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CLAIM OF: JENNIFER L. PERRITTE
1027 Natalle Lane

Smyrna, Georgia 30082

For vehicular damages alleged to have been sustained from
an automobile accident on May 26, 2008 on Interstate 285

& Donald Lee Hollowell Parkway, NW.

THIS ADVERSED REPORT IS APPROVED
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OFFICE OF MUNICIPAL CLERK

RHONDA DAUPHIN JOHNSON 55 TRINITY AVENUE. S.W

SECOND FLOOR,EAST
MUNICIPAL CLERK TE 2700

ATLANTA. GEORGIA 30335
(404) 330-6030
FAX (404) 658-6273

March 19, 2010

Ms. Jennifer L. Perritte
1027 Natalle Lane
Smyrna, Georgia 30082

10-R-0444

Dear Ms. Perritte

| sincerely regret that you have been adversely affected by the circumstances
raised in your claim for damages against the City of Atlanta. Your time and patience
in this matter has been greatly appreciated.

However, | must notify you that the Atlanta City Council Adopted an Adverse
Report on your claim at its regular meeting on March 15, 2010. In consultation with
the City's Law Department, who conducted an investigation of the situation, the
Council has determined that the City cannot accept responsibility for this matter and
therefore cannot pay this claim.

If you desire any further information, please contact the City Attorney's
Office/Claims Division at (404) 330-6400

cerely, -
(> /&4, %Zm
Rhonda Dauphin Johnson, CMC
Municipal Clerk

cc: Claims Division/Law Department




DEPARTMENT OF LAW - CLAIM INVESTIGATION SUMMARY

Claim No._ 0810912 Date: February 18, 2010

Claimant /Victim JENNIFER L. PERRITTE
BY: (Atty) (Ins. Co.)
Address: 1027 Natalle Lane, Smyrna, Georgia 30082

Subrogation: Claim for Property damage $___ 681.53 Bodily Injury $

Date of Notice: __10/21/08  Method: Written, Proper X Improper
Conforms to Notice: O.C.G.A. §36-33-5 X Ante Litem (6 Mo.) X
Date of Occurrence 5/26/08 Place: Interstate 285 and Donald Lee Hollowell Parkway
Department _ FIRE Bureau: Office:

Employee involved Disciplinary Action:

NATURE OF CLAIM: Claimant alleges that she sustained damages when at the advice of a fireman, she
backed her vehicle into the vehicle behind her. However, the Department of Fire operates as a governmental
function and is immune from liability for all operations pursuant to O.C.G.A. §36-33-1.

INVESTIGATION

Statements: City employee Claimant Others Written Oral
Pictures Diagrams Reports: Police Dept Report Other X
Traffic citations issued: City Driver Claimant Driver

Citation disposition: City Driver Claimant Driver

BASIS OF RECOMMENDATION:

Function: Governmental X Ministerial

Improper Notice More than Six Months Other X Damages reasonable

City not involved Offer rejected Compromise settlement

Repair/replacement by Ins. Co. Repair/replacement by City Forces

Claimant Negligent __ X City Negligent Joint Claim Abandoned
Respectfully submitted,

INVE}TIGATOR - GWENDOLYN BURNS

RECOMMENDATION:
Pay $ /% of X Asc offnt charged: General Fund Water & Sewer Aviation
Claims Manager: it [~ A Concur/date _ 4 2 /2 3/¢9

Committee Action: Council Action

FORM 23-61




COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATLANTA RE: CLAIM FOR DAMAGES
MUNICIPAL CLERK
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Jennifer Perritte
Date of Incident: May 26, 2008 approximately 3:30 p.m.

As 1 was driving to the airport to pick up my sister on |-285, Southbound traffic came to a stop.
As ambulances and fire trucks started arriving from behind the traffic | realized that there must
be an accident ahead. 1 was in the far left lane, but all traffic had stopped and most cars had
parked and turned off their engines. After a fire truck had driven by on the right shoulder,
anather fire truck approached on the left shoulder, with lights and sirens on. 1 was infrontofa
semi-truck and behind another car. As the fire truck got closer to where | was parked, people
started moving their cars closer to the right to allow the truck to pass on the left shoulder, as
the shoulder is small and there is a concrete barrier on the far left. Likewise, | moved closerto
the lane to the right of me, as did the cars in that lane. The semi-truck behind me, however, did
not move to the right at all. The fire truck was unable to pass the semi-truck and eventually two
firemen exited the fire truck and had to walk through traffic to actually direct grid-locked traffic
to allow the fire truck to pass by this semi-truck. Eventually, the fireman came to my car and
asked me to try to move around the car in front of me to pull around traffic to allow the semi-
truck to move into my spot as | had already pulled as far forward and right as possible. As,
again, we were stopped in traffic he said he would direct me. So he had me slowly pull forward
as he stood up by my fender and the car in front of me and then told me when to stop moving
forward. And then he walked to the rear of my car, by the semi-truck, and told me to back up. |
did, slowly, and as he kept motioning me to reverse, | suddenly jerked and in shock realized that
t had just hit the semi-truck behind me! The fireman quickly apclogized for not telling me to
stop. Then he told me to pull forward again and | was able to move around the car in front of
me, and further forward into traffic so that the semi-truck could actually move out of the way.
After | pulled forward, | was still shocked that | had just bumped into the semi-truck behind me
while the fireman was standing right next to my car and the fender of the semi-truck! The
fireman was very nice and | am sure did not intend for it to happen. After | pulled my car
forward, he actually came back up to my car and thanked me for moving and also commented
on the fact that the driver of the semi-truck was not being very helpful or nice. 1'agreed. Then
as the fire truck was able to pass on the left shoulder to where the accident was about a half-
mile ahead, he waved out the window. Still in shock, after the fire truck was able to pass and
proceed to the true emergency situation, | put my car in park and got out of my car to look at
my bumper. The “collision” with fender of the semi-truck actually punctured my bumper! | am
sure that the fireman felt bad about this, hence the several apologies | received, and |
understand that there was a rollover accident ahead to attend to. In my efforts to move my car
forward so that the semi-truck could pull forward to allow the fire truck to pass | did not get out
of my car to look at the damage while the firefighter was still present trying to get by. Tknew
the car accident ahead was more important. However, 1 was surprised to see permanent
damage to my car! And though | know it was not malicious, | now have a damaged car bumper
due to the fire department’s traffic control on 285,




10- |2 -0444

All of this took place on 1-285, Southbound, before exit 12, Hollowell Parkway, on Monday, May
26, 2008 around 3:30 p.m,

Thank you so much for your time and attention in this matter,

lennifer Perritte
Cell: 617-510-7591
1027 Natalie Lane
Smyrna, GA 30082
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