i)(iv) OF THE
ATLANTA ZONING ORDINANCE, ENTITLED "OTHER PERMISSIBLE
ANTENNAS", SO AS TO REGULATE THE STANDARDS AND
CRITERIA GOVERNING THE PLACEMENT, CONSTRUCTION, AND
MODIFICATION OF CELL TOWERS, ANTENNAS AND RELATED
ANCILLARY EQUIPMENT.

WHEREAS, the Federal Telecommunications Act of 1996 ("Act") regulates
personal wireless service facilities (commonly known as cell towers); and

WHEREAS, the Act preserves to local governments the authority to zone for the
placement, construction, and modification of cell towers subject to certain
limitations; and

WHEREAS, the Atlanta Zoning Ordinance provides standards and criteria
governing cell towers; and

WHEREAS, the City Council finds it in the public health, safety and general
welfare to adopt amended standards and criteria governing the placement,
construction, and modification of cell towers.

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATLANTA, GEORGIA HEREBY
ORDAINS:

Section 1:	 That Section 16-25.002(3)(0(iv) of the Atlanta Zoning Ordinance
which reads as follows:

(iv) Other Permissible Antennas.

The following additional regulations,
standards, and criteria shall govern all
antennas except roof antennas, not otherwise
prohibited by this subsection h.

Each applicant for a special use permit or
special administrative permit shall provide to
the bureau of planning an inventory of its
existing towers that are either within the city or
within one quarter mile of the city limit,
including specific information about the
location, height and design of each tower. The
bureau of planning may share such information



with other applicants applying for special use
permits or special administrative permits
under this ordinance, or with other
organizations seeking to locate antennas within
the city, provided, however, that the bureau of
planning, by sharing such information, is not in
any way representing or warranting that such
sites are available or suitable.

No new antenna tower shall be permitted
unless the applicant reasonably demonstrates
that such tower is necessary and that no
existing tower or structure can accommodate
the applicant's proposed antenna. To
demonstrate that no existing tower or structure
can accommodate the applicant's proposed
antenna, the applicant shall submit evidence
that one or more of the following conditions
exist:
(1)

No existing towers or structures are
located within the geographic area
required to meet the applicant's
engineering requirements; or

Existing towers or structures are not of
sufficient height to meet the applicant's
engineering requirements; or

Existing towers or structures do not
have sufficient structural strength to
support applicant's proposed antenna
and related equipment; or

The applicant's proposed antenna would
cause electromagnetic interference with
the antenna on the existing towers or
structures, or the antenna on the
existing towers or structures would
cause interference with the operations of
the applicant's proposed antenna; or

The fees, costs or contractual provisions
required by the owner in order to share
an existing tower or structure or adapt



an existing tower or structure for
sharing are unreasonable; or

(6)
The applicant demonstrates that there
are other limiting factors which render
existing towers and structures
unsuitable.

The height of each such antenna shall be
regulated and limited in relation to the
following: Proximity to residential structures
and residential district boundaries; the
surrounding topography; the surrounding tree
coverage and foliage; and the design of the
antenna, with particular reference to design
characteristics which have the effect of
reducing or eliminating visual obtrusiveness.
In no event, however, shall any such antenna
exceed the minimum height necessary to
accomplish its intended function as certified by
a registered engineer licensed by the State of
Georgia. Said certification shall be the
responsibility of the applicant and shall be
submitted to the City of Atlanta Bureau of
Planning at the time application for said special
use permit is made. Further, under no
circumstances shall any such antenna exceed
200 feet in height as measured from existing
grade. Equipment and structure related to such
antennas shall not exceed the height limitation
specified in the zoning district in which the
property is located.

Such antennas and related equipment and
structures shall be painted in a neutral color
identical to or closely compatible with the
surroundings, and in such a manner as to make
the antenna and related equipment and
structures as visually unobtrusive as possible.

Such antennas and related equipment and
structures shall be enclosed by security fencing
not less than six feet in height, and said
antennas shall be equipped with an appropriate
anticlimbing device. Said fencing shall be



buffered and screened as provided by
subsection (3)d above.

Such antennas and related equipment that are
proposed for any residentially zoned area shall
be permitted only upon a showing by the
applicant that said antenna and related
equipment cannot be located upon
nonresidentially zoned property in the same
area in such a way as to adequately satisfy its
intended purpose. The foregoing requirement
of a showing shall include submission of an
affidavit identifying all nonresidentially zoned
properties which the applicant has considered
for the location of the antenna and related
equipment. The applicant shall identify the
boundaries of the geographical area necessary
to accomplish the intended purpose of the
proposed antenna. The affidavit shall state the
specific reason(s) that the antenna and related
equipment cannot be located upon
nonresidentially zoned properties identified.
The affidavit shall also include all technical
information (excluding information that relates
to trade secrets or proprietary information)
necessary to review the application including
information relating to field strength, power
density and frequency of actual or potential
emissions from those facilities and any other
information pertinent to the requirements set
forth in this subsection. The affidavit must
further include all contractual and financial
information specifically relating to the subject
site and the lease to be entered into thereon.

The director of the bureau of planning may
issue a special administrative permit in
accordance with section 16-25.004 for
antennas 70 feet or less in height, provided
such antenna is determined by the director to
satisfy such requirements set forth in
subsections (a) through (e) above as deemed
necessary by the director.

The director of the bureau of planning may
issue a special administrative permit in



accordance with section 16-25.004 for
antennas designed to resemble light standards,
clock towers, bell steeples, trees, and similar
alternative design mounting structures,
provided such antenna is determined by the
director to satisfy such requirements set forth
in subsections (a) through (e) above as deemed
necessary by the director.

Any application for a special administrative
permit pursuant to paragraphs (h) and (i)
above shall be referred by the bureau of
planning to the appropriate neighborhood
planning unit (NPU) for its review and
comment with regard to the regulations,
standards and criteria set for in paragraphs (a)
through (e) above. Notwithstanding the
provisions of section 16-25.004(3), the director
of the bureau of planning shall decide on any
such application within 45 days of said
application. Such 45-day time period does not
begin until all required information is provided
and is complete.

The director of the bureau of planning may
issue a special administrative permit in
accordance with section 16-25.004 for new or
additional uses utilizing existing antennas,
where the height of the antenna is not to be
increased, provided that, in both instances,
such antenna is determined by the director to
satisfy the requirements set forth in
subsections (a) through (e) above.

Is hereby amended to read as follows:
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