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ATLANTA BAR 
ASSOCIATION  

Rita A. Sheffer 	 Michael B. Terry 
President 	 Immediate Past President 

Lynn M. Roberson 	 Marc A. Rawls 
Vice President/President-Elect 

	
Legal Counsel 

12-C, -0005 

400 International Tower 
229 Peachtree Street NE 
Atlanta, Georgia 30303-1601 
Telephone (404) 521-0781 
Fax (404) 522-0269 
www.atlantabar.org  

Wade H. Watson III 
Secretary 

Jacquelyn H. Saylor 
Treasurer 

Diane O'Steen 
Executive Director 

December 14, 2011 

Ms. Rhonda Dauphin Johnson 
City of Atlanta Municipal Clerk 
55 Trinity Avenue, S.W. 
Suite 2700 
Atlanta, GA 30303 

Dear Ms. Johnson: 

The Atlanta Bar Association Board of Directors selected Lisa Steinmetz Morchower as 
the Association's representative to serve on the City of Atlanta Alcohol Technical Advisory 
Group II (ATAG). 

A copy of Ms. Morchower's resume is enclosed. Her contact information is as follows: 

Lisa Steinmetz Morchower 
Berman Fink Van Horn P.C. 
3423 Piedmont Road, N.E. 
Suite 200 
Atlanta, GA 30305 
404-261-7711 (Office) 
770-826-4441 (Cell) 
lmorchowerra,bfvlaw.com   

Please extend our appreciation to the Atlanta City Council for this representative to serve 
on ATAG. 

$incetrely, 

lane 	een Otos  

enc. 
cc by email: 

Rita A. Shelley, President 
Lisa Steinmetz Morchower, Esq. 
The Atlanta City Council Municipal Clerk 



LISA STEINMETZ MORCHOWER 
Berman Fink Van Horn P.C. 

3423 Piedmont Road, N.E., Suite 200 * Atlanta, GA 30305 
404-261-7711 (Office) * 770-826-4441 (Cell) * lmorchower(a)t ►fylaw.com  

OBJECTIVE 	To provide my services to the City of Atlanta's Alcohol Technical Advisory Group II based on 

over 2l years of extensive experience in providing legal counsel to the City of Atlanta and 
private entities regarding the local and state regulation of the sale of alcoholic beverages. 

PROFILE Proven litigator with substantial experience in successfully defending lawsuits against the City 

of Atlanta specifically involving issues related to the regulation and sale of alcoholic 

beverages in state and federal trial and appellate courts. 

Skilled advocate known for ability to combine analytical, organizational, and interpersonal 

skills in successfully representing diverse clients before courts of law, administrative boards, 
and government councils and commissions in order to achieve the goals of clients. 

Accomplished attorney who offers expertise in all aspects of governmental regulations and 

affairs, including alcoholic beverage licensing, constitutional law challenges, and zoning and 

land use matters. 

HIGHLIGHTS • Instrumental in strategic planning and regulation related to special events, alcoholic 

beverage sales, and activities of vendors and vehicles for hire during the 1996 Olympics. 

Provided legal advice and counsel to high level government officials, including the 

Mayor of Atlanta, City Council Members, and the City's Chief of Police regarding 

licensing and land use issues affecting the City of Atlanta. 

Litigated a myriad of high profile cases, including the revocation of the Gold Club's 

alcoholic beverage license; lawsuits by Olympic Vendors against the City of Atlanta; 
challenges to the City of Atlanta's Wrecker Service Ordinance and Vehicles for Hire 
Ordinance; and challenges to the City of Atlanta's sovereign immunity defense in wrongful 

death and personal injury cases. 

 

• Drafted, amended, and revised a multitude of provisions in the City of Atlanta Code of 
Ordinances. including the Alcoholic Beverage Code, the Zoning Code, the Vehicles for 

Faire Code. the Vending Code, and the Special Events and Outdoor Festivals Code. 

• Pursued and obtained variances, building permits, sign permits, legislative exemptions 

from licensing regulations, and other governmental approvals for property and business 

owners in various local jurisdictions in Georgia. 

 

      

PUBLICATIONS / SPEAKING 
ENGAGEMENTS 

• Published article in the International Municipal Lawyer's Association .1141ga:ine regarding 

Preemption and Local Government Regulation of the Towing Industry (January. 2000). 

• Lecturer at Metro City and County Attorneys Seminar on Continuing Leila! Education 

regarding Adult Entertainment Industry Regulations (March, 2001). 



LISA STEINMETZ MORCHOWER 
Berman Fink Van Horn P.C. 

3423 Piedmont Road, N.E., Suite 200 * Atlanta, GA 30305 
404-261-7711 (Office) * 770-826-4441 (Cell) * Imorchower(ii bfvlaw.com  

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

2007 - Present 
2001 - 2007 

1997 - 2001 

1992 - 1997 

1990 - 1992 

Berman Fink Van Horn P.C, Of Counsel, Atlanta, GA 

Fine and Block Law Offices, Member, Atlanta, GA 

• Manage alcohol licensing and related matters for hospitality industry clients including 
restaurants. wholesalers, and retailers; Represent the Georgia Hotel Lodging Association. 
Handle a variety of zoning and land use matters in various local jurisdictions for clients. 

• Prepare and file necessary zoning and licensing applications; represent clients in 
administrative hearings; draft and pursue the enactment of legislation; and litigate adverse 
decisions, constitutional law violations, or challenges to ordinance provisions. 
Provide advice and defense for clients cited with violating zoning and licensing ordinances. 
Litigation involving: breach of contract; foreclosure; employment and franchise issues. 

Senior Assistant City Attorney, City of Atlanta Attorney's Office. Atlanta, GA 
r Supervised Assistant City Attorneys responsible for handling licensing and zoning matters. 

✓ Continued to perform all functions performed as Assistant City Attorney. 
. Drafted and filed petitions for certiorari and rehearing in the U.S. Supreme Court. 

.4ssistant City Attorney, City of Atlanta Attorney's Office, Atlanta, GA 

- Served as chief counsel to the Police Department's License and Permits Unit and the 
Bureau of Vehicles for Hire; served as counsel to the Department of Planning, including 
the Bureau of Buildings and Zoning Enforcement Division. 
Advised the Mayor, Chief of Police, and the City Council on all legal issues involving 
police power licensing, including alcoholic beverages, adult entertainment, towing 
services, pawn shops, vending, vehicles for hire, and related zoning matters. 
Drafted legislation and revised City Code provisions relating to all licensing matters. 
Served as lead counsel in cases in federal and state trial courts; argued TROs and 
injunction cases; drafted and responded to pleadings and discovery: took and defended 
depositions; drafted and argued motions; and participated in bench and jury trials. 
Served as lead counsel on appeals in federal and state appellate courts; wrote briefs and 
presented oral argument in the Georgia Supreme Court, the Georgia Court of Appeals. and 
the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Eleventh Circuit. 

Associate City Attorney, City of Atlanta Attorney's Office, Atlanta, GA 

✓ Served as in-house counsel for municipal clients, including Office of the Mayor: and the 
Department of Parks, Recreation, and Cultural Affairs; Department of Public Works: 
Department of Risk Management; and the Civil Service Board. 
Prepared legal opinions, legislation and contracts for clients. 
Drafted briefs and assisted in litigating lawsuits in federal and state courts regarding 
wrongful death, personal injury, nuisance, negligence, worker's compensation, unlawful 
arrest, use of excessive force, and governmental immunity. 

EDUCATION 	JD Degree,  Emory University School of Law, Atlanta, GA, 1989 
BS Degree, Marketing Major; Accounting Minor,  University of AL, Tuscaloosa. AL, 1986 

LICENSURES State Bar of Florida, 1989; State Bar of Georgia, 1990; Registered Arbitrator in Georgia. 2008 
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