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KASIM REED 
MAYOR 

CITY OF ATLANTA 
FIRE-RESCUE DEPARTMENT 

226 Peachtree St., SW 
Atlanta, GA 30303-3749 

Phone (404) 546-7000 Fax (404) 546-8761 

KELVIN J . COCHRAN 
FIRE CHIEF 

September 17, 2012 

Ceasar C. Mitchell 
President 
Atlanta City Council 
55 Trinity Avenue, SW 
Suite 2900 
Atlanta, GA 30303 

Dear Council President Mitchell, 

CONFIRMED BY 
OCT 1 5 2012 

COUNCIL 

I would like to recommend Chief William Hamer as the Fire-Rescue Department's appointment to the 
Commission to Honor Atlanta's First African-American Fire Fighters and Fire Station #16. He is eager to 
share his knowledge, expertise, and experience with the Board. 

Committed to Public Safety, 

Kelvin L. Cochran 
Fire Chief 



My Career As An Atlanta Firefighter 

1963-1989 

William Harold Hamer 

My career as a firefighter began as one of the first 16 firefighters hired as 

an initial attempt to integrate the Atlanta Fire Department. 

Mayor Ivan Allen had promised the Black Citizens of Atlanta, that if they 

voted to pass his referendum project, which had failed two previous votes, the 

Mayor said he would integrate the fire department. The Black Citizens voted 

successfully, and April 1, 1963 was the first day Black Firefighters were employed 

at station #16, located on Marietta Street. The new station was not completed 

until June of 1963. 

The opening day of the new fire station #16 was a classic event. All of the 

firefighters were in dressed uniform and assigned throughout the station to 

answer any questions from the Citizens. Having Black firefighters was the talk of 

the town. Atlanta was moving forward in race relations. 

During the next decade and a half, the central concept was how to improve 

race relations in every major event throughout the city. This is what I have always 

loved about Atlanta. 

Consequently, I was formulating my ideas and methods, as to how I would 

launch my personal career interest, which was to become the first Black Fire 

Chief. 

The method and concept of me becoming Fire Chief was completely 

unthinkable. The year was 1975, and every Black Firefighter was praying for some 

avenue to open up for the promotion of the first Black Lieutenant. To make it 

even more difficult, all promotions to Lieutenants were being made from an 

examination that was given in 1969, which all Black Firefighters failed. 

Following the 1969 examination, Chief P. 0. Williams and Assistant Chief 

Gibson were confident that they had a promotional system in place, which would 

prevent Black Firefighters from any promotions over the next 10 years. 



However, Chief Williams and Assistant Chief Gibson failed to realize their 

promotional decisions made from 1966 to 1974 would cause major deviations in 

the Atlanta Fire Department. In 1966, a decision was made to promote White 

Firefighters to Lieutenants, and 3 months later, promote those same White 

Firefighters to Captains. The explanation for these promotions was the result of a 

union strike, and a third shift being added within the fire department. However, 

the most significant decision of all was made by Federal Judge Charles Moye, in 

the discrimination lawsuit filed by Firefighter William H. Hamer. Judge Charles 

Moye enjoined the Fire Department, the City of Atlanta, Georgia, and Mayor 

Maynard Jackson, and the Personnel Department from making any promotions, 

firings, and hiring of Personnel until there is a satisfactory settlement of Mr. 

William H. Hamer's lawsuit. 

Following this decision, the City of Atlanta, Georgia, witnessed several 

historical changes; such as city hall going from predominately White to Black in 

10 months, and the Fire Department was being managed by Fire Chief A.P. Black, 
Chief Sprayberry and Firefighter William H. Hamer. 

Later, in 1985, Chief William H. Hamer was appointed Fire Chief of the 

Atlanta Fire Department. This appointment gave Fire Chief Hamer the honor of 

becoming the First Black Metropolitan Fire Chief in the United States. 
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