
Refer To Refer To

Chair/(A

2eff 3 
(A,- Chair

Action
Fay Adv, Hold (see rev. side) 

CE#TiFIED
L.!  

OCT7,1z013 

ATLANTA CITY COUNCIL PRESIDENT

ih WOrifite Above This Line
AN OR

BY COUNCILMEMBERS JOYCE SHEPERD &
CLETA WINSLOW CiZliz.,41.4

TO AMEND ARTICLE III, "GENERAL RULES

THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF Fav, Adv,	 old e rev. side)
ATLANTA FOR THE PURPOSE OF INSERTIN 3

OF VEHICLE OPERATION" SECTION 150, OF 	 Action

DEFINITIONS FOR "MOTORIZED PLAY
VEHICLE" AND ALL TERRAIN VEHICLES	 Members
(ATV); TO REGULATE THEIR USE IN THE CITY
OF ATLANTA; TO ESTABLISH OPERATING
STANDARDS; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

ADOPTED BY

OCT 2	 2013

COUNCIL
sc)10,61,-

CONSENT REFER

REGULAR REPORT REFER

ADVERTISE & REFER

1st ADOPT 2nd READ & REFER

Er PERSONAL PAPER REFER

Date Referred

Referred To:	 (ranSp)(*-•.cbi

Date Referred

Rerferred To: 

Date Referred

Referred To'

7115/l3

Refer To

FINAL COUNCIL ACTION
0 3rd

aRC Vote

Date

Chair

Action
Fay, Adv, Hold (sae rev. side)

Other

Members

Action
Fav, Adv, Hold (see rev. side)

Other

Members

Refer To

Committee

Date

Chair

MAYOR'S ACTION

uCT 3 0 Lui3

wITHouT SUillIATUR11-7 • •
BY CPE9.ATV:!-I C LAW

LERTOFilr
OCT 2 1 2013

First Reading
Committee
Date , LI 2nd 1st & 2nd
Chair	 141 Readings

V Vote
Referred To

Committee dConsent



crry coutotot.
*ATLANTA, GroRGIA

13-0-1195

AN ORDINANCE
BY COUNCIL MEMBERS JOYCE SHEPERD & CLETA WINSLOW AS

SUBSTITUTED (2) BY TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE

TO AMEND CHAPTER 150, TRAFFIC AND VEHICLES" OF
THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF ATLANTA,
AT ARTICLE III, "GENERAL RULES OF VEHICLE
OPERATION" FOR THE PURPOSE OF INSERTING
DEFINITIONS FOR ALL TERRAIN VEHICLES (ATVs) AND
OFF ROAD VEHICLES; TO REGULATE THEIR USE IN THE
CITY OF ATLANTA; TO ESTABLISH OPERATING
STANDARDS; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.

WHEREAS, the City of Atlanta and other major cities are experiencing a proliferation of
all-terrain vehicles ("ATVs") in neighborhoods and parks; and

WHEREAS, the residents are seeking solutions as to how to stop this unwanted form of
recreation on their neighborhood streets and sidewalks and in their public parks; and

WHEREAS, Georgia State Law at O.C.G.A. §40-7-5 gives local governing bodies the
authority to regulate time periods and to establish zones of use for off-road vehicles
including ATVs; and

WHEREAS, Children's Healthcare of Atlanta advocates that children under the age of
16 should not operate ATVs because they don't have the upper body strength or physical
control to prevent rollovers; and

WHEREAS, the U. S. Consumer Product and Safety Commission reports approximately
135,000 injuries and 800 deaths occur in the U. S. each year from ATV accidents, and

WHEREAS, a 16 year old girl was killed on June 23, 2013 in central Georgia and the
driver, a 17 year old boy, was seriously injured in this accident; and

WHEREAS, ATVs are designed to operate on soft ground and not hard
pavement/asphalt and are hard to control on these surfaces; and

WHEREAS, the city of Atlanta currently does not have any laws in place to combat the
proliferation of these vehicles; and

WHEREAS, the citizens of Atlanta have asked its elected officials to deal with the
issue of ATVs in the public right-of-way and the public safety issue this poses to all of
Atlanta's neighborhoods.



NOW THEREFORE BE AND IT IS HEREBY ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL
OF THE CITY OF ATLANTA, GEORGIA, as follows:

SECTION 1:  Section 150-1 of Article III of Chapter 150 of the City of Atlanta Code
of Ordinances is hereby amended to add the following definitions:

All-terrain vehicle (ATV) means any motorized vehicle designed for off-road
use which is equipped with three or more non-highway tires and which is 50 inches or
less in width [See 0. C. G. A. Section 40-1-1(3)].

Off road vehicle means any motorized vehicle designed for or capable of cross-
country travel on or immediately over land, water snow, ice, marsh, swampland, or
other natural terrain and not intended for use predominantly on public roads. The term
includes, but is not limited to four-wheel drive vehicles, low pressure tire vehicles, and
non-highway tire vehicles (See O.C.G.A Section 40-7-3).

SECTION 2: Article III of Chapter 150 of the city of Atlanta Code of Ordinances is
hereby amended to add new Section 150-70 entitled Registered and Licensed Motor
Vehicles, which reads as follows:

All vehicles that are required to be registered and licensed under the laws of the
State of Georgia are not subject to the restrictions regarding the use of all-terrain and
off road vehicles as set out herein at Sections 150-71 and 150-72.

SECTION 3: Article III of Chapter 150 of the City of Atlanta Code of Ordinances is
hereby amended to add new Section 150-71 entitled Operation of All Terrain and Off
Road Vehicles, which reads as follows:

It shall be unlawful for anyone to operate an ATV or off road vehicle, as
defined in this Chapter, on any city sidewalk, city park, city trail, city shared multi-use
path, city bicycle path, city recreation facility, and all other city property. (This section
does not apply to authorized city employees/agencies in the performance of their duties
(i.e. police officers, parks employees, etc.). Also, see Section 110-59(a)(30) of the
City Code which also prohibits the use of off road vehicles in City parks.

It shall be unlawful for anyone to operate an ATV or off road vehicle, as
defined in this Chapter, in the public right-of-way in residential zoning districts
(designated as R-1 through R-5 districts) and in multi-family zoning districts
(designated as RG and MR districts). These specific restrictions are authorized
pursuant to the State of Georgia's "Off-Road Vehicle Act of 1975", Georgia Code
Annotated §§ 40-7-1 through 40-7-6.

(c)	 No person shall operate an ATV or off road vehicle in a manner which violates
the City's Noise Ordinance.
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(d)	 Nothing in this ordinance shall prohibit or interfere with the open access of
sidewalks or public infrastructure to persons with disabilities, wheelchairs, or in any
way conflict with the American with Disabilities Act.

SECTION  : Article III of Chapter 150 of the City of Atlanta Code of Ordinances is
hereby amended to add new Section 150-72 entitled Penalties, which reads as follows:

For any violations of this article, any person violating these provisions will be subject
to the following penalties:

For a first violation, the mandatory penalty will be a fine in the amount of
$250.00.

For a second violation, the penalty will be a fine in the amount of $500.00
and/or imprisonment of a term not exceeding six months.

(c) After a second violation, the penalty for additional violations will be a fine
in the mandatory amount of $1,000.00 and imprisonment for a term of six
months.

SECTION 5: Remaining sections 150-73 through 150-85 of Article III of Chapter 150,
titled -General Rules of Vehicle Operation" continue to be reserved.

SECTION 6: That all ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict with this ordinance
shall be waived to the extent of the conflict only.
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