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C:TY COUNCIL e
ATLANTA, GEORGIA 10- ©-1972

“AN ORDINANCE BY
CITY UTILITIES COMMITTEE

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND PART III CODE OF ORDINANCES
("LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE"), APPENDIX C ("PLUMBING CODE
AMENDMENTS"), CHAPTER 1 ("ADMINISTRATION") TO REQUIRE
NEW CONVEYOR CAR WASHES TO RECYCLE WATER; TO
COMPLY WITH THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE METROPOLITAN
NORTH GEORGIA WATER PLANNING DISTRICT'S 2009 WATER
SUPPLY AND WATER CONSERVATION MANAGEMENT PLAN; TO
CONSERVE WATER RESOURCES; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.

WHEREAS, the City of Atlanta ("City") has an interest in maintaining the public health, safety,
and welfare of its residents and the City supplies drinking water to its customers; and

WHEREAS, the City recognizes that water is a vital resource and therefore supports the use of
conservation measures to ensure the continuance of an adequate water supply for its residents
and customers as well as for other jurisdictions that rely upon the same water sources as the City;
and

WHEREAS, the Metropolitan North Georgia Water Planning District Act, O.C.G.A. § 12-5-570
et seq. requires that the City of Atlanta adopt and enforce the Metropolitan North Georgia Water
Planning District's ("District's") Model Ordinance to Require New Car Washes to Recycle Water,
or an equally effective ordinance by January 1, 2011; and

WHEREAS, the City could incur fines and other penalties, including impacts to its water and
wastewater permits, if the city does not adopt an ordinance to require new conveyor car washes
to recycle water as required by the District's Water Supply and Water Conservation Management
Plan, adopted May 7, 2009; and

WHEREAS, the Rules of the Georgia Department of Natural Resources Environmental
Protection Division Chapter 391-3-31, Water Conservation Best Management Practices and
Certification recommend that conveyor car washes recycle fifty percent of the water used.

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATLANTA, GEORGIA HEREBY ORDAINS
AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1. That a new Section 109 entitled "Car Wash Water Recycling Ordinance" be
created in Chapter 1 ("Administration") of Appendix C ("Plumbing Code Amendments") of Part
IIT ("Land Development Code") of the Atlanta City Code, and shall read as follows:

Sec. 109. Car Wash Requirements.

(a) This section and all sections beginning with "109" in Appendix C of Part III ("Land
Development Code") of the Atlanta City Code shall be collectively known as the "City of



Atlanta Car Wash Water Recycling Ordinance" and may be referred to throughout
sections beginning with "109" as "this ordinance."

(b) The City of Atlanta has the authority to adopt this ordinance pursuant to Article 9,
Section 2, Paragraphs II and III of the Constitution of the State of Georgia; Title 12,
Chapter 5, Article 10 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated (O.C.G.A § 12-5-570 et
seq.), and Section 1-102(c)(9) of the Atlanta City Charter (1996 Ga. L. (Act No. 1019),
p-4469).

SECTION 2. That a new Section 109.01 entitled "General Provisions" be created in Chapter 1

("Administration") of Appendix C ("Plumbing Code Amendments") of Part III ("Land

Development Code") of the Atlanta City Code, and shall read as follows:

Sec. 109.01 General Provisions.

(a) Purpose and Intent. The purpose of this ordinance is to reduce water consumption from
commercial car wash facilities by requiring all new conveyor car washes to install

operational recycled water systems.

(b) Applicability. This ordinance applies to all new conveyor car washes permitted and
constructed after January 1, 2011.

(© Exemptions. The following are exempt from this ordinance:

(1) Conveyor commercial car washes that were permitted or constructed before
January 1, 2011; and

2) Self-service car washes or in-bay car washes.
SECTION 3. That a new Section 109.02 entitled "Definitions" be created in Chapter 1
("Administration") of Appendix C ("Plumbing Code Amendments") of Part III ("Land
Development Code") of the Atlanta City Code, and shall read as follows:

Sec. 109.02 Definitions.

The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the meanings
ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning:

Car wash means any commercial enterprise operated for profit and open to the public for the
purpose of cleaning, washing, waxing, vacuuming, polishing, detailing, or a combination thereof.

Conveyor car wash means a commercial car wash where the car moves on a conveyor belt
during the wash, and the driver of the vehicle remains in the vehicle or waits outside of the
vehicle.



In-bay automatic car wash means a commercial car wash that utilizes mechanical equipment to
wash, rinse, and sometimes dry a stationary occupied vehicle. The vehicle remains stationary
‘while a machine moves back and forth over the vehicle to clean it, instead of the vehicle moving
through a tunnel.

Owner means any and all person(s) who have any ownership interest in the car wash
establishment.

Self-service car wash means a car wash operating without the assistance of a full-time on-site
attendant where the customers wash their cars themselves with spray wands and brushes.

Water recycling system means a plumbing system that captures and reuses water previously used
in wash or rinse cycles.

SECTION 4. That a new Section 109.03 entitled "Conveyor Car Wash Water Recycling
Requirements" be created in Chapter 1 ("Administration") of Appendix C ("Plumbing Code
Amendments") of Part III ("Land Development Code") of the Atlanta City Code, and shall read
as follows:

Sec. 109.3 Conveyor Car Wash Water Recycling Requirements.

Conveyor car washes permitted and constructed after January 1, 2011 which utilize City
of Atlanta water shall install, utilize, and maintain a water recycling system which recycles and
reuses at least fifty (50) percent of wash and rinse water. Failure to install, utilize, or maintain the
water recycling system shall be a violation of this code.

SECTION 5. That Article XXV ("Car Washes") of Chapter 30 ("Businesses") of Part II of the
Atlanta Code of Ordinances ("General Ordinances") shall be updated to include a reference to
this ordinance which requires conveyor car washes permitted and constructed after January 1,
2011 to install, utilize, and maintain a water recycling system which recycles and reuses at least
fifty (50) percent of wash and rinse water.

SECTION 6. If any provision, clause, sentence or paragraph of this ordinance, or the
application thereof to any person or circumstances, shall be held invalid, such invalidity shall not
affect the other provisions or application of the provisions of this ordinance which can be given
effect without the invalid provisions or application and, to this end, the provisions of this
ordinance are hereby declared to be severable.

SECTION 7. That this ordinance shall be effective January 1, 2011 following approval by the
Mayor or following the ordinance becoming law without the Mayor’s approval.



SECTI 8. That all existing ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict with this ordinance
shall belwaived to the extent of the conflict.
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