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4 1 ORDINANCE 

BY COUNCILMEMBERS H. LAMAR WILLIS AND C.T. MARTIN 

AS SUBSTITUTED BY FULL COUNCIL 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE 
CITY OF ATLANTA, GEORGIA, CHAPTER 138 ENTITLED, "STREETS, 
SIDEWALKS AND OTHER PUBLIC PLACES," TO ADD ARTICLE VI 
ENTITLED "CITY HALL" SO AS TO PROVIDE RULES OF CONDUCT 
FOR PERSONS IN CITY HALL; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. 

WHEREAS, the City of Atlanta ("City") Code of Ordinances does not currently provide rules of 
conduct for persons inside City Hall; and 

WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of the City, its employees and visitors who seek to safely 
and efficiently conduct business in City Hall, to codify these regulations. 

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATLANTA, GEORGIA, HEREBY ORDAINS, 
AS FOLLOWS: 

SECTION 1:  Article VI of Chapter 138 of the City of Atlanta Code of Ordinances is hereby 
amended by deleting the current title "Reserved" and replacing it with the following: 

"Article VI — City Hall 

Section 138-186. Applicability of Previous Articles. 

Article I through Article V of this Chapter, including the definitions and the department 
of purview, shall not apply to this Article VI. 

Section 138-187. City Hall Defined. 

For purposes of this Article, "City Hall" shall mean all interior areas of City Hall, 
including without limitation the building located at 68 Mitchell Street, the building located at 55 
Trinity Avenue, the connecting hallway between the two, the entrance area in the Mitchell Street 
building immediately inside the exterior doors, the entrance area in the Trinity Street building in 
which security screening is located, all meeting rooms, office suites, Council Chambers, Old 
Council Chambers, the cafeteria, the Atrium, the underground parking garage, and any 
completely enclosed outdoor areas including the roof terrace on the 5 floor of the Trinity Street 
building. 
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ction 138-188. Department of Purview. 

The Director of the Office of Enterprise Assets Management may adopt appropriate rules 
and regulations governing the use and operation of City Hall. In addition, the Director of the 
Office of Enterprise Assets Management may issue rental permits for use of the Atrium located 
on the first floor of the Trinity Street building, and Old Council Chambers located on the third 
floor of the Mitchell Street building, provided that the rules for obtaining permits are set forth in 
written Policies and Procedures made available to the public and applied uniformly. Issuance of 
permits shall not be based on or influenced by the race, color, creed, religion, gender, age, 
disability status, domestic relationship status, parental status, familial status, sexual orientation, 
national origin, political affiliation or gender identity of the applicant and/or the event 
participants. In addition, issuance of permits shall not be based on the identity, associational 
relationships or viewpoints of the applicant and/or the event participants, or on the viewpoints 
that may be expressed during the event. 

Section 138-189. Rules of Conduct for City Hall. 

In addition to any rules and regulations established by the Director of the Office of 
Enterprise Assets Management, the following conduct shall be prohibited in City Hall: 

a) Shouting, screaming or yelling, where the person's voice is plainly audible to anyone 
at a distance of 50 feet or more. 

b) Emitting or creating any sound, including sound created by musical instruments, 
where the sound is plainly audible to anyone at a distance of 50 feet or more. 

c) Using a sound-amplifying or voice-amplifying apparatus. 

d) Blocking any of the City Hall entrance/exit doors. 

e) Obstructing other persons from freely entering or leaving City Hall, or any of the City 
Hall meeting rooms, suites, offices or common areas. 

Carrying or possessing any sign, poster, plaque or notice unless it is constructed 
solely of a cloth, vinyl, paper or flexible cardboard material no greater than one-
quarter (1/4) inch in thickness. 

g) Carrying or possessing any length of lumber, wood or wood lath unless it is one-
fourth (1/4) inch or less in thickness and two inches or less in width. If not generally 
rectangular in shape, the object shall not exceed three-quarters (3/4) inch in its 
thickest dimension. Both ends of the length of lumber, wood or wood lath shall be 
blunt and shall not be pointed. 

Section 138-190. Exceptions to Rules of Conduct. 

Exceptions to the Rules of Conduct set forth in Section 138-189 are as follows: 
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) The Rules of Conduct shall not apply where the prohibited activity is performed by a 
City official or employee acting in her/his official capacity, where the activity is 
executed as part of her/his official City duties. 

b) The Rules of Conduct shall not apply where the prohibited activity is performed by a 
City contractor or subcontractor, and is associated and performed in conjunction with 
the scope of work set forth in the applicable City contract. 

Section 138-191. Rental of City Hall Atrium and Old Council Chambers. 

a) Members of the public may receive a rental permit for use of the City Hall Atrium 
and/or City Hall Old Council Chambers for the purpose of conducting life cycle event 
ceremonies such as weddings, and for having receptions and parties, provided that 
these events begin after 5:30 p.m. on weekdays or on weekends or holidays. Rental 
permits shall be applied for pursuant to the written rules established by the Director of 
the Office of Enterprise Assets Management, as described in Section 138-188 above. 

b) Persons who have obtained a rental permit for use of the City Hall Atrium or Old 
Council Chambers may speak, emit or create sound louder than established in Section 
138-189, and may use one or more sound-amplifying or voice-amplifying 
apparatuses, but only if the conduct occurs at the time and location set forth in the 
permit, and only if the permit explicitly allows the conduct at the time it is occurring. 

Section 138-192. Additional Rules for Meeting Rooms and Press Conference Locations. 

a) In addition to applying the Rules of Conduct set forth in Section 138-189 above, any 
City official, employee or City entity holding a meeting (including without limitation 
a hearing or press conference) in City Hall may establish additional conduct rules for 
the meeting, provided that: 

1) The meeting is run by a City official or employee in her/his official capacity, or is 
a meeting of a City-created agency, board, or committee; and 

2) The meeting is open to the public; and 
3) The additional rules are applied uniformly; and 
4) The rules are not based on the identity, associational relationships, or viewpoints 

of any speaker, and are not based upon any of the protected categories listed in 
Section 138-188 above. 

b) For any meeting that fits the description set forth in subsection (a)(1) and (a)(2) 
above, the City official or City entity holding the meeting shall have the right to 
waive Section 138-89(c) above for the sole purpose of allowing use of microphones. 
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on 138-193. Rules of Conduct for City Hall Suites and Offices. 

,.51; In addition to applying the Rules of Conduct set forth in Section 138-189 above, a 
Department Head or her/his designee may establish additional rules of conduct for all offices and 
suites where the Department is housed. 

Section 138 -194. City Hall Access during Evenings, Weekends and Holidays. 

a) Standard operating hours of City Hall are weekdays from 8am to 5:30 pm. 

b) Entrance to City Hall during weekday non-standard operating hours, weekends and 
holidays observed by City government shall be limited to: 

1) A City employee who presents a valid City-issued photo identification card to the 
City Hall entrance security guard; 

2) A non-City employee or a City employee without a City identification card 
accompanied by a City employee who presents a valid City-issued photo 
identification card; 

3) A contractor hired by the City to perform maintenance, repairs or improvements 
at City Hall, provided that the Office of Enterprise Assets Management issues 
written notification to the City Hall entrance security guard allowing admission, 
and provided that the contractor produces valid photo identification to the security 
personnel; 

4) A person attending a meeting that is being held by the City, or by a City-created 
agency, board, or committee, where the meeting is open to the public; 

5) A person attending an event being held in the City Hall Atrium or Old Council 
Chambers, after providing valid photo identification. 

c) With the exception of City employees or people accompanied by them, and 
contractors providing services at City Hall, any person in City Hall during weekday 
non-standard operating hours, weekends and holidays must be at a meeting open to 
the public or at an event in the City Hall Atrium or Old Council Chambers. The 
visitors may not be in any other area of City Hall." 

SECTION 2:  The City currently charges a rental fee for the City Hall Old Council Chambers 
in the amount of $1,500 for six hours. It currently charges a rental fee for the City Hall Atrium 
in the amount of $2,500 for six hours and this ordinance does not increase the current fee 
structure. 

SECTION 3:  All ordinances and resolutions in conflict herewith are hereby waived for 
purposes of this Ordinance only, and only to the extent of said conflict. 

ADOPTED by the Atlanta City Council 
APPROVED as per City Charter Section 2-403 

MAR. 19, 2012 
MAR. 28, 2012 
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Atlanta City Council 
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AMEND CH. 138/STREETS AND SIDEWALKS AND 
OTHER PUBLIC PLACES TO ADD CITY HALL 

ADOPT ON SUB 

YEAS: 9 
NAYS: 3 

ABSTENTIONS: 0 
NOT VOTING: 2 

EXCUSED: 1 
ABSENT 1 

Y Smith Y Archibong N Moore N Bond 
Y Hall Y Wan B Martin Y Watson 

NV Young Y Shook Y Bottoms Y Willis 
E Winslow N Adrean Y Sheperd NV Mitchell 
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