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BY COUN ILMEMBER MICHAEL JU

A RESOLUTION ACCEPTI G THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE
ALCOHOL TECHNICAL ADVISORY GROUP II; AND FOR OTHER
PURPOSES.

WHEREAS, pursuant to Resolution 1 1-R-0936, adopted unanimously by the City Council on
June 20, 2011 and approved by the Mayor on June 29, 2011, the Alcohol Technical Advisory
Group 11 was created to review the laws, ordinances and regulations applicable to the licensing
and sale of alcoholic beverages in the City of Atlanta and the enforcement thereof; to ascertain
and recommend improvements to said laws, ordinances and regulations; 	 and to present
recommendations to the Mayor and City Council; and,

WHEREAS, seventeen representatives served on ATAG II appointed by the Mayor, City Council, and

various community and business groups (see "Exhibit A"); and,

WHEREAS, since December 2011, ATAG II has held eighteen regular meetings on the second
Wednesday of each month, sixteen work sessions on the third Thursday of each month and nine
public input sessions held at various locations in each quadrant of the City including the Rosel
Fann Recreation Center, Inman Park Middle School, Grove Park Recreation Center and
Cathedral of Christ the King Church; and,

WHEREAS, during regular monthly meetings various presentations were made to the ATAG II
Board, including: City of Atlanta Departments of Revenue, Law and Solicitor; Office of the
Mayor, Citizens Advocate; Atlanta Police Department, License & Permits Unit; Atlanta Police
Department, Vice Unit; Georgia Department of Revenue, Alcohol & Tobacco Division;
Gwinnett County, Licensing & Revenue Department; Gwinnett County, Vice /Alcohol Squad;
City of Decatur, City Attorney's Office; and,

WHEREAS, regular monthly meetings were televised live on City Channel 26. Regular monthly
meetings, work sessions and public input meetings were all digitally recorded and are available
on	 the	 City	 Council's	 "Meeting	 Videos"	 web	 page
<http://citvcouncil.atlantaga.E,,ov/VIDEO.HTM>; and,

WHEREAS, the Office of Planning produced several maps illustrating the city-wide dispersion of

alcohol licenses classified by density, median income, ethnicity, NPU and police beat (see "Exhibit B");
and,

WHEREAS, based on extensive input from the public, ATAG II prepared a list of conceptual
recommendations, in response to the broad range of identified concerns, for consideration by the
Council and Mayor; and,



ic • WHEREAS, ATAG II developed an issues list that was a direct result of public input ("Exhibit
C") and on May 8, 2013 the members of ATAG II voted on the conceptual recommendations
developed to address the identified concerns (see "Exhibit D"). An additional report gives
back ground and provides the rationale for the recommendations ("Exhibit E"); and,

WHEREAS, although not all conceptual recommendations received majority votes from the
ATAG II members, all concerns that were identified to ATAG II by the public are included in
the final list of recommendations prepared by ATAG II.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
ATLANTA, GEORGIA, as follows:

Section 1:	 ATAG II has made the following recommendations to the Mayor and City
Council for their consideration.

Section 2:	 All resolutions or part of resolutions in conflict herewith are hereby rescinded.

LParks
New Stamp
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APPOINTED BY	 APPOINTEE

Mayor:	 Scott Selig

City Council President:

City Council Public Safety Committee Chair:

City Council Councilmembers:

Council Districts 1, 2, 3. 4 and Post-I:

Council Districts 5, 6, 7, 8 and Post-2:

Council Districts 9, 10, 11, 12 and Post-3:

Atlanta Planning Advisory Board:

License Review Board:

Martha Porter Hall

Michael Bond, Post At-Large (Chair)

Kwanza Flan, District 2
Ivory Lee Young, District 3

Ron Lail (Vice-Chair)

Dianne Olansky

Renee Bailey

Rashid Muhammad

William Lobb

Independent Bar & Restaurant
Association of Georgia:. 	 Pino G. Venetio

Georgia Alcohol Dealers Association: 	 Mac Thurston

Georgia Restaurant Association:	 Clay Mingus, Esq.

National Association of Licensing &
Compliance Professionals: 	 Michael Sard, Esq.

Gate City Bar Association:	 Hakim Hilliard, Esq.

Atlanta Bar Association:	 Lisa Morchower, Esq.

Atlanta Metro Chamber of Commerce:	 Open

CITY STAFF: 
Law Department:	 Amber Robinson, Senior Assistant

City Attorney

Atlanta Police Department,
License and Permits Unit:	 Sgt. Edward Davis

City Council Staff:
	

Bernard Thomas, Policy and
Research Analyst

Wasonna Griffin, Legislative

Analyst

Office of Cotmcilmember Michael J. Bond: 	 Kristina Garcia-Bunuel, Senior
Leg islative Aide
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Locations of Alcohol Licenses

BEER & WINE CONSUMED

BEER & WINE PACKAGED

BEER MANUFACTURING

LIQUOR BEER & WINE CONSUMED

RETAIL PACKAGE LIQUOR STORE

WHOLESALE

Census Tracts

Median Household

	  sleet< - 5207.5K

	  $124.5K - 3188K

	  $83K - 5124.5K

41.K - 583K

54 5K-$415K
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City of Atlanta
'`• 1' 	 of Alcohol Licenses

BEER & WINE CONSUMED

BEER & WINE PACKAGED

BEER MANUFACTURING

LIQUOR BEER & WINE CONSUMED

RETAIL PACKAGE LIQUOR STORE

WHOLESALE

Census Tracts
Black or African American Households
	  1% - 13%

	  14% -43%
44% - sr/.
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Alcohol Technical Licensing Group (ATAG)
Board Identified Issues

A	 I	 B	 I	 C	 I	 D

1_ .......„,..	 ....„..

Issue (brief statement of the matter) Explanation (full description of the problem, correction, 	 Potential resolution (describe the	 Issue Type
challenge etc., so that someone not familiar with the issue will	 method through which the issue
understand it)	 could be resolved, addressed,

corrected etc.)

Provide sufficient guidance on role of
Neighborhood Planning Units (NPUs).

Ensure the City's Alcohol Code reflects the reality of what neighborhoods
can actually do when it comes to influencing/impacting the issuance of

City attorney to review section 10-48 with
APAB; Add language of 10-48 to NPU

Application

1 beer, wine and/or liquor licenses. Make this clear to communities so they
can be more effective in addressing the issues associated with owners of

Report Form

2 such licenses.
Timeliness of the NPU process. Often NPUs will refer the license application to a Public Safety sub- City attorney to review section 10-48 (60 Application

2 committee for review and recommendation. day/1 meeting limitation) with APAB; Add
3 10-48 to NPU Report Form

Revise and streamline the application The application is long, confusing and does not reflect the language of the Application

3
process. Code of Ordinances. The application must be clearly reflect the language o f

the code. It also requires too much time on the part of both the License &
Permits Unit as well as the applicant.

License applicants should be should be
fully knowledgeable of the relevant Code

During License Review Board meetings applicants are simply asked if they
are familiar with the Code and perhaps one or two other questions. This is

Applicants for alcohol licenses should be
tested for their understanding of the City's

Application

4 not sufficient to demonstrate a true understanding of the Code. Alcohol Code.
5

Tighten the license renewal process. The license renewal process should review for violations/citations/911 calls Application
6 5 during the prior year.

Application info is not easily available. Application information is not available on-line and has to be requested of Application
6 the APD. APD records are all paper based and are not easily accessible to

7_ staff or to the public:
Application status is not available. Once an application is under review, there is no mechanism through which Application

7 an applicant or the public can track the review process and status of the
8 different stages of the review.

Applicant knowledge Applicant is not required to demonstrate knowledge of the ordinance. There
should be an objective measure of the applicant's knowledge of the

Application

8 ordinance, demonstrated at the time of application of the license, and
9 perhaps periodically every X years after that.

Limited background checks. Background checks are run only on the applicant/agent and not on all of the
persons involved with the ownership of the business. Not clear whether
background checks of violations in other jurisdictions are also considered

Application

9 as part of background check or renewal process. Mike Sard: This is not so.
100% of ownership interest of private companies are identified and when
individuals, are subjected to criminal background investigations.

10
Unclear from application whether applicant APD to add check box to page 1 of Application

10 applying for full year or half year license application indicating whether license is
11 for 7 -12 months or 1 - 6 months

11
Lack of enforcement of Chapter 10
violations.

License and Permits Unit does not have enough staff to vigorously surveil,
identify and cite violators. As a result, problem locations grow into loci of

City council resolution requesting Mayor
Reed to add police officers to APD

Enforcement/
Operational

12 criminal and/or nuisance activity. licenses and_rmits unit_
Alcohol servers should be fully Servers without a proper and thorough knowledge of the Alcohol Code Individuals serving alcohol should be Enforcement/

12 knowledgeable of the relevant Code. endanger the public, the establishments' customers and the holder of the tested for their understanding of the City's Operational
13 alcohol license. Alcohol Code.

- Clarify Code as pertains to due cause and Enforcement/
13 denial provisions. Operational

14

4/19/2012
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Alcohol Technical Licensing Group (ATAG) II
Board Identified Issues

B C D E F

15

16

1 7 

18

1 9

14
City departments are understaffed. The City Solicitor and APD License & Permit Unit need staffing increase to

adequately administrate, enforce and prosecute cases.
City council resolution requesting that
Mayor Reed direct resources to these
offices

Enforcement/
Operational

15
Clarify use of license fees. Are the license fees charged to applicants being used solely for the

licensing process.
Review police department budget Enforcement/

Operational

16
Consistency between regulation and
enforcement.

There is no internal or external audit function associated with the issuance
and renewal of alcohol licenses.

Enforcement/
Operational

17
No audit function. Enforcement/

Operational

18

Temporary permits No notification provided to NPU when temporary permit is applied
for/issued. Renee: No formal process other than the Police Chief approving
the license. No individual should have power to approve license without
supporting evidence of applicant's business practices/community input.
Mike Sard: Such licenses are revocable without cause and only used for
previously licensed establishments. Temporary license must be for same
type of business as former license

Enforcement/
Operational

20

2 1

22

19

Tighten the license renewal process All licensed establishments with more
than 2 calls for service in the previous 12
months shall automatically be sent before
LRB. Mandatory notification of the NPU
and Councilmember of the upcoming LRB
date.

Enforcement/
Operational

20

Under-reporting of violations in businesses
holding alcohol licenses.

For example, in situations where a business holds a restaurant liquor
license and does not maintain a functioning/stocked kitchen.

Develop a system allowing building/health
inspectors to easily report obvious
violations to the License and Permits
Department.

Enforcement/
Operational

21

Hold license owners more accountable for
the violence/trash/crime/noise that takes
place in their parking lot and surrounding
area.

At this time license owners can avoid accountability for violence
that starts inside their business by simply pushing it out onto the
street or into the parking lot.

Enforcement/
Operational

23

22

Fines issued by the Solicitors Office do not
discourages violations.

Increase the amount of fines issued by
the Solicitors Office to
an amount which discourages violations

Enforcement/
Operational

24
23

Hold property owner accountable for
actions of those alcohol license-holders
leasing from them.

Enforcement/
Operational

25

, 4

'44

APD officers working second jobs in
alcohol licensed establishments should

' carry ticket books so they can issue
'citations.

Enforcement/
Operational

26

25

Ordinance language needs to be reviewed
and modified to be consistent with current
case law rulings.

The language of the ordinance cannot be in conflict with Court decisions
that have been handed down since the ordinance was last updated. One
example of this need for updating comes through the Marietta vs Goldrush
case, which addressed the property owner's right to an alcohol license.

Identification of conflicting language and
then editing/correction of conflicting
language.

Policy

4/19/2012
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