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CLAIM OF: JULIE NORRIS 
through her attorney, 
Marko L. Burgar 
P.O. Box 550221 
Atlanta, Georgia 30355 11-R -0711 

For personal injuries alleged to have been sustained as a result 
of being struck by a city vehicle in a pedestrian crosswalk on 
March 28, 2010 at Elizabeth Street, NE and N. Highland 
Avenue, NE. 

BY PUBLIC SAFETY AND LEGAL ADMINISTRATION 
COMMITTEE: 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Atlanta that 
action of the Department of Law be approved in authorizing 
payment to JULIE NORRIS through her attorney, Marko L. 
Burgar the sum of $25,000.00 in full settlement and satisfaction 
of all claims, past, present and future, of every kind and 
character for damages alleged to have been sustained as a result 
of being struck by a city vehicle in a pedestrian crosswalk on 
March 28, 2010 at Elizabeth Street, NE and N. Highland 
Avenue, NE as is more particularly set forth in the within claim; 
said sum taken from and charged to account 
1001.200101.5212005.1512000. 

APPROVED: 	CATHY HAMPTON 
CITY ATTORNEY 

BY: 
ERIC RICHARDSON 
ACTING DEPUTY CITY ATTORNEY 

APPROVED 
MAY 2 5 2011 

WITHOUT SIGNATURE 
BY OPERATION OF LAW 

FAVORABLE REPORT 
PUBLIC SAFETY & 

LEGAL ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE 

DATE: 	670/0  



MUNICIPAL CLERK 
ATLANTA, GEORGIA 

11-R-0711 

A RESOLUTION 

BY PUBLIC SAFETY AND 
LEGAL ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE 

BE IT RESOLVED BY the Council of the City of Atlanta that action of the Department 

of Law be approved in authorizing payment to Julie Norris through her attorney, 

Marko L. Burgar the sum of $25,000.00 as full and final settlement and satisfaction 

of all claims, past, present and future, of every kind and character, for damages 

alleged to have been sustained as a result of being struck by a city vehicle in a 

pedestrian crosswalk on March 28, 2010 at Elizabeth Street and N. Highland Avenue, 

NE as is more particularly set forth in the within claim; said sum taken from and 

charged to Account 1001.200101.5212005.1512000 
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Respectfully submitted, 

TOR — LISA CARTER 

Pay $  25,00CC  
Claims Man ger: 
Committee A ion: 

DEPARTMENT OF LAW - CLAIM INVESTIGATION SUMMARY 

Claim No.  10L0414 	 Date:  April 28, 2011 

Claimant /Victim JULIE NORRIS  
BY:(Atty)(Ins.Co.)  Marko L. Burgar  
Address:  P.O. Box 550221 Atlanta, Georgia 30355  
Subrogation: Claim for Property damage $ Bodily Injury $  60,000.00  
Date of Notice: 04/23/10 	Method: Written, proper 	X 	Improper 	  
Conforms to Notice: O.C.G.A. §36-33-5 	X 	Ante Litem (6 Mo.) 	X  
Date of Occurrence  03/28/10  Place: Elizabeth Street, NE and N. Highland Avenue, NE  
Department  Police  Bureau: 	 Office: 	  
Employee involved  Carole Waters 	Disciplinary Action:  Pending  

NATURE OF CLAIM:  The driver of a city vehicle struck the claimant while crossing in the pedestrian crosswalk at 
Elizabeth Street, NE and N. Highland Avenue, NE causing her to be injured.  

INVESTIGATION: 

Statements: .  City employee 	Claimant 	 
Pictures  X 	Diagrams 	Reports: Police 
Traffic citations issued: City Driver 	  
Citation disposition: City Driver 	  

BASIS OF RECOMMENDATION: 

Others 	Written 
X  Dept Report 	 

Claimant Driver 	 
Claimant Driver 

   

	Oral 
Other 

 

    

      

      

        

Function: Governmental 
	

X 	Ministerial 	  
Improper Notice 	

 
More than Six Months 	Other 	Damages reasonable 	 

City not involved 
	

Offer rejected 	 Compromise settlement 	X  
Repair/replacement by Ins. Co. 	 Repair/replacement by City Forces 	  
Claimant Negligent 

	
City Negligent X 	Joint 	Claim Abandoned 	  



KIMBRELL & BURGAR, L.L.C. 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

MAR 	BURGAR, ESQ.  
DIRECT DIAL: (404) 781-041 1 
E-MAIL: MLB@KIMBRELLBURGAR.COM  

SUITE 21 20 
75 FOURTEENTH STREET, NE 

ATLANTA, GA 30309 

404-781-0400 
FAX: 404-781-0410 

WWW.KIMBRELLBURGAR.COM  
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Mayor Kasim Reed 
City of Atlanta 
55 Trinity Ave., SW 
Atlanta, GA 30303 

Ceasar Mitchell 
President, Atlanta City Council 
Suite 2900 
55 Trinity Ave., SW 
Atlanta, GA 30303 

Rhonda Dauphin Johnson 
Municipal Clerk 
Suite 2700 
55 Trinity Ave., SW 
Atlanta, GA 30303 

April 21, 2010 
CITY OF AT LAN1 

DEPT OF LAW 
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Peter Andrews 
Acting City .Attorney 
Suite 4100 
55 Trinity Ave., SW 
Atlanta, GA 30303 

Department of Law, Claims Division 
Suite 4100 
55 Trinity Ave., SW 
Atlanta, GA 30303 

George N. Turner 
Interim Chief of Police 
226 Peachtree St. 
Atlanta, GA 30303 

RE: CLAIM FOR DAMAGES 
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KIMBRELL & BURGAR, L.L.C. 
//. ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

City of Atlanta 
April 21, 2010 

Injuries sustained by pedestrian Ms. Julie Norris as a result of being stuck by 
an Atlanta Police Department vehicle driven by Officer Carole Waters on or 
about March 28, 2010. 

Dear Sirs and Madam: 

This firm represents Ms. Julie Norris in her claim against the City of Atlanta and all other 
responsible parties for injuries sustained on or about March 28, 2010. This letter shall serve as 
notice to the City of her claim pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 36-33-5 and any other applicable law. 

BACKGROUND 

At approximately 6:30 AM on Sunday, March 28, 2010, Ms. Julie Norris was walking 
near her home along Highland Avenue near the intersection with Elizabeth Avenue in the Inman 
Park area of the City of Atlanta. The weather was clear and there was little to no traffic at that 
hour of the morning. 

Ms. Norris crossed the street at the Elizabeth Avenue intersection and was struck by a 
marked Atlanta Police vehicle while she was in the marked crosswalk. The police vehicle had 
not stopped at the stop sign, nor did it yield to Ms. Norris in the sidewalk. The police car did not 
have its emergency lights or siren activated. The officer appeared to be in the process of making 
a turn. 

A Grady Ambulance responded to the incident and transported Ms. Norris to the Atlanta 
Medical Center for treatment. 

The Atlanta Police vehicle was driven by Officer Carole Waters. It is our understanding 
Officers M. Watkins and Sergeant Cerule responded to the accident. Another investigator was 
present taking photos of the scene. It is also our understanding that the responding officers did 
not cite Officer Waters for the obvious traffic violation. A report of the incident is numbered 
100870550, and a copy is attached as a courtesy. 

INJURIES 

Treatment and continued diagnosis of the injuries sustained is active and ongoing. Ms. 
Norris was fortunate in that immediate physical injuries appear to be limited to substantial 
bruising at the point of impact, back injury, and headache. Since this incident, Ms. Norris also 
suffers from anxiety and insomnia. As a direct result of these injuries, Ms. Norris missed at least 
one week from work, with additional absences expected for treatment. 

As treatment is ongoing, a full calculation of medical charges is yet unavailable. As of 
today's date, Ms. Norris has been billed $3649.80 by Atlanta Medical Center and Grady 
Ambulance for their initial response, transport and treatment. Again, this sum does not include 
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Sincerely yours, 

KI RELL & BURGA 

Marko L. Burgar 

KIMBRELL & BURGAR, L.L.C. 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 
City of Atlanta 
April 21, 2010 

amounts for treatment and follow-up care by Ms. Norris's physicians and chiropractor, as these 
have not yet been billed, and does not include lost wages for time missed from work. 

CLAIM 

As relevant law may require a specific claim for compensation in her notice to the City, 
we propose as an offer of compromise considering information currently known, a sum of Sixty 
Thousand Dollars ($60,000) to Ms. Norris for her injuries, lost wages, pain and suffering, and all 
other damages. This offer of compromise will remain open until June 4, 2010. 

The liability of the City of Atlanta, the Atlanta Police Department, and Officer Waters is 
clear. Ignoring a stop sign and striking a pedestrian lawfully in a crosswalk on a clear day and in 
the complete absence of traffic is an act which can only be considered gross and unambiguous 
negligence. As a citizen of this City, Ms. Norris should be able to rely on the competence of the 
driving ability of police officers, and that they will pay attention and exercise the level of care 
expected of law enforcement. This act cannot be excused and Ms. Norris must be compensated 
for this obvious and gross negligence. 

We look forward to your response and remain available to discuss and negotiate this 
matter. Please direct all correspondence to the undersigned. As specified by statute, the City, as 
governing authority, shall act upon this claim within thirty (30) days. 

Best regards. 

MLB:hp 

Enclosure 

CC: Julie Norris 

11- -0711 
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RCS# 1034 
5/16/11 
2:58 PM 

Atlanta City Council 

REGULAR SESSION 

11-R-0711 
	

CLAIM OF JULIE NORRIS FOR DAMAGES SUSTA- 
INED FROM BEING STRUCK BY CITY VEHICLE 

ADOPT 

YEAS: 13 

	

NAYS: 	0 

	

ABSTENTIONS: 	0 

	

NOT VOTING: 	0 

	

EXCUSED: 	1 
ABSENT 2 

Y Smith 
	

Y Archibong Y Moore 	Y Bond 
B Hall 
	

Y Wan 	Y Martin 	Y Watson 
Y Young 	Y Shook 
	

E Bottoms 	Y Willis 
Y Winslow 	Y Adrean 	Y Sheperd 
	

B Mitchell 


	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7

