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AN ORDINANCE M /&%\ |

BY COUNCILMEMBER CARLA SMITH

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND VARIO
THE ZONING CODE OF THE CITY OF A A, FOR
THE PURPOSE OF CLARIFYING AND/OR DEFINING
CERTAIN TERMS RELATED TO SUPPORTIVE HOUSING
AND SHELTERS; TO PROVIDE WHERE SUCH USES
SHALL BE PERMITTED; DEFINING THE TERM
COMMUNITY CENTER AND REMOVING CERTAIN
REDUNDANT TERMS RELATED TO SUCH USE;
REDEFINING THE CONDITIONS UNDER WHICH
DORMITORIES, SORORITY HOUSES AND FRATERNITY
HOUSES ARE PERMITTED:; DELETING
ROOMINGHOUSES AND BOARDINGHOUSES AS
PERMITTED USES IN CERTAIN DISTRICTS; AND FOR
OTHER PURPOSES.

WHEREAS, Section 16-29.001 of the City of Atlanta Zoning Code contains
definitions of terms that describe the permitted uses; and

WHEREAS, the City also desires to define Supportive Housing and Shelters and
other related terms for the purpose of enabling other interested persons and
neighborhoods to gain a greater understanding and an awareness of the need for
Supportive Housing; and

WHEREAS, the City of Atlanta Zoning Code states the manner in which uses
are permitted in various zoning classifications; and

WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of the city to clarify and define Supportive
Housing and shelters in the Zoning Code in an effort to become more consistent
with local, state, county and federal government regulations and to adopt
legislation for that purpose; and

WHEREAS, it is in the best interests of the City and for the health, safety and
welfare of its residents and businesses that these definitions be adopted to
provide more specific guidance as to where Supportive Housing and shelter uses
may be located, and to provide how applications for such uses will be processed.

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATLANTA, GEORGIA HEREBY
ORDAINS, as follows:

Section 1. That Section 16-29.001 of the Zoning Code of the City of Atlanta be
amended by adding the following language as Subsection (63):



(63) Shelter: Locations that provide sleeping facilities and/or personal sanitation
facilities and may include the provision of meals, medical care and/or substance
abuse counseling service that require daily registration for occupancy. On site
supervision of residents and persons using the facilities and services made
available shall be provided for the purpose of enforcement of the rules and
regulations pertaining to the operation of the place of use and not for the purpose
of attending to the personal care needs of the persons served with respect to the
supervision of self-administered medication, or with the essential activities of
daily living such as bathing, grooming, dressing and toileting.

(a) A Special Use Permit is required to operate a Shelter. In addition to the
requirements set forth in 16-25.003, a Shelter shall comply with the following
standards:

1) No such facility shall be located within 2,000 feet of any Personal
Care Home, Assisted Living Facility, Nursing Home, Rehabilitation
Center, Supportive Housing Facility, or other Shelter.

2) Each location shall be within 1,500 feet of a public transportation
station or transit stop.

3) Where such use is allowed in any zoning district where no parking
requirements for the use are specified, one parking space shall be
required for each on duty staff member, whether paid or unpaid. In
addition to staff parking, a space of sufficient size is required for
each van, bus or other vehicle used by the facility and one
additional parking space shall be provided for each 2,000 square
feet of the facility.

4) Each facility shall provide a bed or crib for each resident.

5) Each facility shall allow restroom facilities to be available to residents
at all times when residents are allowed on the property.

6) Each facility shall meet the minimum standards set forth in the City of
Atlanta Housing Code for a “building with a special use” as set forth in
Section 26 (as recodified or amended).

<) The owner or operator of the facility shall maintain a minimum
staffing ratio of one (1) staff member for every thirty (30) residents
during the hours from of 8:00 am to 6:00 pm and one (1) staff member
for every twenty (20) residents during the hours from 6:00 pm to 8:00
am.



8) No facility shall allow either cooking or smoking in any room used for
sleeping.

9) In any facility where indoor smoking is permitted, smoking shall be
restricted to designated areas.

10) The owner or operator of the facility shall ensure that all staff members
are instructed as to the location of all exits and trained in the use of fire
extinguishers.

11) Each facility shall have an emergency evacuation plan approved by the
Atlanta Fire Department posted in a public area of the facility.

12) Each facility shall have emergency exits clearly marked.

13) Each facility shall provide direct pedestrian ingress and egress that
does not require unauthorized use of other private property.

14) Each facility allowing residents to park cars on site shall be required to
provide on-site parking meeting the district regulations for commercial
uses in addition to any other parking requirements.

(b)  When the National Weather Service reports either that the temperature or
wind chill is below thirty-two (32) degrees Fahrenheit or that a weather advisory
is in effect, the owner or operator of a facility shall be excused from the minimum
space requirements set forth in this section

Section 1A. That Section 16-29.001 of the Zoning Code of the City of Atlanta be
amended by adding the following language as Subsection (64):

(64) Supportive Housing: Housing provided on a transitional or permanent
basis and which shall be provided in conjunction with certain services including
but not limited to medical care, job training, counseling and/or substance abuse
counseling services and requires the occupants to enter into an agreement or
lease in order to reside and use those services.

(a)  Supportive Housing shall comply with the following standards:
1) No location shall be within 2,000 feet of any Personal Care Home,
Assisted Living Facility, Nursing Home, Rehabilitation Center,
Shelter or other Supportive Housing Facility.

2) Each location shall be within 1,500 feet of a public transportation
station or transit stop.

3) Where such use is allowed in any zoning district where no parking
requirements for the use are specified, one parking space shall be required



(b)

for each on duty staff member, whether paid or unpaid. In addition to staff
parking, a space of sufficient size is required for each van, bus or other
vehicle used by the facility and one additional parking space shall be
provided for each 2,000 square feet of floor area.

4) A bed or crib shall be provided for each resident

5) The owner or operator providing the Housing shall maintain a
minimum staffing ratio of one (1) staff member for every thirty (30)
residents during the hours from of 8:00 am to 6:00 pm and one (1) staff
member for every twenty (20) residents during the hours from 6:00 pm to
8:00 am.

6) Smoking shall not be allowed in any room used for sleeping.

7) Where indoor smoking is permitted, smoking shall be restricted to
designated areas.

8) The owner or operator providing the Housing shall ensure that all
staff members are instructed as to the location of all exits and trained in
the use of fire extinguishers.

9) An emergency evacuation plan approved by the Atlanta Fire
Department shall be posted in a public area of the housing.

10) Emergency exits shall be clearly marked.

11)  Direct pedestrian ingress and egress that does not require
unauthorized use of other private property is required.

12)  On site parking for residents, when allowed, shall be meet the
district regulations for commercial uses in addition to any other parking

requirements.

No existing structure lawfully devoted to a use which after the date of

adoption of this ordinance would be classified as Supportive Housing and which
is located in a permitted district as a result of the adoption of this ordinance shall
be enlarged, extended (horizontal or vertical) or moved, without first complying
with the requirements of subsection (a) above. For the purposes of this
subsection, the meaning of enlarge, extend or move shall include, but shall not be
Jimited to, alterations or additions to any structure for the purpose of increasing
the number of persons to whom any services, including the quantity of sleeping
facilities, whether provided as bed spaces or as separate rooms, Or increasing the
amount of services that are provided except for the purpose of increasing
handicapped accessibility.



(c) No existing structure lawfully devoted to a use which after the date of
adoption of this ordinance would be classified as Supportive Housing and which
is not located in a permitted district as a result of the adoption of this ordinance,
shall be enlarged, extended (horizontal or vertical) or moved. For the purposes of
this subsection, the meaning of enlarge, extend or move shall include, but shall
not be limited to, alterations or additions to any structure for the purpose of
increasing the number of persons to whom any services, including the quantity of
sleeping facilities, whether provided as bed spaces or as separate rooms, or
increasing the amount of services that are provided except for the purpose of
increasing handicapped accessibility.

Section 2. That Section 16-29.001 of the Code of the City of Atlanta be
amended by adding the following language as Subsection (65) to define
Community Center:

(65) Community Center: A building, either publicly or privately owned and
operated, that provides social and or recreational activities, and programs within
the location. The community center may provide space to congregate for
meetings, after school programs or other services intended for residents of the
community and their families. A community center may provide social services
but may not provide sleeping facilities or residential accommodations as a
component of its services provided.

Section 3. That certain sections of the Code of Ordinance be amended to
clarify the process for permitting the uses associated with Community
Centers.

Section 3A. That the uses permitted in R-1 zoning districts by special use
permit be amended as set forth in the following subsections:

(1) That Section 16-03.005(1)(k) of the Zoning Code of the City of Atlanta,
which reads as follows:

(k)  Parks; playgrounds, stadiums, baseball or football fields, golf course,
sports arena, recreational centers, community centers and
community service facilities, and the like, when not owned or
operated by a governmental agency.

Be amended by striking the existing language and replacing it with the following:

(k)  Parks; playgrounds, stadiums, baseball or football fields, golf course,
sports arena, and community centers.

Section 3B. That the uses permitted in R-2 zoning districts by special use
permit be amended as set forth in the following subsections:



€)) That Section 16-04.005(1)(k) of the Zoning Code of the City of Atlanta,
which reads as follows:

(k)  Parks; playgrounds, stadiums, baseball or football fields, golf course,
sports arena, recreational centers, community centers and
community service facilities, and the like, when not owned or
operated by a governmental agency.

Be amended by striking the existing language and replacing it with the following:

(k) Parks; playgrounds, stadiums, baseball or football fields, golf course,
sports arena, and community centers.

Section 3C. That the uses permitted in R-2A zoning districts by special use
permit be amended as set forth in the following subsections:

(1) That Section 16-04A.005(1)(i) of the Zoning Code of the City of Atlanta,
which reads as follows:

@A) Parks; playgrounds, stadiums, baseball or football fields, golf course,
sports arena, recreational centers, community centers and
community service facilities, and the like, when not owned or
operated by a governmental agency.

Be amended by striking the existing language and replacing it with the following:

(i) Parks; playgrounds, stadiums, baseball or football fields, golf course,
sports arena, and community centers.

Section 3C (1). That the uses permitted in R-2B zoning districts by special
use permit be amended as set forth in the following subsections:

(1)  That Section 16-04A.005(1)(i) of the Zoning Code of the City of Atlanta,
which reads as follows:

(1) Parks; playgrounds, stadiums, baseball or football fields, golf course,
sports arena, recreational centers, community centers and
community service facilities, and the like, when not owned or
operated by a governmental agency.

Be amended by striking the existing language and replacing it with the following:

1) Parks; playgrounds, stadiums, baseball or football fields, golf course,

sports arena, and community centers.

Section 3D. That the uses permitted in R-3 zoning districts by special use



permit be amended as set forth in the following subsections:

(1) That Section 16-05.005(1)(k) of the Zoning Code of the City of Atlanta,
which reads as follows:

(k)  Parks; playgrounds, stadiums, baseball or football fields, golf course,
sports arena, recreational centers, community centers and
community service facilities, and the like, when not owned or
operated by a governmental agency.

Be amended by striking the existing language and replacing it with the following:

(k)  Parks; playgrounds, stadiums, baseball or football fields, golf course,
sports arena, and community centers.

Section 3E. That the uses permitted in R-3A zoning districts by special use
permit be amended as set forth in the following subsections:

(1) That Section 16-05A.005(1)(i) of the Zoning Code of the City of Atlanta,
which reads as follows:

(1) Parks; playgrounds, stadiums, baseball or football fields, golf course,
sports arena, recreational centers, community centers and
community service facilities, and the like, when not owned or
operated by a governmental agency.

Be amended by striking the existing language and replacing it with the following:

(1) Parks; playgrounds, stadiums, baseball or football fields, golf course,
sports arena, and community centers.

Section 3F. That the uses permitted in R-4 zoning districts by special use
permit be amended as set forth in the following subsections:.

(1)  That Section 16-06.005(1)(k) of the Zoning Code of the City of Atlanta,
which reads as follows:

(k)  Parks; playgrounds, stadiums, baseball or football fields, golf course,
sports arena, recreational centers, community centers and
community service facilities, and the like, when not owned or
operated by a governmental agency.

Be amended by striking the existing language and replacing it with the following:

(k)  Parks; playgrounds, stadiums, baseball or football fields, golf course,
sports arena, and community centers.



Section 3G. That the uses permitted in R-4A zoning districts by special use
permit be amended as set forth in the following subsections:

(1)  That Section 16-06A.005(1)(k) of the Zoning Code of the City of Atlanta,
which reads as follows:

(k)  Parks; playgrounds, stadiums, baseball or football fields, golf course,
sports arena, recreational centers, community centers and
community service facilities, and the like, when not owned or
operated by a governmental agency.

Be amended by striking the existing language and replacing it with the following:

(k)  Parks; playgrounds, stadiums, baseball or football fields, golf course,
sports arena, and community centers.

Section 3H. That the uses permitted in R-4B zoning districts by special use
permit be amended as set forth in the following subsections:

(1) That Section 16-06B.005(1)(k) of the Zoning Code of the City of Atlanta,
which reads as follows:

(k)  Parks; playgrounds, stadiums, baseball or football fields, golf course,
sports arena, recreational centers, community centers and
community service facilities, and the like, when not owned or
operated by a governmental agency.

Be amended by striking the existing language and replacing it with the following:

(k)  Parks; playgrounds, stadiums, baseball or football fields, golf course,
sports arena, and community centers.

Section 3I. That the uses permitted in R-5 zoning districts by special use
permit be amended as set forth in the following subsections:

(1 That Section 16-07.005(1)(k) of the Zoning Code of the City of Atlanta,
which reads as follows:

(k)  Parks; playgrounds, stadiums, baseball or football fields, golf course,
sports arena, recreational centers, community centers and
community service facilities, and the like, when not owned or
operated by a governmental agency.

Be amended by striking the existing language and replacing it with the following:

(k)  Parks; playgrounds, stadiums, baseball or football fields, golf course,
sports arena, and community centers.



Section 3J. That the uses permitted in R-G zoning districts by special use
permit be amended as set forth in the following subsections:

(1)  That Section 16-08.005(1)(j) of the Zoning Code of the City of Atlanta,
which reads as follows:

)] Parks; playgrounds, stadiums, baseball or football fields, golf course,
sports arena, recreational centers, community centers and
community service facilities, and the like, when not owned or
operated by a governmental agency.

Be amended by striking the existing language and replacing it with the following;:

§)) Parks; playgrounds, stadiums, baseball or football fields, golf course,
sports arena, and community centers.

Section 3K. That the uses permitted in RLC zoning districts by special use
permit be amended as set forth in the following subsections:

(1)  That Section 16-09.005(1)(d) of the Zoning Code of the City of Atlanta,
which reads as follows:

(d)  Parks; playgrounds, stadiums, baseball or football fields, golf course,
sports arena, recreational centers, community centers and
community service facilities, and the like, when not owned or
operated by a governmental agency.

Be amended by striking the existing language and replacing it with the following:

(d)  Parks; playgrounds, stadiums, baseball or football fields, golf course,
sports arena, and community centers.

Section 3L. That the uses permitted in O-1 zoning districts by special use
permit be amended by the addition of a new subsection to be codified as Sec. 16-
005(1)(g) which shall read as follows:

(g) Parks; playgrounds, stadiums, baseball or football fields, golf course,
sports arena, and community centers.

Section 3M. That the uses permitted in the SP1-18 zoning district by special
use permit be amended as set forth in the following subsections:

(1) That Section 16-18K.004(4)(d)(1)(v) of the Zoning Code of the City of
Atlanta, which reads as follows:



(v)  Parks; playgrounds, stadiums, baseball or football fields, golf course,
sports arena, recreational centers, community centers and
community service facilities, and the like, when not owned or
operated by a governmental agency.

Be amended by striking the existing language and replacing it with the following:

(v)  Parks; playgrounds, stadiums, baseball or football fields, golf course,
sports arena, and community centers.

(2) That Section 16-18K.004(5)(d)(1)(v) of the Zoning Code of the City of
Atlanta, which reads as follows:

(v)  Parks; playgrounds, stadiums, baseball or football fields, golf course,
sports arena, recreational centers, community centers and
community service facilities, and the like, when not owned or
operated by a governmental agency.

Be amended by striking the existing language and replacing it with the following:

(v)  Parks; playgrounds, stadiums, baseball or football fields, golf course,
sports arena, and community centers.

(3)  That Section 16-18K.004(6)(d)(1)(v) of the Zoning Code of the City of
Atlanta, which reads as follows:

(v)  Parks; playgrounds, stadiums, baseball or football fields, golf course,
sports arena, recreational centers, community centers and
community service facilities, and the like, when not owned or
operated by a governmental agency.

Be amended by striking the existing language and replacing it with the following:

(v)  Parks; playgrounds, stadiums, baseball or football fields, golf course,
sports arena, and community centers.

(4) That Section 16-18K.004(7)(d)(1)(v) of the Zoning Code of the City of
Atlanta, which reads as follows:

(v)  Parks; playgrounds, stadiums, baseball or football fields, golf course,
sports arena, recreational centers, community centers and
community service facilities, and the like, when not owned or
operated by a governmental agency.

Be amended by striking the existing language and replacing it with the following:
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