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Atlanta City Council

Regular Session

Vetoed Legislation regarding Contract

with Former CFO Judith Blackwell
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CITY OF ATLANTA
BILL CAMPBELL 55 TRINITY AVENUE, S.W.
MAYOR ATLANTA, GEORGIA 30335-0300

t404) 330-6100

October 26, 2000

Council President Robb Pitts
Members of the Atlanta City Council
City Hall 2™ Floor Suite 2900

55 Trinity Avenue, SW

Atlanta, Georgia 30335

Dear President Pitts and Members of Council:

] hereby return with my veto, 00-O-1575

On October 16, 2000 the Atlanta City Council adopted Ordinance # 00-O-1575
that proposes to terminate the contract with Ms. Judith Blackwell ( former Chief Financial
Officer).

The Administration followed the legal procedure outlined in the City Code to enter into
the agreement with Ms. Blackwell. She has performed specific duties under this agreement and
has made presentations directly to the Chief Operating Officer. The Chief Operating Officer has
indicated that Ms. Blackwell has satisfactorily performed various tasks as outlined in the
agreement. Consequently, she received compensation for services rendered under this contract.
For the City of Atlanta to retroactively terminate this contract and demand the return of money
for services rendered is inappropriate and as I understand, illegal. Furthermore, I have been
advised that the retroactive termination of the agreement will most likely subject the City of
Atlanta to protracted and costly litigation.

Although agreements of this nature are relatively rare within City of Atlanta government
they are not unprecedented. Various former employees (Charlie Davis, Leon Eplan, and others)
have entered into similar agreements and their services have been very helpful.



The Charter has granted the Mayor the authority enter into agreements, below a certain
dollar amount, when it is in the best interest of the City of Atlanta to obtain the services of
veteran employees. This provision has been used with exceeding caution during my tenure as
Mayor. The knowledge that Ms. Blackwell obtained while serving as a City employee is valuable
to the City of Atlanta and her continued services have been useful.

For the above mentioned reasons I urge you to veto Ordinance #00-0-1575.

Sincegely,
> Q:jW(

Bill Campbell

e



CITY COUNCIL

ey - ATLANTA, GEORGIA
: ““AN ORDINANCE
BY FINANCE/EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 00- /-1575

AN ORDINANCE TO TERMINATE THE
UNDATED CONTRACT BETWEEN THE
CITY OF ATLANTA AND JUDITH
BLACKWELL FOR “CONSULTANT
SERVICES” AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.

WHEREAS, through an undated contract former Chief Financial Officer, Judith
Blackwell agreed to perform certain unspecified services for a six month period on behalf
of the City of Atlanta; and

WHEREAS, the nature of such services are not contained in the contract; and

WHEREAS, any such services which could be performed by Ms. Blackwell are
not needed by the City of Atlanta.

THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATLANTA HEREBY ORDAINS AS
FOLLOWS:

Section 1. The undated contract between Judith Blackwell and the City of
Atlanta is hereby terminated.

Section 2. Any funds which have been expended pursuant to said contract shall
be recouped from Ms. Blackwell. '

Section 3. All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby
repealed.




