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CITY COUNCIL 
ATIANTAI GEORGIA  

AN ORDINANCE BY 11-0-0682 

COUNCILMEMBERS WATSON, WILLIS AND BOND 

AS SUBSTITUTED BY CITY UTILITIES COMMITTEE 

AUTHORIZING THE ABANDONMENT OF A PORTION OF 
PARK AVENUE WEST, ALSO KNOWN AS FOUNDRY 
STREET, N. W., BETWEEN MARIETTA STREET AND THE 
CSX RAILROAD, CONSISTING OF APPROXIMATELY 7,987 
SQUARE FEET AND BEING MORE SPECIFICALLY 
DESCRIBED IN THE ATTACHED EXHIBIT "A", LYING AND 
BEING IN LAND LOT 78 OF THE 14 TH  DISTRICT OF 
FULTON COUNTY GEORGIA; WAIVING CERTAIN 
PROVISIONS OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES; AND FOR 
OTHER PURPOSES. 

WHEREAS, the City of Atlanta has received a formal request from the State of Georgia 
through the Georgia State Properties Commission, the current abutting property owner, to 
abandon a portion of Park Avenue West, also known as Foundry Street, N.W., between 
Marietta Street and the CSX Railroad, and hereafter referred to as "Park Avenue West," 
for the purpose of building the College Football Hall of Fame project; and 

WHEREAS, the abandoned rights-of-way will become part of the abutting owner's 
private property and it will be such owner's responsibility to maintain, operate and 
provide all services and utilities associated with the abandoned property; and 

WHEREAS, the Georgia State Properties Commission has requested that the City waive 
payment of fair market value for the abandoned property because, among other things, 
the proposed abandonment will directly benefit the City and will also enhance local 
employment opportunities, as the abandonment will provide land to the state to be used 
for a long term lease for the construction of the College Football Hall of Fame, a 
downtown employer and major tourist attraction which will bring an estimated 500,000 
visitors per year and generate an estimated $2.4 million in City of Atlanta taxes; and 

WHEREAS, the applicant's request to waive payment of fair market value is authorized 
pursuant to O.C.G.A. 36-37-6(e)(2)(D) which permits the sale or transfer of municipal 
property to another governing authority or government agency for public purposes; and 

WHEREAS, said waivers on the part of the City require that portions of Sections 2-1578 
and 138-9 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Atlanta be waived; and 

WHEREAS, the State of Georgia and the Georgia World Congress Center Authority, a 
state authority, have agreed, in consideration of the City's waivers in connection with this 



transaction to take certain actions including the construction of a new road connecting 
Baker Street and Foundry Street west of the CSX Railroad; and 

WHEREAS, the Georgia World Congress Center Authority has further agreed to 
cooperate with the City by agreeing to keep the new connecting road open to the public 
through a Memorandum of Understanding, known as the College Football Hall of Fame 
Project MOU, more particularly described in Exhibit "B" attached; and 

WHEREAS, the application to abandon Park Avenue West has been reviewed by the 
proper City agencies and by affected public utilities and it has been determined by the 
Commissioner of the Department of Public Works that the portion of Park Avenue West 
as described in Exhibit "A" is no longer necessary for the public's use and convenience 
as a public right-of-way. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
ATLANTA, GEORGIA, as follows: 

SECTION 1. That the portion of Park Avenue West, also known as Foundry Street, N. 
W., located between Marietta Street and the CSX railroad containing 7,987 square feet, 
lying and being in Land Lot 78 of the 14. th  District of Fulton County, Georgia, as shown 
on the attached Exhibit "A", is hereby declared no longer useful or necessary for the 
public's use and convenience and the abandonment of same is hereby authorized. 

SECTION 2. That the applicant is required to meet the requirements of Section 138-9 of 
the City Code, except as set out in Section 3 below, including having the abandonment 
request reviewed by the police, fire, and planning departments. 

SECTION 3. That the provisions of Section 2-1578 and 138-9(c) of the Code of 
Ordinances are hereby waived, solely as they relate to the requirement that the City be 
paid the fair market value of the abandoned property as the property is subject to transfer 
pursuant to O.C.G.A. 36-37-6(e)(2)(D) which authorizes the sale or transfer of municipal 
property to another governing authority or government agency for public purposes. 

SECTION 4. That all reservations for existing public or private utility easements shall 
remain in effect for the purpose of entering the property to operate, maintain, or replace 
the utility facilities. These easements shall remain in effect until the time that the utilities 
are abandoned, removed, or relocated, at which time, the easements will expire. 

SECTION 5. That upon approval of this ordinance, execution of the College Football 
Hall of Fame Memorandum of Understanding and acceptance of the necessary 
documents by the Department of Public Works, the City Attorney is directed to prepare a 
Quit Claim Deed and other appropriate documents to effectuate the abandonment 
authorized by this Ordinance. 

SECTION 6. That the Mayor is authorized to execute a Quit Claim Deed and other 
necessary documents, as determined by the City Attorney, to convey any interest that the 
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have in the above-described portion of Park Avenue West to the Georgia State 

SECTION 7. Upon execution, the Quit Claim Deed will be filed and recorded in the 
Real Property Records of Fulton County, Georgia. 

SECTION 8. All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby 
waived to the extent of the conflict for this instance only. 

LParks
New Stamp



MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING  
(COLLEGE FOOTBALL HALL OF FAME PROJECT) 

THIS MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING (COLLEGE FOOTBALL HALL 
OF FAME PROJECT) (hereinafter referred to as the "MOU") is entered into this 	 day of 
 , 20 , by and between THE CITY OF ATLANTA, a municipal 
corporation of the State of Georgia (hereinafter referred to as "City"), and THE GEO. L. 
SMITH II GEORGIA WORLD CONGRESS CENTER AUTHORITY, a body corporate 
and politic and an instrumentality and public corporation of the State of Georgia (hereinafter 
referred to as "Authority"), for the purpose of memorializing certain understandings between the 
parties as such relate to carrying out and implementing the proposed College Football Hall of 
Fame Project ("CFHOF Project") (as generally depicted in Exhibit A  attached hereto and by this 
reference made a part hereof). 

ARTICLE I. 
UNDERSTANDING 

Section 1.1. Understanding. The parties have the following understanding: 

The Authority: 

(a) The Authority, pursuant to that certain agreement dated April 8, 1974 by and between 
the Authority and the Department of Economic Development ("Department"), as 
amended, controls, manages, and operates the Geo. L. Smith II Georgia World Congress 
Center (the "Center") and its appurtenant campus for the Department; and 

(b) The Authority has determined that the placement of the proposed CFHOF Project on 
the Center campus will be useful for and beneficial to the operation of the Center and the 
public interest; and 

(c) The Authority has submitted an application requesting the City to abandon Park 
Avenue West, also known as Foundry Street, which currently abuts and intersects the 
proposed site on the Center campus for the CFHOF Project; and 

(d) The Authority, after the abandonment of Park Avenue West, intends to consult with 
the City to provide and maintain the same or similar vehicular public access through a 
private drive on the Center campus; and 

(e) The Authority intends not to close public access to Park Avenue West until the private 
drive is in place and fully functional. 
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	The City: 

fw • - 	The City, to accommodate the construction and operation of the CFHOF Project, intends 
to abandon Park Avenue West, and access to Park Avenue West from all public rights-of-
way, in exchange for the Authority providing and maintaining alternative vehicular 
public access through a private drive on the Center campus. 

Section 1.2. Private Drive. The Authority intends to allow the private drive to remain 
open at all times to the public. Notwithstanding, the parties understand that, in the Authority's 
sole discretion, the private drive may be temporarily closed to perform repairs, maintenance, 
alleviate or prevent hazardous conditions resulting from but not limited to traffic, weather, acts 
of God, civil disturbance, fires, catastrophes, or other 'force majeure' events beyond the 
Authority's reasonable control. In the event the Authority decides to permanently close such 
private drive when it ceases to have continuous use, has a change in the type or degree of use, or 
if the structural or functional soundness of the private drive deteriorates, the Authority will 
provide one-hundred twenty (120) days' written notice to the City. It is not the intent of the 
parties that the Authority will dedicate any access to the public but rather provide the above 
described public access through a private drive on the Center campus. In the event the Authority 
closes the private drive, the City will have no responsibility to provide public access to the 
Center campus from any City owned right-of-way. 

ARTICLE II. 
MISCELLANEOUS 

Section 2.1. Notices. All notices, certificates or other communications hereunder shall 
be sufficiently given and shall be deemed given when sent via hand delivery, overnight delivery 
using a nationally recognized overnight delivery service, or mailed by certified U.S. mail, 
postage prepaid, in each case addressed as follows: 

(i) if Authority, to: 

Georgia World Congress Center Authority 
285 Andrew Young International Blvd, N.W. 
Atlanta, Georgia 30313 
Attention: Chief Operating Officer 

(ii) if to City, to: 

City of Atlanta, Department of Public Works 
55 Trinity Avenue, SW 
Atlanta, Georgia 30303 
Attention: Commissioner 



with a copy to: 

City of Atlanta, Office of Enterprise Assets 
Management 
55 Trinity Avenue, SW 
Atlanta, Georgia 30303 
Attention: Director of Real Estate Portfolio 

Notices sent by hand delivery or overnight delivery shall be deemed effective on the date of 
delivery as herein provided. Notices sent by certified U.S. mail, postage prepaid, shall be 
deemed effective on the third (3rd) day of deposit in the U.S. mail if properly addressed. The 
City and Authority may, by notice given hereunder, designate any further or different addresses 
to which subsequent notices, certificates, or other communications shall be sent. 

Section 2.2. Entire Understanding. This MOU constitutes the entire understanding 
between the parties in respecting the subject matter hereof, and supersedes any prior 
understanding, representations, arrangements, understandings or agreements, oral or written, 
between the parties relating to the subject matter of this MOU. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF: 

THE CITY OF ATLANTA 

	 (seal) 	BY: 	  
Municipal Clerk 	 Name: 	  

Title: 	  
Approved as to form: 

City Attorney 

GEO. L. SMITH II GEORGIA WORLD 
CONGRESS CENTER AUTHORITY 

B y: 	  L.S. 
Executive Director 

Attest: 	  L.S. 
Name: 	  
Title: 	  



EXHIBIT "A" 

DEPICTION OF 
THE COLLEGE FOOTBALL HALL OF FAME PROJECT 
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LEGAL DESCRIPTION: 

Provided legal description circumscribes the concerned parcel as follows: 

All that tract or parcel of land lying and being in Land Lot 78, 14 th 
 District, City of Atlanta, Fulton County Georgia and being more 

particularly described as follows: 

COMMENCING at a Brass Disc Found at the intersection of the northerly 
right-of-way of Andrew Young International Boulevard (having an 
apparent variable right-of-way) and the westerly right-of-way of Marietta 
Street (having an apparent variable right-of-way; thence, leaving the 
aforesaid Brass Disc and continuing with the said right-of-way of Marietta 
Street North 24° 37' 22" West, 84.91 feet; thence, North 24° 03' 28" West, 
156.60 feet to a Brass Disc Found; thence, North 24° 03' 28" West, 131.94 
feet to a point at the intersection of the said right-of-way of Marietta Street 
and the southerly right-of-way of Foundry Street (having an apparent 
variable right-of-way) and the POINT OF BEGINNING. 

Thence, leaving the aforesaid POINT OF BEGINNING and said right-of-
way of Marietta Street and continuing with the said right-of-way of 
Foundry Street 

1. South 50° 44' 50" West, 224.86 feet to the lands now or formerly 
owned by the State of Georgia and appears to be subject to a Ground 
Lease to Central of Georgia Railroad; thence, continuing with the said 
State of Georgia property 

2. North 21° 45' 37" West, 38.43 feet to a point on the northerly right-of-
way of Foundry Street; thence, leaving the State of Georgia property 
and continuing with the said right-of-way of Foundry Street 

3. North 51° 14' 53" East, 214.15 feet; thence, 
4. 12.41 feet along the arc of a curve deflecting to the left, having a 

radius of 9.42 feet and a chord bearing and distance of North 13° 38' 
46" East, 11.53 feet to a point on the aforesaid right-of-way of 
Marietta Street; thence, leaving the aforesaid right-of-way of Foundry 
Street and continuing with the aforesaid right-of-way of Marietta 
Street 

5. South 25° 44' 12" East, 42.92 feet to the POINT OF BEGINNING, 
containing 7,987 square feet or 0.1834 acres of land, more or less. 

Described property is subject to all Rights-of-Way and easements, both 
recorded and unrecorded. 

DABNEY & ASSOCIATES 
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RCS# 1031 
5/16/11 
2:54 PM 

Atlanta City Council 

REGULAR SESSION 

CONSENT I 

ADOPT 

YEAS: 12 

	

NAYS: 	0 

	

ABSTENTIONS: 	0 

	

NOT VOTING: 	1 

	

EXCUSED: 	1 

	

ABSENT 	2 

Y Smith 
	

Y Archibong Y Moore 	Y Bond 
B Hall 
	

Y Wan 	 Y Martin 	NV Watson 
Y Young 	Y Shook 
	

E Bottoms 	Y Willis 
Y Winslow 	Y Adrean 	Y Sheperd 
	

B Mitchell 

CONSENT I 



05-16-11 
ITEMS ADOPTED ON 

CONSENT 
ITEMS ADOPTED ON 
CONSENT 

ITEMS ADVERSED 
ON CONSENT 

1. 11-0-0615 38. 11-R-0720 47. 11-R-0729 
2. 11-0-0637 39. 11-R-0721 48. 11-R-0730 
3. 11-0-0639 40. 11-R-0722 49. 11-R-0731 
4. 11-0-0642 41. 11-R-0723 50. 11-R-0732 
5. 11-0-0616 42. 11-R-0724 51. 11-R-0733 
6. 11-0-0682 43. 11-R-0725 52. 11-R-0734 
7. 11-0-0684 44. 11-R-0726 53. 11-R-0735 
8. 11-R-0744 45. 11-R-0727 54. 11-R-0736 
9. 11-R-0776 46. 11-R-0728 56. 11-R-0737 
10. 11-R-0770 
11. 11-R-0781 
12. 11-R-0678 
13. 11-R-0738 
14. 11-R-0757 
15. 11-R-0758 
16. 11-R-0759 
17 11-R-0760 
18. 11-R-0761 
19. 11-R-0762 
20. 11-R-0763 
21. 11-R-0764 
22. 11-R-0644 
23. 11-R-0648 
24. 11-R-0749 
25. 11-R-0750 
26. 11-R-0753 
27. 11-R-0754 
28. 11-R-0755 
29. 11-R-0756 
30. 11-R-0712 
31. 11-R-0713 
32. 11-R-0714 
33. 11-R-0715 
34. 11-R-0716 
35. 11-R-0717 
36. 11-R-0718 
37. 11-R-0719 
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