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C I TY COUNCIL
ATLAICIA, CiEORGIA 13-o-0508

AN ORDIN CE

BY COUNCIL MEMBER FELICIA. A. MOORE

AS SUBSTITUTED BY COMMITTEE ON COUNCIL

ORDINANCE TO AMEND SECTION 2-104 (a) OF
THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF
AT TA (ENTITLED "REI‘i RS FROM PUBLIC") SO
AS TO C GE "S L" TO	 Y" WITH REGARD
TO A SPE ER YIELDING HIS/HER TIMr., TO
ANOTHER SPE ER CAUSING THE PERSON TO

OM THE TIME S BEEN YIELDED TO BE
P CED AT THE END OF THE SPE ERS' LIST,
THUS LEAVING T T ISSUE TO THE DISCREATION
OF THE PRESIDING OFFICER; TO ELIMINATE THE
60 MINUTE TIME RESTRICTION: TO WAIVE
CONFLICTING ORDINANCES AND CODE SECTIONS:
AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.

EREAS, currently, a speaker who has been ceded time by
another speaker during the public comment section of the city
council meeting, must go to the end of the line; and

EREAS, the better practice would be to place that decision in
the discretion of the presiding officer; and

EREAS, the 60 minute time restriction has always been waived
when the number of persons signed up to speak exceed that 60
minute time restriction thus obviating the need for the rule.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL
OF THE CITY OF ATLANTA, GEORGIA as follows:



Section 1.	 Section 2-104 (a) of the code of ordinances of
the City of Atlanta (entitled "remarks from public") which
currently provides as follows:

Sec. 2-104. - Re arks from public.

(a)
The council shall only hear remarks from those members
of the public who sign up to speak prior to the convening
of each regularly scheduled Council meeting. The sign-up
sheets or speaker cards will be made available to the
public, by the municipal clerk, at the entrance of the
Council Chambers or other authorized meeting location
30 minutes prior to the scheduled council meeting time;
and sign up will terminate upon the convening of each
meeting with the lists or cards delivered to the presiding
officer at that time. The time frame for public remarks
shall not exceed 60 minutes, with each person being
allowed to speak a maximum of two minutes. Any
member of the public may speak to the council on
matters of public concern, including matters of general
policy, efficiency and the conduct of city government,
provided that the president may rule out of order
personal, abusive or indecorous language, or matters
that the city has no purview over. No person shall cede
his/her time to another person who has not previously
signed up to speak. However, a speaker may yield
his/her time to another speaker on the list; provided that
the person to whom time has been yielded shall be
placed at the end of the speakers' list. Such yielded time
shall be heard only during the 60-minute remarks by the
public period. Under no circumstances shall any person
to whom time has been yielded be allowed to speak
during any extensions of the initial remarks by the public
period.



Is hereby amended by changing the word "shall" to "may" and
eliminating the "60 minute time restriction" so that when
amended, said code section shall provide as follows:

(a)
The council shall only hear remarks from those members
of the public who sign up to speak prior to the convening
of each regularly scheduled Council meeting. The sign-up
sheets or speaker cards will be made available to the
public, by the municipal clerk, at the entrance of the
Council Chambers or other authorized meeting location
30 minutes prior to the scheduled council meeting time;
and sign up will terminate upon the convening of each
meeting with the lists or cards delivered to the presiding
officer at that time. Each person shall be allowed to
speak for a maximum of two minutes. Any member of the
public may speak to the council on matters of public
concern, including matters of general policy, efficiency
and the conduct of city government, provided that the
president may rule out of order personal, abusive or
indecorous language, or matters that the city has no
purview over. No person shall cede his/her time to
another person who has not previously signed up to
speak. However, a speaker may yield his/her time to
another speaker on the list; provided that the person to
whom time has been yielded may be placed at the end of
the speakers' list.

Section 3: All code sections, ordinances, and parts of code sections
and ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby waived for the sole
purpose of this ordinance only and shall otherwise remain in full
force and effect.
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