CITY COUNCIL
ATLANTA, GECAGIA

A RESOLUTION

Councilmember Jim Maddox 02' R '0451

A Resolution to oppose Senate Bill 1348 which decreases the
membership of the Atlanta/Fulton C~unty Library Board of
Trustees from seventeen (17) to seven (7); and for other
purposes

WHEREAS, in April, 1982 an Act of the General Assembly of
Georgia was approved for the establishment of a countywide Library
System in Fulton County;

WHEREAS, said Act was amended in 1995 and subsequently
amended in 1997; and

WHEREAS, presently there are seventeen (17) members on the
Atlanta/Fulton County Library Board, which includes:

1. the Mayor of the City of Atlanta (or his/her designee),

2. a member of the Atlanta City Council (to be appointed by said
Council),

3. the Chairperson of the Fulton County Commission (or his/her
designee),

4. a member of the Fulton County Commission (to be elected by
that Commission); and

5. thirteen (13) other citizen representatives, one of which
represents Atlanta in Dekalb; and

WHEREAS, Senate Bill 1248, like House Bill 1348, stipulates
that the membership of the Atlanta/Fulton County Board of Trustees

_ shall consist of seven members, one of which shall be appointed by each

of the Fulton County Commissioners; and

WHEREAS, the representation of the City of Atlanta, the County’s
most populous jurisdiction, would have its representation drastically
reduced; and

WHEREAS, said Bill further stipulates that no elected official shall
serve on the Atlanta/Fulton County Board of Trustees;

WHEREAS, the effect of this Bill would leave that portion of
Atlanta that falls in Dekalb County without representation; and

WHEREAS, the Atlanta/Fulton County Board of Trustees, as
presently populated, has a total of four (4) elected officials; and




WHEREAS, without elected officials, there would be no direct
representation of the people of the City of Atlanta or Fulton County.

WHEREAS, the Atlanta City Council has already gone on
record as opposing House Bill 1248.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF ATLANTA, GEORGIA hereby goes on record as officially
opposing Senate Bill 1348 which decreases the membership of the
Atlanta/Fulton County Board of Trustees.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Municipal Clerk be directed
to transmit a copy of this legislation forthwith to all members of the
Fulton County and the Dekalb County delegations.

A true copy, ADOPTED by the Council MAR 04, 2002

ﬁ) 4 / RETURNED WITHOUT SIGNATURE OF THE MAYOR
Ala.ﬂ.aéz_. wf M AFOIAL APPROVED as per City Charter Section 2-403 MAR 13, 2002
Municipal Clerk, '
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House Bill 1348
By: Representatives Burkhalter of the 415t, Campbell of the 429 and Wilkinson of the 4314

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED
AN ACT

To amend an Act providing for the establishment of a county wide library system in Fulton
County, approved April 12, 1982 (Ga. L. 1982, p. 4174), as amended, particularly by an Act
approved April 5, 1995 (Ga. L. 1995, p. 4084), an Act approved April 1, 1996 (Ga. L. 1996,
p- 3859), and an Act approved April 4, 1997 (Ga. L. 1997, p. 3635), so as to change the
membership and number of members of the library board of trustees; to provide for
vacancies and related matters; to provide an effective date; to repeal conflicting laws; and
for other purposes.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF GEORGIA:

SECTION 1.
An Act providing for the establishment of a county_wide library system in Fulton County,
approved April 12, 1982 (Ga. L. 1982, p. 4174), as amended, particularly by an Act
approved April 5, 1995 (Ga. L. 1995, p. 4084), an Act approved April 1, 1996 (Ga. L. 1996,
p- 3859), and an Act approved April 4, 1997 (Ga. L. 1997, p. 3635), is amended by striking
Section 4 and inserting in lieu thereof a new Section 4 to read as follows:

*SECTION 4.
(a) Responsibility for constructing, operating, and maintaining all library facilities and
services within the above_mentioned portions of Fulton County shall hereinafter be vested
in the county_wide library system which shall be administered by the library board of
trustees. The terms of office of each member of the library board of trustees serving as such
trustee on December 30, 2002, shall expire upon January 1, 2003. On and after January 1,
2003, the library board of trustees shall consist of seven members, with one member
appointed by each member of the Board of Commissioners of Fulton County. Each member
of the board of trustees appointed by a member of the Board of Commissioners of Fulton
County shall reside within the same commissioner district as the appointing member of such
board of commissioners and shall continue to reside in such district during the term of office
of such member of the board of trustees or that office shall become vacant. No person may
be appointed or serve as a member of the library board of trustees who holds any elective
office.

http://www legis.state.ga.us/Legis/2001_02/fulltext/hb1348.htm 2/20/02
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(b) The members of the board of trustees first appointed pursuant to subsection (a) of this
-section shall be appointed by the members of the Board of Commissioners of Fulton County
who are elected to such board of commissioners at the general election in 2002, and those
members of the board of trustees so appointed shall take office the first day of January
immediately following that election and serve at the pleasure of the commissioner that
appointed such trustee; provided, however, that the office of each trustee shall become
vacant at the end of the term of office of the commissioner that appointed such trustee and
upon such commissioner leaving office as a member of the Board of Commissioners of
Fulton County for any reason including, but not limited to, expiration of term of office,
death, and resignation.
(c) Vacancies on the library board of trustees shall be filled in the same manner as the initial
appointments and persons appointed to fill such vacancies shall serve at the pleasure of the
appointing commissioner.
(d) Members of the library board of trustees shall be removed for failure to attend three
consecutive meetings pursuant to the bylaws of the library board of trustees.
(e) Members of the library board of trustees may receive a per diem allowance for each
meeting of the board of trustees which they attend. Such allowance shall be in such amount
as may be fixed from time to time by the Board of Commissioners of Fulton County.”

SECTION 2.
This Act shall become effective on January 1, 2003.

SECTION 3.
All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this Act are repealed.

http://www legis.state. ga.us/Legis/2001_02/fulltext/hb1348.htm 2/20/02
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