
jf{{ 


11- N -1415 
(Do Not Write Above This Line) 

~- ./~~ 

~v~<r. "(;£'
AN NANCE t;;b C RTER AMENDMENT 
BY OUNCILMEMBER~LICIA MOORE AND 
YOLANDA ADREAN 

AN ORDINANCE AND CHARTER 
AMENDMEj'ljT TO AMEND THE CHARTER OF 
THE CITY OF ATLANTA, GEORGIA, 1996 GA 
LAWS P. 4469, ET SEQ., ADOPTED UNDER AND 
BY VIRTUE OF THE AUTHORITY OF THE 
MUNICIPAL HOME RULE ACT OF 1965, 
O.e.G.A. SECTION 36-35-1 ET SEQ., AS 
AMENDED, BY AMENDING PART 1 (CHARTER 
AND RELATED LAWS), SUBPART A 
(CHARTER), ARTICLE VI (REVENUE AND 
FUND ADMINISTRATION), CHAPTER 3 
(FISCAL CONTROL), SECTION 6-312 
(FINANCIAL STABILIZATION PLAN), SO AS 
TO CHANGE THE DATES BY WHICH THE 
CITY'S FINANCIAL STABILIZATION PLAN 
MUST BE PRESENTED TO AND ADOPTED BY 
CITY COUNCIL; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. 
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AN ORDINANCE AND CHARTER AMENDMENT TO AMEND THE 
CHARTER OF THE CITY OF ATLANTA, GEORGIA, 1996 GA LAWS P. 
4469, ET SEQ., ADOPTED UNDER AND BY VIRTUE OF THE 
AUTHORITY OF THE MUNICIPAL HOME RULE ACT OF 1965, 
O.CG.A. SECTION 36-35-1 ET SEQ., AS AMENDED, BY AMENDING 
PART 1 (CHARTER AND RELATED LAWS), SUBPART A (CHARTER), 
ARTICLE VI (REVENUE AND FU~D ADMINISTRATION), CHAPTER 
3 (FISCAL CONTROL), SECTION 6-312 (FINANCIAL STABILIZATION 
PLAN), SO AS TO CHANGE THE DATES BY WHICH THE CITY'S 
FINANCIAL STABILIZATION PLAN MUST BE PRESENTED TO AND 
ADOPTED BY CITY COUNCIL; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. 

WHEREAS, Section 6-312(a) of the Charter of the City of Atlanta, Georgia, 1996 Ga. Laws P. 
4469, et seq. ("Charter") requires that the Mayor present a five-year financial stabilization plan 
to the City Council of the City of Atlanta ("City Council") by October 15 of each year; and 

WHEREAS, Section 6-312(b) of the Charter requires that City Council adopt a financial 
stabilization plan by December 31 of each year; and 

WHEREAS, by October 15 of each year, the Chief Financial Officer has not completed the 
necessary accounting adjustments for close-out purposes of the prior fiscal year; and 

WHEREAS, by October 15 of each year, the City'S external auditor has not presented the City 
with its findings and recommendations for the prior fiscal year; and 

WHEREAS, information from the close-out of the prior fiscal year and the external auditor's 
recommendations should be utilized in the preparation of the City'S financial stabilization plan; 
and 

WHEREAS, in order to present a more comprehensive financial stabilization plan, it is the 
desire of the City to amend Section 6-312 (a) to change the deadline for presentation of the 
City' s financial stabilization plan from October 15 of each year to February 15 of each year; and 

WHEREAS, it is the desire of the City to amend Section 6-312 (b) to change the deadline for 
adoption of the City's financial stabilization plan from December 31 of each year to April 30 of 
each year. 

WHEREAS, it is the desire of the City to amend Section 6-312 (b) to require that City Council 
consider the financial stabilization plan prior to adoption of the budget for the upcoming fiscal 
year. 
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COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATLANTA, GEORGIA HEREBY ORDAINS 

SECTION 1: That Part I, Subpart A, Article VI, Chapter 3, Section 6-312 of the Charter of the 
City of Atlanta, Georgia, Georgia, 1996 Ga. Laws P. 4469, et seq., which currently reads: 

Sec. 6-312. - Financial stabilization plan. 

(a) The Mayor shall present to the governing body by October 15 of each year a five-year 
financial stabilization plan consisting of the following elements: 

(1) A five-year projection of general fund revenues broken down by major category. The 
projection shall identify the economic trends and assumptions upon which such 
projection is based. 

(2) A five-year projection of total general fund expenses on a departmental level. Such 
expense projection shall assume the continuation of department operations as they exist 
in the current general fund budget and shall take into account the following: 

i. The effect of inflation on general fund budgeted costs; 

ii. A projection ofpension costs as provided by the city's actuaries; and 

iii. Costs occurring in future years that the city is legally obligated to pay. 

(3) A calculation of the surplus or deficit produced by the projected revenues and 
expenditures described in (1) and (2) above. 

(4) A cost estimate of long-term initiatives of the city. Such initiatives shall include, but 
are not limited to, long-term operating infrastructure and capital infrastructure needs and 
the elimination of deficit positions in funds that are subsidized or have historically been 
subsidized by the general fund. At any time the governing body of the city may, by 
resolution, request specific long-term initiatives to be included in the five-year financial 
stabilization plan. 

(5) A comprehensive list of revenue initiatives the city may pursue during the five years 
covered by the financial stabilization plan, including an estimate of the revenues to be 
produced by such initiatives. 

(6) A comprehensive list of cost saving initiatives the city may pursue during the five 
years covered by the financial stabilization plan, including an estimate of costs saved by 
such initiatives. 

(b) The governing body shall adopt the financial stabilization plan by December 31 of each year. 
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~,1f0 ~" be amended to make the following deletions and insertions, such that Part I, Subpart A, Article 

VI, Chapter 3, Section 6-312 of the Charter of the City of Atlanta, Georgia, Georgia, 1996 Ga. 
Laws P. 4469, et seq., shall read as follows: 

Sec. 6-312. - Financial stabilization plan. 

(a) The Mayor shall present to the governing body by February 15 October 15 of each year a 

five-year financial stabilization plan consisting of the following elements: 

(1) A five-year projection of general fund revenues broken down by major category. The 
projection shall identify the economic trends and assumptions upon which such 

projection is based. 

(2) A five-year projection of total general fund expenses on a departmental level. Such 

expense projection shall assume the continuation of department operations as they exist 

in the current general fund budget and shall take into account the following: 

i. The effect of inflation on general fund budgeted costs; 

ii. A projection of pension costs as provided by the city's actuaries; and 

iii. Costs occurring in future years that the city is legally obligated to pay. 

(3) A calculation of the surplus or deficit produced by the projected revenues and 
expenditures described in (1) and (2) above. 

(4) A cost estimate oflong-term initiatives of the city. Such initiatives shall include, but 
are not limited to, long-term operating infrastructure and capital infrastructure needs and 

the elimination of deficit positions in funds that are subsidized or have historically been 

subsidized by the general fund. At any time the governing body of the city may, by 
resolution, request specific long-term initiatives to be included in the five-year financial 
stabilization plan. 

(5) A comprehensive list of revenue initiatives the city may pursue during the five years 
covered by the financial stabilization plan, including an estimate of the revenues to be 

produced by such initiatives. 

(6) A comprehensive list of cost saving initiatives the city may pursue during the five 

years covered by the financial stabilization plan, including an estimate of costs saved by 
such initiatives. 

(b) The governing body shall adopt the financial stabilization plan by April 30 December 31 of 
each year. In no event shall the governing body adopt the budget for the upcoming fiscal year 
prior to consideration of the financial stabilization plan. 



Exhibit "A" 

NOTICE OF PROPOSED AMENDMENT 

TO THE CHARTER OF THE CITY OF ATLANTA 


Notice is hereby given that an Ordinance has been introduced to amend the Charter of the 

City of Atlanta (Ga. Laws, 1996, p. 4469, et seq.) approved April 15, 1996, as amended, said 

Ordinance being captioned as follows: 

AN ORDINANCE AND CHARTER AMENDMENT TO AMEND THE 
CHARTER OF THE CITY OF ATLANTA, GEORGIA, 1996 GA LAWS P. 
4469, ET SEQ., ADOPTED UNDER AND BY VIRTUE OF THE 
AUTHORITY OF THE MUNICIPAL HOME RULE ACT OF 1965, 
O.e.G.A. SECTION 36-35-1 ET SEQ., AS AMENDED, BY AMENDING 
PART 1 (CHARTER AND RELATED LAWS), SUBPART A (CHARTER), 
ARTICLE VI (REVENUE AND FUND ADMINISTRATION), CHAPTER 
3 (FISCAL CONTROL), SECTION 6-312 (FINANCIAL STABILIZATION 
PLAN), SO AS TO CHANGE THE DATES BY WHICH THE CITY'S 
FINANCIAL STABILIZATION PLAN MUST BE PRESENTED TO AND 
ADOPTED BY CITY COUNCIL; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. 

A copy of the proposed Ordinance and Charter Amendment is on file in the Office of the 

Municipal Clerk of the City of Atlanta and in the Offices of the clerks of the Superior Courts of 

Fulton and DeKalb Counties, Georgia for the purpose of examination and inspection by the 

public. 

This __ day of_ ______, 2011. 

Rhonda Dauphin Johnson 
Municipal Clerk 
City of Atlanta 



-----

ion 2: That a copy of this proposed amendment to the Charter of the City of Atlanta, 
Georgia" 1996 Ga. Laws P. 4496 et seq., as amended, shall be filed in the Office of the Municipal 
Clerk of the City of Atlanta and in the Offices of the Clerks of the Superior Courts of Fulton and 
DeKalb Counties and that a "Notice of Proposed Amendment to the Charter of the City of 
Atlanta, Georgia," attached hereto and marked "Exhibit A" and made a part of this ordinance, be 
published in the official organ of the county of the legal situs of the City of Atlanta or in a 
newspaper of general circulation in the City of Atlanta once a week for three weeks within a 
period of 60 days immediately preceding its final adoption, and that a copy of said advertisement 
be attached to this ordinance prior to its final adoption by the Council of the City of Atlanta. 

Section 3: That all ordinances and parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby waived to 
the extent of the conflict. 

ADOPTED by the Atlanta City Council Nov. 07, 2011At,uecp, ~ 
APPROVED as per City Charter Section 2-403 Nov. 16,2011 
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