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A RESOLUTION DECLARING THE SUPPORT OF THE ATLANTA 
CITY COUNCIL FOR MARRIAGE EQUALITY; AND FOR OTHER 
PURPOSES. 

WHEREAS, the United States Supreme Court has ruled that marriage is one of the basic civil 
rights of the American people, fundamental to our very existence and survival s ; and 

WHEREAS, in 1974, the Supreme Court declared that: "This court has long recognized that 
freedom of personal choice in matters of marriage and family life is one of the liberties protected 
by the [Constitution]"2; and 

WHEREAS, marriages that are deemed legally valid by the federal and state governments 
provide the married couple with more than 1,138 federal rights, privileges, economic advantages 
and legal protections; and 

WHEREAS, these rights include access to health care, inheritance of social security benefits and 
eligibility for significant taxation advantages. Protections afforded to each spouse in a legal 
marriage include protection of their parental relationship with their children, protection of the 
inheritance rights of their spouse and children, ensuring hospital visitation rights and the ability 
to make medical decisions for their spouse, and protection of property rights; and 

WHEREAS, without being declared legally valid, the spouses of same-sex marriages cannot 
receive these rights, privileges, advantages and protections; and 

WHEREAS, recent national polls show that a majority of Americans now believe same-sex 
marriage should be recognized by law as valid; and 

WHEREAS, Massachusetts, Connecticut, Iowa, Vermont, the District of Columbia, New 
Hampshire, New York, Washington, Maryland and Maine have legalized marriage for same-sex 
couples; and 

Loving v. Virginia, 388 U.S. 1 (1967). 
2  Cleveland Board of Education v. LaFleur, 414 U.S. 632 (1974). 

JULIAN BOND, A A 	S, KWANZA HALL, AARON WATSON 
COUNCILMEMBERS ALEX WAN, CARLA SMITH, FELICIA M • 
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VitikEAS on February 23, 2011, the Barack Obama administration announced that the US 
tice Department would no longer defend in federal court the 1996 federal law entitled the 

Defense of Marriage Act ("DOMA") and its denial of federal recognition to married same-sex 
couples; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Atlanta ("City") has a rich history in the civil rights movement and and 
is rightfully considered one of the most progressive cities in the country regarding its policies 
protecting equal rights for all citizens; and 

WHEREAS, the City Atlanta has one of the highest lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender 
("LGBT") populations per capita, ranking third among major American cities; and 

WHEREAS, the Atlanta Code of Ordinances ("Code") has numerous non-discrimination 
provisions that prohibit discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation by Atlanta businesses, 
(Code Section 94-112), in housing sales and rentals (Code Section 94-94), and by stores, hotels, 
restaurants and other public accommodations (Code Section 94-68); and 

WHEREAS, City law also prohibits sexual orientation discrimination in the City's own 
employment decisions (Code Section 3-502). The City offers its employees the ability to enroll 
a domestic partner for coverage under the employee's health insurance plan, and to name a 
domestic partner as the recipient of the employee's pension benefits; and 

WHEREAS, in 2004, the City passed resolution 04-R-0183, opposing an amendment to the 
Georgia Constitution that would ban same-sex marriages in Georgia; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
ATLANTA that the Atlanta City Council supports marriage equality for same-sex couples. 
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Atlanta City Council 

PERSONAL 
	 DECLARING SUPPORT OF THE ATLANTA CITY 

COUNCIL FOR MARRIAGE EQUALITY 
ADOPT/WAN, A. 

YEAS: 11 

	

NAYS: 	2 

	

ABSTENTIONS: 	0 

	

NOT VOTING: 	2 

	

EXCUSED: 	0 
ABSENT 1 

Y Smith Y Archibong Y Moore Y Bond 

NV Hall Y Wan N Martin Y Watson 

B Young N Shook Y Bottoms Y Willis 

Y Winslow Y Adrean Y Sheperd NV Mitchell 
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