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SR CITY COUNCIL

S ATLANTA, GEORGIA

57 @N\bRDINAN CE AS SUBSTITUTED BY: 02-0-0086

PUBLIC SAFETY AND LEGAL ADMINISTRATION

AN ORDINANCE TO REPLACE DIVISION 7, ENTITLED ANIMAL-DRAWN
VEHICLES SECTIONS 162-146 THROUGH 162-161 OF CHAPTER 162 OF THE
CITIY’S CODE OF ORDINANCE SO AS TO STRENGTHEN REGULATIONS IN THIS
TRADE; AND OTHER PURPOSES.

WHEREAS, regulation of animal drawn vehicles for hire in urban areas is necessary to protect
the safety and well being of equine, to ensure the safety of passengers and to protect the

livelihood of the industry; and

WHEREAS, the City has an interest in the image of the City projected by the animal drawn
vehicles industry; and

WHEREAS, the Director of the Taxicab Bureau has conducted extensive research, and
consulted with representatives of the Georgia Department of Agriculture and the animal drawn

vehicles industry.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
ATLANTA, GEORGIA as follows:

SECTION 1

That Chapter 162, Article II, Division 7 of the Atlanta City Code be replaced with the following:
DIVISION 7. EQUINE-DRAWN VEHICLES

Sec. 162-146 Definitions

For the purposes of this division the following terms are defined as follows:

BUREAU means the bureau of taxicabs and vehicles for hire.

Business license means the license required of any business operating within the city by Chapter
30,Aarticle HI. :

Carriage means any vehicle for hire designed to be drawn by equine and to carry passengers
only.

CNPC means a Certificate of Public Necessity and Convenience license permitting a person to
operate one vehicle for hire upon the streets of the city.

Company means any person, association, corporation or other organization operating or
intending to engage in the business of operating vehicles for hire.
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Jb?npany permit means the a permit issued by the BUREAU authorizing a person to engage in
the business of operating vehicles for hire.

Driver means any person permitted to drive an equine drawn carriage.

Drivers Permit means a valid document issued by the BUREAU to operate an equine drawn
carriage.

Equine means any member of the Equidae species, including horses, mules and asses.

Humane Care means, but is not limited to, the provision of adequate food and water consistent
with the normal requirements and feeding habits of the equine’s size, species, and breed.

Law enforcement agent means a sworn member of the Atlanta Police Department.
Owner means any person owning, having possession or custody of, or in charge of an equine.

Stable means a facility where an equine is permanently or temporarily boarded, housed, or
maintained.

Vehicle for Hire means any motor vehicle, animal drawn vehicle or other vehicle or device
designed or used for the transportation of passengers for hire, the charges for use of which are
determined by agreement.

Veterinarian means a person licensed by the State of Georgia to practice veterinary medicine and
who specializes in equine or large animal medicine.

Sec. 162-147. Removal of Equine From Service For Violation

(a) Upon discovery of a violation of any section in this article relating to equine-drawn
vehicles for hire, the BUREAU may issue an order to the person responsible for the
violation requiring the removal of the subject equine from service.

(b) No equine which has been removed from service for violation of this section shall be
returned to service until the equine has been inspected by the BUREAU and approved for
return to service in writing.

©) Any person who refuses to comply with the order of the BUREAU or who complies with
the order and returns the equine to service before being inspected and approved by the
BUREAU shall be guilty of the offense of refusing to obey an order of the BUREAU.
Sec. 162-148. Equine Identifying Number and Certificate of Veterinary Inspection

(a) Each equine used to draw a vehicle for hire must have its own legible identifying number
permanently affixed to its body in a manner approved by the BUREAU.



(34 A Certificate of Veterinary Inspection (“CVTI”), that has been prepared no more thirty

(30) days prior to the date the equine is placed in service and includes the identifying
number, shall be furnished to the BUREAU when an equine is placed in service and
again each 12 months thereafter. The certificate shall show that a veterinarian licensed by
the state, and accredited, has given the equine a complete physical examination including
a Coggins test with negative results as required by state law and the equine’s body
temperature. The certificate shall also state that the equine is fit for service in pulling
vehicles for hire.

Sec. 162-149. Operating Regulations

(a)

(b)

Equine-drawn vehicles shall adhere to the following operating specifications during the
hours of operation:

(1

(2)

(3)

@

&)

Vehicles shall not make any left turn movements except from one-way streets and
those included in routes authorized by the BUREAU.

Vehicles shall travel in the curb lane except when passing parked vehicles or
other obstructions which prevent use of the curb lane.

Vehicles shall not travel on streets with grades equal to or greater than ten percent
without approval of the BUREAU and Bureau of Traffic and Transportation.

Vehicles shall not stop within the roadway other than at designated loading and
unloading areas except when necessary to avoid conflict with other traffic or in
compliance with the directions of a police officer or traffic control sign or signal.

Vehicles shall observe all applicable rules of the road as set forth in the state rules
of the road.

The driver of an equine drawn carriage shall:

(1)

)

3

(4)

Possess and display at all times his or her license to operate an equine-drawn
carriage. in the front/passenger compartment of the carriage.

A driver shall not drive a carriage when a passenger is standing in the carriage or
not seated securely inside of the carriage.

If a trainee is aboard a carriage they must have a training permit issued by the
BUREAU in his or her possession.

A driver shall provide humane care and treatment of the equine under his or her
direct supervision and control.




(6)

No person shall drive or operate an equine drawn carriage on any public street in
the City at any hour other than those so designated, without first obtaining a
“Special Event” permit from the BUREAU. Such a permit should be applied for
at least seven days in advance of the event. (i.e., weddings, parades, etc.). The
maximum duration an equine may be utilized for a special event shall be six 6)
hours. The driver of the carriage shall have such permit in his or her possession at
all times, and must produce it on demand of any law enforcement agent.

No person shall drive or operate an equine drawn carriage on any public street in
the City on any day or time designated by the Chief of the Atlanta Police
Department.

© The hours of operation shall be 6:30 P.M. until 6:00 A.M., Monday through Friday,
excluding holidays. Saturday, Sunday and holiday hours of operation shall be 1:00 P.M.
until 6:00 A.M..

Sec. 162-150. Route System

A proposed detailed route system of an equine-drawn vehicle for hire shall be submitted to the
bureau of traffic and transportation for review, recommendation and approval. The Bureau of
Traffic and Transportation shall designate streets and hours of the day that equine-drawn
vehicles will be prohibited. A route system shall be submitted for each vehicle to be placed into
operation. This detailed route system shall include the following information:

(1
(2)
3)
)

The hours of operation for the vehicle.
The days of the week the vehicle will be in operation.
The duration of the operation, i.e., summer only or year-round.

All locations for loading and unloading passengers.

Sec. 162-151. Health of Equine

No equine shall be permitted to pull any vehicle for hire unless the equine is in good health and
meets at least the following requirements:

(1)
)
(3)

The equine must be at least 36 months old.
The equine must weigh no less than 900 pounds.
The equine shall have no open sores or wounds, shall not be lame or have any

other ailment. Any equine found to have an ailment shall not be used without the
approval of an approved veterinarian.
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(6)
)

The equine must be groomed daily and not have fungus, a dirty coat or exhibit
symptoms of illness or irritation.

The equine must have adequate flesh and muscle tone.
The equine must be no more than six months pregnant.
The body weight of the equine must be submitted to the BUREAU prior to the

equine being placed in service and upon request certified in accordance with
standards established by the BUREAU.

Sec. 162-152. Equine Working Conditions

(a) No equine used as provided in this article shall be worked under any of the following
cenditions. and any cwner allowed t¢ let the conditions exist will be found in violation of
this article:

(1)

()

(3)

4

&)

(6)

)

If the equine or combination of equine shall pull any combined weight, including
passengers and driver, in excess of two times the equine's body weight. No equine
or combination of equine shall pull any vehicle which is occupied by a number of
persons which exceeds such vehicle's normal safe seating capacity;

If the equine works more than ten hours in any 24-hour period without at least one
20-minute rest break or two ten-minute rest breaks per hour;

If the equine pulling a vehicle for hire is moving at a speed faster than a slow trot.
A slow trot means a speed of five to 15 miles per hour;

If the equine works more than 50 hours in any seven-day period or if the equine
works more than five consecutive days;

If the equine is worked with equipment, other than normal blinders, which causes
an impairment of vision; or

If the equine is subjected to any condition or treatment which will impair the good
health and physical condition of the equine.

If the equine is subjected to any conditions that constitute a violation of O.C.G.A
16-12.4, relating to cruelty to animals

(b) For purposes of this section, working hours of equine shall include time spent on rest
breaks and all the time equine are available for hire.

Sec. 162-153. Use of Harness



(b)
(©)
(d)

) +"Under this article, no equine will be worked without a padded saddle or a bit that is

approved by the BUREAU
The harness must be oiled and cleaned so as to be soft at all times.
All pads must be clean and kept soft at all times.

The harness will be properly fitted and maintained and kept free of makeshift material
such as wire, sisal rope and hazardous rusty chain.

Sec. 162-154. Inspection of Vehicles

(a)

(b)

Vehicles for hire pulled by equine must be properly lubricated and wheels must spin
freely. Such vehicles for hire must be inspected and approved for service by the
BUREAU at least every six months, but are subject to removal of service pending repair
and reinspection. The inspection sticker shall be placed on the vehicle in a location
approved by the BUREAU.

Vehicles used for the purposes as outlined in subsection (a) of this section shall conform
to the following vehicle specifications:

(N The wheel base shall be equal to or less than 14 feet.
(2) The total overall length of the vehicle shall be equal to or less than 28 feet.

3) The maximum overall width of the vehicle shall be equal to or less than 78 inches.
4) The tires shall be rubber or other resilient material. Metal tires shall be prohibited.

(5) The vehicle right turn radii shall not be greater than 12 feet for the right rear
wheel and 24 feet for the left front wheel.

(6) The vehicle shall be drawn by no more than two equine, except at parades and at
special events approved by the BUREAU.

€ Vehicles shall be equipped with one red light on each outer extremity of the rear
of the vehicle body and mounted between two and five feet above the road
surface. Similarly mounted yellow lights shall be mounted on the front of the
vehicle body. Each light shall be no less than four inches in diameter. Vehicles
shall also be equipped with a slow-moving vehicle emblem as required by
0.C.G.A. § 40-8-4.

(8) A certification prepared in accordance with standards established by the
BUREAU indicating the weight of the carriage should be submitted to the
BUREAU at least once yearly, but in any case each time the carriage is modified
in any way.




zgﬁc};s? Each company operating carriages must identify each carriage with the CPNC number
and the name of the company prominently displayed on each side of the rear of each
vehicle. The CPNC number shall be displayed, along with the insurance sticker, on a
plate or tag approved by the BUREAU. Each company will have its listed telephone
number printed on the vehicle so as to receive comments and complaints regarding the
equine-drawn vehicle service. Each company shall identify each of its carriages by a
carriage number assigned by the BUREAU. This number shall be in addition to the
CPNC number and shall be affixed to each side and the rear of the carriage, in a color
which contrasts with the carriage background color. The carriage number shall be at least
five inches high.

Sec. 162-155. Use of Whips

No driver of an equine-drawn vehicle for hire may whip an equine with more than a light touch
by a whip approved by the BUREAU

Sec. 162-156. Diapers

No equine shall pull a vehicle for hire unless such equine is wearing a diaper. Diapers must be
properly fitting and constructed of a sturdy material to ensure comfort to the equine and
complete waste disposal.

Sec. 162-157. Shoes

No equine shall be used to pull a vehicle for hire without properly fitting shoes on each properly
trimmed hoof. Should an equine throw a shoe during its shift, the time and location must be
noted on the trip sheet, and the hoof must be examined by the driver and any nails removed.
The equine may complete the fare, but must be shod prior to the next day's shift.

Sec. 162-158. Water

Adequate water for equine pulling vehicles for hire will be provided in the stables at all times
and in working areas as often needed and as climate and working conditions require.

Sec. 162-159. Stalls and Stables

(a) Ventilation and fresh air shall be provided in stalls housing equine used to pull vehicles
for hire so as to minimize drafts, odors and moisture condensation.

(b) Ceilings in stalls and stables must be at a height sufficient to allow an equine to fully
extend the head and neck without any restriction.

(©) Bedding in stalls and stables shall be highly absorbent and comfortable, if in direct
contact with the equine and shall be provided as follows:

(D Bedding shall be deep enough so as to adequately absorb wetness.




(d)

©
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(h)

)

Bedding so used shall not be a type that will harm or in any way be a discomfort
to the equine.

(3) Bedding shall be deep enough to provide adequate cushion and support.

“4) Surfaces, including floors, with bedding shall be free of odor and waste and shall
be cleaned and disinfected regularly.

Stalls and stables shall be structurally sound and maintained in good repair to protect the
equine from injury, and to contain them.

Stalls and stable floors or surfaces shall be constructed and maintained to protect the
equine's feet and legs from injury.

Stalls and stables shall be constructed and maintained so as to enable the equi.ne to
remain dry and clean.

Stalls shall be constructed and maintained to provide sufficient space to allow each
equine to turn about freely and to easily stand, sit or lie in a comfortable, normal position.

Stalls and stables shall be constructed and maintained so that the equine contained therein
have easy access to food and water, and such food and water shall be kept free of
contamination.

Stalls and stables shall be kept sanitary and receive periodic cleaning to remove feces and
other waste materials, including trash and dirt, so as to minimize disease hazards and
reduce odors. Such disposal shall meet the guidelines established by city and state health
regulations.

Sec. 162-160. Trailers

Any trailer or vehicle involved in transporting equine governed in this article must be in good
working order and must be near the working location to provide speedy removal of any equine in
an emergency situation.

Sec. 162-161. Drivers

In addition to the requirements imposed upon all drivers for hire by Division 3 of this Article,
drivers of equine-drawn vehicles shall comply with the following:

N Each driver must have in possession a completed trip sheet, the form of which
shall be provided by the BUREAU, for the vehicle the driver is driving and the
driver's current shift. The trip sheet shall be submitted to the BUREAU within 30
days. '




(3)

4)

)

(6)

Sec. 162-162

Drivers must have a working knowledge and general experience involving equine
and driving carriages or equine-drawn vehicles. A driver must also have
knowledge concerning proper equine grooming, care, equipment and nutrition.

Companies must provide new drivers with thirty-five (35) hours of training, and
guidelines for and the results of training programs shall be submitted to the
BUREAU.

A driver must complete a written examination prepared and administered by the
BUREAU.

A driver must wear a uniform adopted by the company and approved by the
BUREAU or meet the following guidelines:

(a) Wear shoes that entirely cover the foot (no sandals).

(b) Wear ankle length dark pants or a dark skirt or dress.

(©) Wear a solid white or light blue shirt or blouse with sleeves and folded
collar, that shall be tucked in at all times. (No tee shirts or sweatshirts shall be
worn)

For the purpose of obtaining a permit to operate an equine drawn vehicle for hire,
a driver need only to have been in possession of a valid Georgia state driver’s

license, and a resident of the state, for a minimum of ninety (90) days.

Fares

(a) A schedule of fares shall be conspicuously displayed on signs that shall be hung or
painted on the exterior sides of the carriage. These signs shall bear the amount to be
charged per trip and the maximum number of passengers to be carried. It shall be
unlawful to charge any rate in excess of the fares so displayed or to carry more than the
specified number of passengers. The displayed rates do not pertain to fares charged for
special events and reservation events.

(b) The maximum :charges shall be:

(D
(2)
€)

Sec. 162-163

$45.00 per person (tour)
$10.00 per child 10 and under (tour)
$20.00 per person (taxi ride)

Weather Conditions

(a) An owner of an equine engaged in the equine drawn vehicle for hire industry shall be
prohibited from operating on a public street in the City during the following conditions:




(b)

o ,;;‘-‘;(1) During periods when the temperature exceeds 95 degrees Fahrenheit, as

determined and announced by the National Weather Service.

2) During periods when the temperature is below 26 degrees Fahrenheit, as
determined and announced by the National Weather Service.

3) During periods when the Bureau has determined the weather is dangerous or
unsuitable for the operation of equine drawn vehicles for hire.

An equine in use during the periods described in this section shall be immediately
returned to its stable by the most direct and authorized route.

Sec. 162-164 Use of Open Stands

(a)

(b)

The BUREAU shall maintain a list of all open equine drawn carriage stands. Equine
drawn carriage stands shall be created by the BUREAU based on the criteria of traffic
conditions, public necessity and convenience and effect on police functions.

Open stands shall be used exclusively by equine drawn carriages for which CPNC’s have
been issued by the City. No equine drawn carriage shall be placed upon or occupy any
carriage stand except for the purpose of being held for hire. Equine drawn carriages shall
be placed on stands only from the rear and shall be moved forward as to the front of the
stand immediately, as space becomes available by the departing movement of preceding
carriages. Violation of this rule constitutes line jumping and shall be grounds for
suspension of a driver’s permit. When a equine drawn carriage stand is occupied to its
full capacity, no carriage shall wait outside of a carriage stand in violation of any traffic
laws of the City. The driver of any equine drawn carriage occupying a stand shall not
leave that carriage unattended.

Sec. 162-165 Maintaining Equine-Drawn Vehicle for Hire Company Permit

(a)

An equine-drawn vehicle for hire company who has obtained a company permit from the
BUREAU must meet the following criteria to maintain such permit:

) Continuc 6 hoid a curtent City business license.

(2) Maintain an office within the City limits that is staffed at least three (3) hours per
day and advise the BUREAU in writing which three (3) hours the office is open.

3) Submit to the BUREAU a copy of a current lease for the company premises or an
affidavit as to ownership and occupancy.

“4) Maintain a publicly listed telephone number.




5) Maintair the name and home address of each driver affiliated with the company,

along with the name of the CPNC holder who owns or leases the vehicle operated
by the driver.
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“Sec. 162-166 Table of Fines

Code Section First Offense | Second Third Fourth Subsequent
Offense Offense Offense Offenses
162-154(b)(7) $25.00 $50.00 $75.00 $100.00 $100.00
162-147 $25.00 $50.00 $75.00 $100.00 $100.00
162-149 $25.00 $50.00 $75.00 $100.00 $100.00
162-15(3)2 $25.00 $50.00 $75.00 $100.00 $100.00
162-154(b)(6) $25.00 $50.00 $75.00 $100.00 $100.00
162-154(b)(7) $25.00 $50.00 $75.00 $100.00 $100.00
162-154(c) $25.00 $50.00 $75.00 $100.00 $100.00
162-156 $25.00 $50.00 $75.00 $100.00 $100.00
162-157 $25.00 $50.00 $75.00 $100.00 $100.00
162-161 $25.00 $50.00 $75.00 $100.00 $100.00
162-150 $50.00 $75.00 $100.00 $100.00 $100.00
162-151 $50.00 $75.00 $100.00 $100.00 $100.00
162-152 $50.00 $75.00 $100.00 $100.00 $100.00
162-153 $50.00 $75.00 $100.00 $100.00 $100.00
162-155 $50.00 $75.00 $100.00 $100.00 $100.00




. | 162-161 $50.00 $75.00 $100.00 $100.00 $100.00
162-162 $50.00 $75.00 $100.00 $100.00 $100.00
162-163 $50.00 $75.00 $100.00 $100.00 $100.00
162-164 $50.00 $75.00 $100.00 $100.00 $100.00
SECTION 2

That all ordinances or parts or ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed.

A true copy,

. @%AW Pl ST

Municipal Clerk, C

ADOPTED by the Council

MAY 06, 2002
MAY 14, 2002



RCS# 3723
5/06/02
4:03 PM

Atlanta City Council

Regular Session

CONSENT I Pgs. 1-14: Except (02-R-0507: 02-0-0668
02-R-0701; 02-0-0594; 02-0-0675; 0584
ADOPT
;i{;:: 13 SEE ATTACHED LISTING OF
ABSTENTIONS 0 ITEMS ADOI\;P:I,I‘ ig{s%%\gERSED
NOT VOTING: 1 ON CONSE
EXCUSED: 0
ABSENT 1
Y Smith Y Archibong Y Moore Y Mitchell ITEM (S) REMOVED FROM
Y Starnes Y Fauver Y Martin Y Norwood CONSENT AGENDA
Y Young Y Shook Y Maddox Y Willis 02-R-0701
B Winslow Y Muller Y Boazman NV Woolard 02-0-0584
02-0-0594
02-0-0675
02-0-0668

CONSENT I




05/06/02 Council
Meeting

ITEMS ADOPTED ON ITEMS ADOPTED ON ITEMS
CONSENT AGENDA CONSENT AGENDA ADVERSED

ON CONSENT
AGENDA
1. 02-0-0666 34. 02-R-0613 47. 02-R-0625
2. 02-0-0678 35. 02-R-0614 48. 02-R-0626
3. 02-0-0681 36. 02-R-0615 49. 02-R-0627
4. 02-0-0684 37.02-R-0616 50. 02-R-0628
5. 02-0-0487 38. 02-R-0617 51. 02-R-0629
6. 02-0-0491 39. 02-R-0618 52. 02-R-0630
7. 02-0-0686 40. 02-R-0619 53. 02-R-0631
8. 02-0-0687 41. 02-R-0620 54. 02-R-0632
9. 02-0-0688 42. 02-R-0621 55. 02-R-0633
10. 02-0-0086 43. 02-R-0622 56. 02-R-0634
11. 02-0-0672 44. 02-R-0623 57. 02-R-0635
12. 02-0-0689 45. 02-R-0624 58. 02-R-0636
13. 02-0-0563 46. 02-R-0700 59. 02-R-0637
14. 02-0-0673 60. 02-R-0638
15. 02-0-0674 61. 02-R-0639
16. 02-R-0512 62. 02-R-0640
17. 02-R-0680 63. 02-R-0641
18. 02-R-0598 64. 02-R-0642
19. 02-R-0697 65. 02-R-0643
20. 02-R-0600 66. 02-R-0644
21. 02-R-0658 67. 02-R-0645
22. 02-R-0702 68. 02-R-0646
23. 02-R-0480 69. 02-R-0647
24. 02-R-0507 70. 02-R-0648
25. 02-R-0501 71. 02-R-0649
26. 02-R-0604 72. 02-R-0650
27. 02-R-0704 73. 02-R-0651
28. 02-R-0607 74. 02-R-0652
29. 02-R-0608 75. 02-R-0653
30. 02-R-0609 76. 02-R-0654
31. 02-R-0610 77. 02-R-0655
32. 02-R-0611 78. 02-R-0656

33. 02-R-0612 79. 02-R-0657
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