10/14/98


ATLANTA CITY COUNCIL

MINUTES

OCTOBER 14, 1998

The Atlanta City Council met in a Special Called meeting Wednesday, October 14, 1998.  The Meeting convened at 6:00 P.M. in the Council Chambers at City Hall.  The roll was called and a quorum was declared.

PRESIDER:
Council President Robb Pitts presided.

The following members (13) were present at the Meeting.

The Honorable Vern McCarty
The Honorable Debi Starnes

The Honorable Michael J. Bond
The Honorable Cleta Winslow*

The Honorable Sherry Dorsey
The Honorable Cathy Woolard

The Honorable Lee Morris
The Honorable Clair Muller*

The Honorable Felicia A. Moore
The Honorable Jim Maddox

The Honorable “Able” Mable Thomas
The Honorable Doug Alexander

The Honorable Derrick Boazman


ABSENT: Councilmembers C.T. Martin and Julia Emmons were absent

INVOCATION: Councilmember Lee Morris gave the invocation.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: The Council recited the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag of the United States of America.
COMMUNICATION

98-C-2008
A Communication from Council President Robb Pitts advising of a Special Council Meeting on Wednesday, October 14, 1998 at 6:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers for the sole purpose of considering Ordinances 98-O-1708; 98-O-1709; 98-O-1711 and Resolutions 98-R-1707; 98-R-1710; and 98-R-1917.

Council President Pitts noted that this Special Meeting had been called pursuant to the request of Councilmembers McCarty, Starnes, Bond, Winslow, Dorsey, Boazman, Emmons, and Alexander.


FILED WITHOUT OBJECTION

Council President Pitts Presided

CITY UTILITIES COMMITTEE REPORT

CLAIR MULLER, CHAIR

ORDINANCES FOR SECOND READING

98-O-1708 ( 1)
An Ordinance by Councilmembers Clair Muller and Doug Alexander as amended by City Utilities Committee to change the rates to be charged all premises or facilities served by sewer connection to the Sewer System of the City of Atlanta as per Sections 154-276 and 154-277 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Atlanta in conjunction with a Ten Year Water Operations Contract.

Pursuant to the request of Council President Pitts who noted that Ordinance 98-O-1708 and Resolution 98-R-1707 were companion pieces of legislation and asked that they be considered together.  Committee Chair Muller stated that the referenced legislation pertains to the privatization of the city’s water system and clarified that both items were based on a 10-year term contract.  Sounding both items, Ms. Muller noted that they came forth Without Recommendation from the Committee.  As prerogative of the Chair, she Made a Motion to Adopt 98-O-1708 and 98-R-1707.  Ms. Muller provided clarification, however Councilmember Bond Made a Substitute Motion to File which, was properly Seconded.  A brief discussion ensued but ended with Councilmember Boazman’s Call of the Question.  Properly Seconded, the Call CARRIED by voice vote.  Subsequently, the Motion to File 98-R-1707 and 98-O-1708 CARRIED by a roll call vote of 9 Yeas; 4 Nays.


FILED BY ROLL CALL VOTE: 9 YEAS; 4 NAYS
Council President Pitts Presided

CITY UTILITIES COMMITTEE REPORT (2)
CLAIR MULLER, CHAIR

ORDINANCES FOR SECOND READING

98-O-1709 ( 2)
An Ordinance by Councilmember Michael bond as amended by City Utilities Committee to change the rates to be charged all premises or facilities served by sewer connection to the Sewer System of the City of Atlanta as per Sections 154-276 and 154-277 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Atlanta in conjunction with a Twenty Year Water Operations Contract.

Council President Pitts noted that items 98-O-1709 and 98-R-1710 were companion pieces of legislation and asked that they be considered together.  Committee Chairperson Muller clarified that both items pertain to the privatization of the City’s water sewer system and were based on a 20-year term contract.  Ms. Muller then sounded the legislation and noted that both items came forth Without Recommendation from the Committee.  As prerogative of the Chair, she Made a Motion to Adopt 98-O-1709 and 98-R-1710 but stated that she would be voting against the Motion.  She clarified that her reason for making the Motion to Adopt was to allow all members the opportunity to vote for or against both the 10-year and 20-year contracts.  Discussion ensued wherein Councilmembers Moore, Starnes, and Maddox made brief statements for the Record.  Discussion concluded with Councilmember Alexander’s Motion to Call the Question, which was properly Seconded and CARRIED by voice vote.  The Chair’s Motion to Adopt 98-O-1709 and 98-R-1710 then CARRIED by a roll call vote of 11 Yeas; 2 Nays.


After the vote, Councilmember Moore asked the Chair to 

clarify, for the citizens of Atlanta, just how much of a rate increase should be expected as a result of the passage of 98-O-1709 and 98-R-1710.  Ms. Muller provided the requested clarification and Councilmember Winslow also made remarks.



ADOPTED BY ROLL CALL VOTE: 11 YEAS; 2 NAYS

98-O-1711 ( 3)
An Ordinance by Councilmembers Michael Bond, Sherry Dorsey, Derrick Boazman and Cleta Winslow as amended by City Utilities Committee to change the rates to be charged all premises or facilities served by sewer connection to the Sewer System of the City of Atlanta as per Sections 154-276 and 154-277 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Atlanta.

FILED WITHOUT OBJECTION

Council President Pitts Presided

CITY UTILITIES COMMITTEE REPORT (3)
CLAIR MULLER, CHAIR

RESOLUTIONS

98-R-1707 ( 1)
A Resolution by Councilmembers Clair Muller and Doug Alexander as amended by City Utilities Committee authorizing the Mayor to enter into an appropriate contractual agreement for a 10 Year Term with United Water Services Unlimited Atlanta LLC for FC-6946-8, Long-term Operation and Maintenance of the City of Atlanta Water Supply System in an amount not to exceed $23,300,000.00 per year, a savings of over $181,000,000.00 for the 10 year term, on behalf of the Department of Water.  All contracted work shall be charged to and paid from appropriate Fund, Account and Center Number identified by the Acting Chief Financial Officer.

See detailed discussion beneath previously shown Ordinance 98-O-1708.

FILED BY ROLL CALL VOTE: 9 YEAS; 4 NAYS
98-R-1710 ( 2)

A Resolution by Councilmembers Michael Bond, Doug Alexander, Sherry Dorsey, Jim Maddox, Vern McCarty, Derrick Boazman and Cleta Winslow as amended by City Utilities Committee authorizing the Mayor to enter into an appropriate contractual agreement for a 20 Year, term with United Water Services Unlimited Atlanta, LLC for FC -6946-98, Long-term Operation and Maintenance of the City of Atlanta Water Supply System in an amount not to exceed $21,400,000.00 per year, a savings of over $400,000,000.00 for the 20 year term, on behalf of the Department of Water.  All contracted work shall be charged to and paid from appropriate Fund, Account and Center Number identified by the Acting Chief Financial Officer.

See detailed discussion beneath previously shown Ordinance 98-O-1709.

ADOPTED BY ROLL CALL VOTE: 11 YEAS; 2 NAYS

Council President Pitts Presided

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

98-R-1917 ( 1)
A Resolution by Councilmembers Michael Bond, Cleta Winslow, Vern McCarty, Debi Starnes, Derrick Boazman, and Julia Emmons to authorize the Mayor or his designee or the City Attorney to execute retainer agreements with various law firms or combinations of law firms to serve as bond counsel to the City of Atlanta in connection with five bond issues set to take place in 1998 or early 1999;  to authorize the Chief Financial Officer to pay fees for legal services rendered pursuant to said agreements;  to repeal conflicting resolutions; and for other purposes.


The above item was initially ADOPTED by roll call vote during delivery of Personal Papers at the October 5, 1998, Regular Council Meeting.  However, at the conclusion of that meeting, Councilmember Muller Served Notice to Make a Motion to Reconsider 98-R-1917 at the next meeting of the Council, be it a Special or Regular Meeting.


Therefore, at the present meeting, Ms. Muller, having served prior notice, Made a Motion to Reconsider.  It was properly Seconded and Ms. Muller spoke to the Motion.  A brief discussion ensued wherein Ms. Muller requested clarification of the bidding process used in the award of the agreements authorized by 98-R-1917.  Such clarification was never provided, but Ms. Muller stated, for the Record that City Attorney Susan Langford had disclosed at the Committee Meeting that she had made phone calls which prompted certain bidders to lower their bids.  Ms. Muller added that said bidders ultimately received contract awards.  Discussion concluded with Councilmember Boazman’s Moving to Call the Question.  Properly Seconded, the Call CARRIED without objection.  Subsequently, the Muller Motion to Reconsider FAILED by a roll call vote of 4 Yeas; 9 Nays.  Thus 98-R-1917 stood as Adopted by Council on October 5, 1998.


ADOPTED BY ROLL CALL VOTE: 9 YEAS; 4 NAYS AT 10/5/98 MEETING

Council President Pitts Presided

GENERAL REMARKS

In response to a letter from Council President Pitts’, Councilmember Muller 

provided the public with a chart showing savings as illustrated by the proposed 

water contracts.  However, Mr. Pitts reiterated that he simply wanted a chart that 

would show the public how much rates would be depending on the length of the 

contract.  Ms. Muller stated that the rate papers in their packages only deal with 

three years, but there is a clause that states that after those years, there would not 

be more than a 3% increase on an annual basis.  Mr. Pitts responded that 

someone should calculate the amount so that the public would be sufficiently 

informed and would consequently have an idea of what lay ahead.  An actual 

amount was never provided.

ADJOURNMENT:  There being no further business to discuss, the October 14, 1998 

Special Called Meeting of the Atlanta City Council was adjourned at 6:48 p.m.

ADJOURNMENT ROLL CALL:  Council President Robb Pitts;

Councilmembers McCarty, Starnes, Bond, Winslow, Dorsey, Woolard, Morris, Muller, Moore, Maddox, Boazman, Thomas, and Alexander (13).

Respectfully Submitted and Certified By:

Rhonda Dauphin Johnson

Municipal Clerk, CMC

ROLL CALL VOTES

1
1

