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RENAME HERRING RD TO GERALD L. DURLEY 
DRIVE 
FILE 

YEAS: 13 
NAYS: 0 

ABSTENTIONS: 0 
NOT VOTING: 1 

EXCUSED: 2 
ABSENT 0 

Y Smith Y Archibong Y Moore Y Bond 
Y Hall E Wan Y Martin Y Watson 
Y Young Y Shook E Bottoms Y Willis 

Y Winslow Y Adrean Y Sheperd NV Mitchell 



AN ORDINANCE 

BY COUNCIL MEMBERS KEISHA LANCE BO 0 S & H. 
WILLIS 

AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR OR HIS DESIGNEE 
TO RENAME HERRING ROAD, SW IN ITS 
ENTIRETY TO GERALD L. DURLEY DRIVE, SW 
AND TO WAIVE SECTIONS 138-8(b)(4)(a) 
(DEPOSIT) EXCEPT THE COST OF 
ADVERTISEMENT AND 138-8(c)(1) (AGE 
REQUIREMENT); AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. 

WHEREAS, the street currently named Herring Road, SW is within the corporate limits 
of the City of Atlanta known as Cascade Heights; and 

WHEREAS, the community has requested their council representative to rename 
Herring Road, SW in honor and recognition of Dr. Gerald L. Durley ; and 

WHEREAS, Dr. Durley was born in Kansas, grew up in California, graduated from high school 
in Colorado and continued his education in the south at Tennessee State University where he was 
an outstanding basketball player; and 

WHEREAS, after graduation from college Dr. Durley had the urge andr the need to 
serve and became one of the first Peace Corp volunteers to enter Nigeria, West Africa ; and 

WHEREAS, Dr. Durley holds numerous degrees (Masters Degree in Community Mental 
Health, Doctorate Degree in Urban Education and Psychology, Master of Divinity Degree) and 
has been fortunate enough to hold several distinguished positions in government (U.S. 
Office of Education, Fulton and Douglas Counties), educational institutions (Northern Illinois 
University, Clark Atlanta University and Morehouse School of Medicine) as well as in the 
private sector (Institute for Services to Education, Inc. and Perspectives International, Inc. as 
founder, president and CEO); and 

WHEREAS, Dr. Durley has been deeply involved with the Global Warming climate 
discussions across the country, he has testified before the Environmental Protection Agency, has 
been invited to a Climate Leadership Retreat at the Garrison Institute to share with scientists, 
clergy, and environmentalists and he truly believes that for the environment to be saved the 
educational, scientific, business, political and religious communities must join forces and agree 
on positive actions for immediate and constructive changes; and 

WHEREAS, during the last five years Dr. Durley has traveled to Israel, Turkey, Jordan and 
other destinations with Muslims, Christians, and Jews to better understand the differences and 
similarities among people, cultures and beliefs. He has worked across faith lines to promote 
interfaith relations; and 

WHEREAS, Dr.. Durley has been married to his lovely wife Muriel for forty-four (44) years 
and this union has produce them a son and a daughter and they are the proud grandparents of four 
(4). 

WHEREAS, the citizens of Atlanta and the Cascade Heights community will be 
enhanced by this street name change for a man that has been a beacon in their community 
for the past twenty-four (24) years at Providence Missionary Baptist Church. 



NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
ATLANTA, GEORGIA as follows: 

SECTION 1:  That Herring Road, SW in its entirety be renamed to Gerald L. Durley 
Drive, SW and the Department of Public Works will approve the installation of all 
signage. 

SECTION 2:  The Department of Public Works and all other departments and agencies 
will comply with all requirements set forth in Section 138-8 of the Code of Ordinances of 
the City of Atlanta. 

SECTION 3:  That Sections 138-8(b)(4)(a) (deposit) with the exception of the associated 
advertisement cost and 138-8(c)(1) (age requirement) be waived. 

SECTION 4:  The change is effective upon the Mayor's approval. 

SECTION 5:  That the appropriate City agencies, including but not limited to the 
Department of Public Works, Atlanta Police, Fire and Rescue Departments, Department 
of Planning and Community Development and the Clerk of Council, are hereby directed 
to take such steps as are necessary to have the name changed on street signs, maps and 
other official documents and markers. 

SECTION 6:  All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict with this ordinance are 
hereby waived in this instance only. 



REVEREND DR. GERALD L. DURLEY 

Dr. Gerald L. Durley was born in Wichita, Kansas. He grew up in California 
and graduated from high school in Denver, Colorado. Being endowed with exceptional 
basketball skills and a deep interest in improving the civil and human rights of African 
Americans, Dr. Durley chose to leave the west and venture south to Tennessee State 
University in Nashville, Tennessee. 

While earning a Bachelor of Science Degree in Psychology, playing on a 
championship basketball team, and serving as student government president, he 
became very active in the civil rights movement. After graduating, Dr. Durley became 
one of the first Peace Corp volunteers to enter Nigeria, West Africa. From Africa he 
ventured to Switzerland where he enrolled in postgraduate studies at the University of 
Neuchantel. While there, he was invited to play for one of the Swiss National 
basketball teams. 

When he returned to the United States, Dr. Durley enrolled in Northern Illinois University where he 
again became intensely involved in the struggle for human dignity, and earned one of the first Masters Degrees 
in Community Mental Health. He assisted in the founding of the Afro-American Cultural Organization whose 
goal was to teach minorities about their heritage. Upon graduation, he remained in Dekalb, Illinois as an 
administrator, counselor, professor, recruiter, Director of Black Studies and liaison between Black students on 
campus and in the town of Dekalb. Recognizing his sincerity for positive change, the U.S. Office of Education 
invited him to move to Washington, D.C. and become Assistant Branch Chief of Pupil Personnel Services. A 
compelling desire to be even better prepared dictated that Dr. Durley enter the University of Massachusetts and 
earn a Doctorate Degree in Urban Education and Psychology. 

The Institute for Services to Education, Inc. invited Dr. Durley to direct many of its major projects 
working with historically black colleges and universities. He later founded and became president and CEO of 
Perspectives International, Inc. to produce positive, constructive programs for African Americans and other 
minority's communities. 

Having been a dedicated educator, an effective psychologist, a nationally sought after motivational 
speaker, Dr. Durley was gravely disturbed by the decaying moral, social and family value systems throughout 
the nation. He enrolled at Howard University and earned a Master of Divinity Degree. 

Combining the disciplines of psychology and religion, Dr. Durley moved to Atlanta, Georgia and 
accepted the position as Director of the Counseling Center at Clark College (now Clark Atlanta University). He 
later became Dean of Student Affairs at Clark Atlanta University. His concern for families and children 
encouraged him to accept the Executive Directorship of the Head Start Program for Fulton and Douglas 
Counties in Georgia. Realizing that the spirit and mind must work in concert with the physical body, Dr. Durley 
joined the faculty at the Morehouse School of Medicine as the Director of the Health Promotion Resource 
Center. 

Dr. Durley has been intricately involved in the global warming climate change discussions across the 
country. He was invited to a Climate Leadership Retreat at the Garrison Institute to share with scientists, clergy, 
and environmentalists. He has been asked to serve on the Conservation Fund's National Forum on Children. 
Dr. Durley appears in the film The Great Warming where he is discussing climate change with urban youngsters 
at the YMCA. Recently he was asked to testify before the Environmental Protection Agency. On April 22, Dr. 
Durley orchestrated, among the clergy of Atlanta, Georgia, for them to speak about religion and science on 
Earth Day. Dr. Durley truly believes that for the environment to be saved the educational, scientific, business, 
political and religious communities must join forces and agree on positive actions for immediate, constructive 
change. 

For the last five years Dr. Durley has been traveling to Israel, Turkey, Jordan and other destinations with 
Muslims, Christians, and Jews to better understand the differences and similarities among people, cultures and 
beliefs. He has worked across faith lines to promote interfaith relations, and has been a vocal, outspoken 
advocate for assisting groups and individuals to communicate across faith disciplines. 
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Professional Career: 2012 — 1968  
Senior Pastor — Providence Missionary Baptist Church of Atlanta, GA 
Adjunct Professor — Morehouse School of Medicine 
Director — Health Prevention Resource Center — Morehouse School of Medicine 
Executive Director — Head Start Program, Atlanta, GA 
Dean — Clark Atlanta University 
Director of Counseling — Clark Atlanta University 
Assistant Pastor — Ebenezer Baptist Church, Atlanta, GA 
Assistant Pastor — Mount Olive Baptist Church, Arlington, VA 
President and Founder, Perspectives International, Inc. 
Vice President — Institute for Services to Education, Inc. 
Assistant Branch Chair — U.S. Office of Education's Pupil Personnel Services 
Director — Chance Program — Northern Illinois University 
Research Assistant — University of Neuchatel, Neuchatel, Switzerland 
Volunteer — United States Peace Corps — Nbawsi, Nigeria West Africa 

Education: 
Master of Divinity — Howard University 
Doctorate — Urban Education and Educational Psychology — University of Massachusetts 
Master of Science — Community Health — Northern Illinois University 
Bachelor of Science — Psychology — Tennessee State University 
Diploma — Manual High School — Denver, CO 

Boards of Directors and Advisory Boards: 
American Tract Society 
Atlanta Beltline Partnership 
Atlanta Education Fund 
Atlanta Inquirer Newspaper 
Atlanta March of Dimes 
Atlanta Tuberculosis Task Force 
Atlanta Union Mission 
Board of Ministers — Morehouse College 
Board of Visitors — McAfee School of Theology, Mercer University 
Center for Civil ad Human Rights Global Advisory Board 
Co-Chair — 2010 Prostate Cancer Walk 
Co-Chair — Regional Council of churches of Metropolitan Atlanta, GA 
Communities in Schools of Atlanta, GA 
Diversity Advisory Board — Georgia Power Company 
Faith Alliance of Metropolitan Atlanta 
Fulton County Red Cross 
Georgia Interfaith Advisory Corrections Board 
Healthy Fulton County (GA) Initiative 
Interdenominational Theological Center Planning Board 
Interfaith Community Institute / World Pilgrims 
Interfaith Power & Light — The Regeneration Project 
Mayor's Youth and Violence Task Force 



Dr. Gerald L. Durley 
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Member — Concerned Black Clergy of Metropolitan Atlanta, GA 
Ovie Muglelli Foundation - Educate Under Served Youth on the Environment 
Past President, Concerned Black Clergy of Metropolitan Atlanta, GA 
Re-naming of Atlanta Hartsfield (-Jackson) International Airport Committee 
Sustainable Atlanta (Environment) 
The Atlanta Project 
Vision 2020 Atlanta 

Organizational Memberships: 
Earth Justice of America 
Friends of the Earth 
Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity 
National Association for the Advancement of Colored People 
National Wildlife Federation 
Sierra Club 
St. James Lodge #4 

Awards and Recognitions: 
"Keepers of the Dream" Award 
African Heritage Award 
Association of Black Social Workers — Harambee Award 
Atlanta Department of Parks, Recreation and Cultural Affairs — Teen Week Award 
Children's Healthcare of Atlanta - "Joining Healthy Hand for Children" 
Church of China - China Christian Council Award 
City of Atlanta — Joseph E. Boone Commission 
City of Atlanta Youth Award — Olympic and Paraolympic Games 
Coalition for Healthy and Responsible Georgia — Faith Advocate Award 
Congress of National Black Churches Award 
Eagle Awards Commission — Soaring Eagle Neli Award 
Father's Resource Center - "Father of Faith-based Programs" 
Georgia Cities in Schools — Humanitarian Award of Excellence 
Keynote Speaker — NAACP 20 th  Freedom Fund Dinner 
Lt. Colonel, Aide De Camp Governor's Staff — Honorable Rev. Dr. Gerald L. Durley Appointment 
New Heights Montessori School — Stargazers Award 
Operation Reachback Award, Inc. — National Think Tank Conference 
Outstanding Georgia Citizen 
Parole Association of Georgia — Spiritual Leadership Award 
Religious Leader Award — Tuskegee Airmen 
Spirit of Fatherhood Award 
Summer Youth Program Award — Howard University 
Tennessee State University — Paradigm of Compassionate Service 
The Charles S. Hamilton Social Action Award 
The Chosen Award — Gospel choice Award 
The Coca-Cola Company — Diversity Leadership Award 
The Coca-Cola Company — Share the Dream Award 
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The W. 0. Carrington Foundation Award 
Trumpet Awards — Spirit Enlightenment Award 

United Negro College Fund — Living Legend Award 

Women Looking Ahead, Inc. - National Award 
WSB-TV — Celebrate the Heritage Spirit Award 

Pastor Dr. Durley is called upon to address hundreds of civic, political, higher education, and social 
groups throughout the year on various topics. He is a highly sought after motivational/inspirational speaker. 

Pastor Durley was an associate pastor at Mt. Olive Baptist Church in Arlington, Virginia. He was 
ordained and became a pulpit associate at Ebenezer Baptist Church in Atlanta, Georgia. He currently serves as 
the Pastor of the historic Providence Missionary Baptist Church of Atlanta, Georgia for the past 24 years. 

He has been married for forty-four years to his wife, Muriel. Together they have one daughter, Nia, and 
one son, Hasan. He is the grandfather of four. 
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