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CITY COUNCIL
ATLANTA, GEORGIA .

/- AN-ORDINANCE BY
~  'COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT/
HUMAN RESOURCES COMMITTEE

11- 0 -0261

AN ORDINANCE TO TREAT THE ATLANTA PRIDE FESTIVAL AS
HAVING OCCURRED IN PIEDMONT PARK DURING COLUMBUS
DAY WEEKEND FOR THREE CONSECUTIVE YEARS FOR
PURPOSES OF APPROVING ATLANTA PRIDE FESTIVAL DATES IN
THE FUTURE, AS DICTATED BY ATLANTA CODE OF ORDINANCES
SECTION 142-12 (a)(2); AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.

WHEREAS, the City of Atlanta (the City) regulates outdoor events such as festivals,
assemblies, and large gatherings in City Code of Ordinances Chapter 142, entitled the “Outdoor
Events Ordinance”; and

WHEREAS, the Outdoor Events Ordinance requires that people file applications to obtain a
City permit for a variety of different Outdoor Events; and

WHEREAS, because of the City’s limited resources, and because there may be two or more
applications requesting the same date and location, the City has established a rule for
determining which applications to approve; and

WHEREAS, Section 142-12 (a)(2) of the Outdoor Events Ordinance provides that “when there
are competing outdoor event applications that are substantially for the same time and place, ...
then the earlier or earliest of those applications that is received by the (City) ... shall be given
priority as to the time and place requested, provided that priority as to the same time and
place may be given to any outdoor event that has been permitted at such time and place for
three or more occasions in the four years immediately preceding the current application.”
(Emphasis supplied); and

WHEREAS, the Atlanta Pride Festival is one of Atlanta’s four Class A Outdoor Festivals
(50,000 or more attendees), along with the Dogwood Festival, the Peachtree Road Race, and the
Atlanta Jazz Festival. Until 2008, all of the Class A Festivals occurred in Piedmont Park; and

WHEREAS, for numerous years through and including 2007, the Dogwood Festival occurred in
mid April, the Atlanta Jazz Festival occurred Memorial Day weekend, the Peachtree Road Race
occurred on July 4", and the Atlanta Pride Festival occurred during the third weekend in June.
Therefore each of these festivals was given priority if other applications were submitted for use
of Piedmont Park during the weekend that their festival had traditionally been held (“Priority
Status”); and

WHEREAS, in December 2007, in response to a severe and prolonged drought that was

impacting the health of grass, trees, and other plants in parks (and throughout the City), the
Department of Parks, Recreation and Cultural Affairs issued a policy regarding outdoor events.
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'I'ki_e',,fpolicy, entitled “Policy for Outdoor Events in Parks in Response to Level 4 Drought
Restrictions”, prohibited any Class A Festival from occurring inside of a City park during 2008,
< aﬁgj?éigniﬁcantly curtailed the extent to which smaller festivals could occur in parks that year.
; 4 The policy was implemented to protect park turf which would not survive festival use without
the ability of the City to water the grass; and

WHEREAS, a revised drought policy was issued for 2009. While less stringent than the 2008
policy, it continued to significantly limit the ability to have a festival in a City park. Based upon
the new policy, the Atlanta Pride Festival was able to return to Piedmont Park provided that the
event did not occur during the summer; and

WHEREAS, since 2008, the Atlanta Pride Festival has occurred in different locations and at
different times. In 2010, the festival occurred in Piedmont Park during Columbus Day weekend.
The festival’s organizer, the Atlanta Pride Committee, has decided that it would like to continue
utilizing that weekend for future festivals; and

WHEREAS, the three other Class A Outdoor Festivals have all returned to Piedmont Park, and
are utilizing the dates that they used prior to 2008; and

WHEREAS, the Atlanta Pride Committee has requested that it not be penalized for the impact
the Drought Policy had on the timing of its event, and has specifically requested that the Atlanta
Pride Festival be given Priority Status for Columbus Day weekend, even though it has not held
the event during that weekend for three of the last four years; and

WHEREAS, given the unique circumstances that led to the change in timing of the Atlanta Pride
Festival, the City agrees that the Atlanta Pride Festival should be permitted to have Priority
Status for the new festival dates it has selected.

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATLANTA, GEORGIA, HEREBY ORDAINS,
as follows:

SECTION 1: For the sole purpose of implementing the City’s Outdoor Events Ordinance, the
Atlanta Pride Committee shall be deemed to have held the Atlanta Pride Festival in Piedmont
Park during Columbus Day weekend for the last three years, thereby giving the Atlanta Pride
Committee Priority Status for use of that weekend for the festival in future years, pursuant to
Atlanta Code of Ordinances Section 142-12 (a)(2).

SECTION 2: All ordinances and resolutions in conflict herewith are hereby waived for purposes
of this Ordinance only, and only to the extent of the conflict.
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