CITY COUNCIL
ATLANTA, GEORGIA

A RESOLUTION 05-R-1289

‘BY COUNCILMEMBER CLAIR MULLER

AS SUBSTITUTED BY FULL COUNCIL
A RESOLUTION TO DECLARE THE INTENT OF THE CITY OF
ATLANTA TO EXERCISE RESTRAINT AND PRUDENCE IN ITS
EXERCISE OF THE POWER OF EMINENT DOMAIN FOR
PUBLIC PURPOSES, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.

WHEREAS, the Georgia Constitution grants the City of Atlanta the
power of eminent domain to condemn property for public purposes; and

WHEREAS, the City of Atlanta is committed to judicious uses of its
power of eminent domain, where the use of such power is derived from the State
and Federal Constitutional protections of private property, and

WHEREAS, the City of Atlanta recognizes the concerns of its citizens to
protect their property from seizure for the sole purpose of transferring, leasing, or
allowing the use of such property to a private developer, corporation, or other
entity; and

WHEREAS, the City of Atlanta recognizes the concerns of its citizens to
provide a healthy, safe, viable and vibrant community where economic
development is encouraged, greenspace is protected and neighborhoods and
commercial corridors are not surrendered to blight or degradation; and

WHEREAS, the City of Atlanta does recognize that to accomplish its
purposes, it may desire to avail itself of the full breadth of its constitutionally
granted power of eminent domain for public purposes; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF
THE CITY OF ATLANTA, GEORGIA, AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1: That the City Council shall investigate and identify its proposed uses
for the power of eminent domain as it relates to on-going and proposed programs.

Section 2: That the City Council does not intend to employ the power of eminent
domain solely for the purpose of improving tax revenue or expanding the tax base
of the City of Atlanta by transferring, leasing, or allowing the use of such property
to a private developer, corporation, or other entity solely to expand tax revenue or

increase the taxable value of the property.

Section 3: That the City Council shall respect the concerns of communities and
citizens by employing the power of eminent domain sparingly, where such uses
for redevelopment will be strictly and narrowly construed as authorized and
defined by state Jaw and limited by the Georgia Constitution.
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