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September 28, 2011

Ceasar C. Mitchell, City Council President
Members, Atlanta City Council

Dear President Mitchell and Council Members:

As Chairman of the City of Atlanta Audit Committee, | am pleased to report that the
committee has appointed Ms. Leslie Ward to serve as the City Internal Auditor for a
third five-year term, effective upon council confirmation.

Since her first appointment in 2001, Ms. Ward has established a professional and
independent audit function. During the last five years, the city auditor’s office has
continued to provide objective information to assist the city council in its oversight
role, suggest improvements in controls, operations, and cost management to the
executive branch, and increase accountability to city residents and taxpayers. Ms.
Ward and her staff continue to serve in leadership roles in local, regional, and national
professional activities, and the office has won national recognition for audit quality
and adherence to professional standards. More detailed information on the
accomplishments of Ms. Ward and the city auditor’s office will be provided to all
council members before the reappointment is discussed in committee.

The Audit Committee appreciates the City Council’s support for the work of the
auditor and the committee during the last ten years. We look forward to continuing a
positive relationship with the council and the executive branch as we work together to
improve city government. We believe Ms. Ward will continue to foster the success of
the audit function, to the benefit of the citizens of Atlanta. We respectfully request
your confirmation of her appointment.

Sincerely,

207 Willinms
Fred Williams, CPA
Audit Committee Chair

Cc: Mayor Kasim Reed
Audit Committee members
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