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< iﬁJ %bﬁncilmember C. T. Martin
(as substituted by Finance/Executive Committee)

A Resolution requesting that the Georgia General
Assembly, during its 2003 Session, to adopt legislation to
amend Section 48-11-2 of the Georgia Code Annotated

to allow municipalities in the State of Georgia which

have a Special Entertainment District to levy a twenty-five
(.25) cent per pack cigarette tax on sales of cigarettes

WHEREAS, it has been documented that cigarette smoking is
hazardous to one’s health; and

WHEREAS, this has become such a great concern that warnings
have been posted on cigarette packages by the Surgeon General; and

WHEREAS, at least 10,700 people in Georgia die from smoking,
and more than 1,000 deaths have been recorded due to second hand
smoke; and

WHEREAS, approximately $1.7 billion is spent annually on health
care expenses related to cigarettes; and

WHEREAS, it has been estimated that the loss of productivity
alone costs $2.73 billion in Georgia; and

WHEREAS, the tobacco industry, through, its advertising
campaigns, are targeting the nation’s youth, and published research
studies have found that children are three times more sensitive to
tobacco advertising than adults and more likely to be influenced to
smoke by cigarette marketing than by peer pressure;

WHEREAS, the ultimate goal is to reduce the use of tobacco-
related products, thereby reducing the nation’s healthcare costs, and
improving the overall health of its citizens; and

WHEREAS, it has been found that there is a direct correlation
between the cost of tobacco products and its use; and

WHEREAS, Georgia has not had a tax increase on cigarettes since
1971, and it ranks 46" in nation in taxes charged on cigarettes; and

WHEREAS, over the past decade, many states have raised their
cigarette tax rates, and/or allowed cities to levy a cigarette; and




: WHEREAS, in all of these jurisdictions, the tax increases reduced
cigarette consumption; and

WHEREAS, these states/cities have enjoyed increased tax
revenues, despite the reduction in smoking and cigarette sales; and

WHEREAS, the State of Georgia collects only twelve cents (.12)
taxes per pack in revenue, (states’ average rank 48.2 cents per pack);
and

WHEREAS, in a Statewide survey performed by the Mellman
Group, the findings indicate that Georgians would support an increase in
cigarette taxes; and

WHEREAS, the State of Georgia and the City of Atlanta could
benefit greatly from an increased cigarette tax.

BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
ATLANTA, GEORGIA requests that the Georgia State Legislature, during
its 2003 Session, amend Section 48-11-2 of the Georgia Code Annotated
to allow municipalities, that have Special Entertainment Districts to levy
a twenty-five cent per pack cigarette tax on local sales.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this proposal be made a part of
the city’s 2003 legislative package

A true copy, ADOPTED by the Councii SEP 03, 2002

- / RETURNED WITHOUT SIGNATURE OF THE MAYOR
%M gﬂ nH40n—  APPROVED as per City Charter Section 2-403 SEP 12, 2002

Municipal Clerk, CMC
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Atlanta City Council

Regular Session

CONSENT 1 Pgs. 1-14; Except 02-R-1137; 02-R-1458
ADOPT
YEAS: 14
NAYS: 0
ABSTENTIONS: 0
NOT VOTING: 1
EXCUSED: 0
ABSENT 1
Y Smith Y Archibong Y Moore Y Mitchell
Y Starnes Y Fauver Y Martin Y Norwood
B Young Y Shook Y Maddox Y Willis .
Y Winslow Y Muller Y Boazman NV Woolard

CONSENT I




09/03/02 Council Meeting

ITEMS ADOPTED ON CONSENT  ITEMS ADVERSED

AGENDA ON CONSENT AGENDA
1. 02-0-1455 43. 02-R-1492 59. 02-R-1418
2. 02-0-1456 44. 02-R-1347 60. 02-R-1419
3. 02-0-1457 45. 02-R-1461 61. 02-R-1420
4. 02-0-1460 46. 02-R-1462 62. 02-R-1421
5. 02-0-1454 47. 02-R-1471 63. 02-R-1422
6. 02-0-1336 48. 02-R-1484 64. 02-R-1423
7. 02-0-1337 49. 02-R-1486 65. 02-R-1424
8. 02-0-1339 50. 02-R-1363 66. 02-R-1425
9. 02-0-1340 51. 02-R-1364 67. 02-R-1426
10. 02-0-1341 52. 02-R-1365 68. 02-R-1427

11. 02-0-1342 53. 02-R-1412 69. 02-R-1428
12. 02-0-1343 54. 02-R-1413 70. 02-R-1429
13. 02-0-1226 55. 02-R-1414 71. 02-R-1430
14. 02-0-1446 56. 02-R-1415 72.02-R-1431
15. 02-0-1465 57. 02-R-1416 73. 02-R-1432
16. 02-R-1370 58. 02-R-1417 74. 02-R-1433
17. 02-R-1371 75. 02-R-1434
18. 02-R-1372 76. 02-R-1435
19. 02-R-1373 77. 02-R-1436
20. 02-R-1374 78. 02-R-1437
21. 02-R-1375 79. 02-R-1438
22. 02-R-1376
23. 02-R-1378
24. 02-R-1379
25. 02-R-1380
26. 02-R-1392
27. 02-R-1468
28. 02-R-1480
29. 02-R-1481
30. 02-R-1482
31. 02-R-1483
32. 02-R-1385
33. 02-R-1479
34. 02-R-1369
35.02-R-1439
36. 02-R-1440
37. 02-R-1495
38. 02-R-1500
39. 02-R-1501
40. 02-R-1386
41. 02-R-1388
42. 02-R-1491

1* Consent I Vote: 14Yeas; 0 Nays (See RCS #3953)
Items Removed from Consent: 02-R-1137; 02-R-1458
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